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States
Sept. 11 compensation: Victims of

the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks received
$38.1 billion in compensation, with in-

surance companies picking up the larg-
est portion of the tab, according to a

study released Monday.
The report by Rand Institute for Social

Justice found that injured civilians and the
families of those who were killed have re-
ceived an average of $3.1 million per person
from the government, charities and insur-
ance companies.

First responders received an average of
$1.1 million more than civilians with similar
economic losses, the study found.

Hinckley freedom: A lawyer for John
Hinckley Jr. told a federal judge Monday
his client no longer is mentally ill and
should be allowed longer unsupervised vis-
its away from the mental hospital where he
has lived since trying to assassinate Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in 1981.

Attorney Barry Levine accused govern-
ment of lawyers of fear-mongering by oppos-
ing Hinckley’s request on grounds he re-
mains a danger to the community.

Business

Enron deliberations: The resumption of
jury deliberations on sentencing five men
convicted of having roles in pushing
through Enron Corp.’s late 1999 sham sale
of power barges to Merrill Lynch & Co.
were postponed Monday for a day because
of a sick juror, court officials said.

The deliberations by the jury of six men
and six women were postponed until Tues-
day. The jurors wrapped up after 2½ hours
Friday without reaching any conclusions.

The jury’s duty is an advisory role in a sen-
tencing phase added by U.S. District Judge
Ewing Werlein because of a yet-unresolved
dispute before the Supreme Court over fed-
eral sentencing guidelines.

Microsoft settlements: Clearing more
legal challenges, Microsoft Corp. an-
nounced important settlements Monday
with rival Novell Inc. for $536 million and
with a Washington-based trade organization
that had aggressively backed landmark anti-
trust cases against Microsoft by the U.S. gov-
ernment and European Union.

Novell and the trade group, the Computer
and Communications Industry Association,
agreed to pull out of the legal case against
Microsoft in the European Union, which ear-
lier this year declared Microsoft guilty of
abusing its dominant position in the technol-
ogy industry. A key ruling on sanctions
against Microsoft is expected as early as
this month.

But in a surprise move that will extend Mi-
crosoft’s courtroom headaches, Novell said
it intends to file its own antitrust lawsuit
against Microsoft in federal court in Utah
this week.

World

EU constitution referendum: Former
Czech President Vaclav Havel said Monday
the Czech Republic should not hold a refer-
endum on the European Union constitution.

“What would the people vote about,
whether they like a certain graph, chapter,
the preamble?” Havel said.

EU leaders signed the charter last month
in Rome, following 28 months of acrimoni-
ous debate between governments of the 25
member states. All EU member countries
must now ratify the constitution for it to

come into force.

Iran nuclear power: Iran said Monday a
preliminary agreement reached between
Iran and the European Union’s three big
powers may be finalized soon, but hard-lin-
ers criticized the deal and called on the gov-
ernment to ignore calls to keep suspending
nuclear activities.

The preliminary agreement worked out
Sunday in Paris with Britain, France and
Germany needs to be approved by all four
countries involved in the talks.

If approved, the deal would be a major
breakthrough after months of threats and
negotiations and could spare Iran from
being taken before the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, where the United States has warned it
would seek economic sanctions unless Teh-
ran gives up all uranium enrichment activi-
ties, a technology that can produce nuclear
fuel or atomic weapons.

U.N. hostages: Afghan government minis-
tries searching for three kidnapped U.N.
workers have yet to receive a list of prison-
ers who Taliban-linked militants want re-
leased in return for the hostages’ lives, offi-
cials said Monday.

Spokesmen for Jaish-al Muslimeen, or
Army of Muslims, said Sunday that they
had handed a list of 26 prisoners, some possi-
bly in U.S. custody at Guantanamo Bay, to
government negotiators.

But two government officials told The As-
sociated Press on Monday that they had no
word on any contact with the kidnappers
and had not received any such list.

Madrid terrorismarrests: A judge on Mon-
day jailed two Algerians and a Moroccan for
their suspected ties to a radical Islamic cell
that allegedly plotted to blow up a court and
other buildings in Spain, officials said.

The decision brought to 33 the number of
people charged and jailed in what authori-
ties say was a plot to slam a truck loaded
with 1,100 pounds of explosives into
Madrid’s National Court, the country’s cen-
ter of anti-terror investigations.

Macedonian referendum: An interna-
tional monitoring mission declared that a
weekend referendum on legislation grant-
ing self-rule to minority ethnic Albanians

in Macedonia met democratic standards,
contrary to opposition parties’ claims of
fraud.

However, Macedonian election authori-
ties declared the ballot’s results invalid be-
cause voter turnout was just 26.2 percent,
well below the 50 percent minimum need-
ed. Hard-line opposition parties have vowed
to challenge the turnout figures in court, al-
leging widespread irregularities.

Pitcairn Island sex scandal: Pitcairn Is-
land has selected its first female mayor in
its 214-year history after the former leader
of the remote Pacific community was fired
following his conviction on sex charges, Brit-
ish authorities said Monday.

The seven-member governing council on
the isolated island, first settled by muti-
neers from the HMS Bounty, unanimously
chose Brenda Christian, the sister of former
Mayor Steve Christian, to fill the post until a
Dec. 15 election, British High Commission
spokesman Bryan Nicolson said.

Brenda Christian is the island’s former po-
lice officer.

Japan earthquake: A strong earthquake
rocked northern Japan on Monday near the
area where the country’s deadliest quake in
a decade struck last month. At least eight
people were injured.

The 5.9-magnitude quake, which hit at
11:16 a.m., was centered close to the earth’s
surface in the Chuetsu area of Niigata state,
the Meteorological Agency said. It was con-
sidered an aftershock to the 6.8-magnitude
tremor that hit on Oct. 23, the agency said.

Pope gunman: A Turkish court on Mon-
day reduced the prison term for the man
who shot Pope John Paul II, enabling him to
be released at the end of next year, his law-
yer said.

Mehmet Ali Agca was extradited to Tur-
key in 2000 after serving almost 20 years in
Italy for the 1981 shooting of the pope. His
motives for that shooting remain unclear.

He was immediately sent to prison to
serve a 10-year sentence for murdering a
Turkish journalist in 1979 and was separate-
ly sentenced to seven years and four months
for two robberies in Turkey the same year.

Stories and photo from wire services

A Page 1 headline in Monday editions incorrectly stated condi-
tions in Iraq. The Iraqi government has declared a 60-day state
of emergency.

Correction Comics, advice and
horoscope every day
in Stars and Stripes

Castro’s tumble: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, left, and Venezuelan Minister of

Energy and Mines Rafael Ramirez, right, paid a visit to Cuba on Sunday to visit with Cuban

President Fidel Castro, who is wheelchair-bound after shattering his left kneecap and

breaking his right arm in a fall last month.
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U.S. deaths
in Iraq

BY JIM KRANE

The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Iraq —
Thousands of U.S. troops, backed
by armor and a stunning air bar-
rage, attacked the toughest strong-
holds of Sunni insurgents in Fallu-
jah on Monday, launching a
long-awaited offensive aimed at
putting an end to guerrilla control
of the Sunni Muslim city.

After nightfall, U.S. troops ad-
vanced slowly on the northwest-
ern Jolan neighborhood, a warren
of alleyways where Sunni mili-
tant fighters have dug in. Artil-
lery, tanks and warplanes pound-
ed the district’s northern edge,
softening the defenses and at-
tempting to set off any bombs and
boobytraps before troops moved
in.

At the same time, another force
pushed into the northeastern
Askari district, the first large-
scale assault into the insurgent-
held area of the city, the military
said.

Orange explosions lit up the
palm trees, minarets and dusty
rooftops of Jolan, and a fire
burned on the city’s edge. Some
5,000 U.S. Marines and soldiers
were massed in the desert on Fal-
lujah’s northern edge participat-
ing in the assault. A smaller num-
ber of Iraqi troops were also ex-
pected to be involved, but there
was no immediate word on their
actions.

Before the full-frontal attack
against the city’s northern defens-
es, the U.S. military reported its
first casualties of the offensive:
two Marines killed when their
bulldozer flipped over into the Eu-

phrates. A military spokesman es-
timated that 42 insurgents were
killed across Fallujah in bombard-
ment and skirmishes during the
day.

Earlier Monday, U.S. and Iraqi
forces seized two bridges over the
Euphrates River and a hospital
on Fallujah’s western edge that
they said was under insurgents’
control. A team of Marines en-
tered northwestern Fallujah and
seized an apartment building.

Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi said he gave the green light
for international and Iraqi forces

to launch the long-awaited offen-
sive against Fallujah, aimed at
re-establishing government con-
trol before elections set for Janu-
ary. He also announced a
round-the-clock curfew in Fallu-
jah and another nearby insurgent
stronghold, Ramadi.

“The people of Fallujah have
been taken hostage ... and you
need to free them from their
grip,” he told Iraqi soldiers who
swarmed around him during a
visit to the main U.S. base outside
Fallujah just before the attack
began.

“May they go to hell!” the sol-

diers shouted, and Allawi replied:
“To hell they will go.”

Marine commanders have
warned the new offensive could
bring the heaviest urban fighting
since the Vietnam war. Some
10,000 U.S Marines, Army sol-
diers and Iraqi forces are around
Fallujah, where commanders esti-
mate around 3,000 insurgents are
dug in. More than half the civilian
population of some 300,000 peo-
ple is believed to have fled al-
ready.

U.S. commanders have avoided
any public estimate on how long it

SEE IRAQ ON PAGE 4

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Insur-
gents are planning to use car
bombs and improvised explosive
devices early in the fight for Fallu-
jah, then retreat into the labyrin-
thine city center and fight house-
to-house, the top U.S. commander
in Iraq said Monday.

Speaking to Pentagon reporters
via telephone from his offices in
Baghdad, Gen. George W. Casey
Jr., who is commander, Multi-Na-
tional Force-Iraq, spoke just
hours after the long-anticipated
main assault on the city began.

The press reported the name of
the Fallujah fight as “Operation
Phantom Fury” — “Phantom
Force” being a nickname for the
Army’s III Corps.

But Casey said the operation
has, in fact, been named “Al Fad-
jar” the Iraqi word for “dawn,” at
the request of the country’s prime
minister, Ayad Allawi.

Casey refused to say precisely
how many coalition fighters are
involved in the Fallujah opera-
tion, but admitted that one report-
er’s estimate of 15,000 was “in the
right ballpark.”

Included in the fight are U.S.
soldiers and Marines, as well as
Iraqi forces and the United King-
dom’s Black Watch Regiment,
which is “working along western
bank of Euphrates River to dis-
rupt [insurgent fighters’] move-
ments towards Baghdad,” Casey
said.

How many opponents they will
face remains unknown, Casey
said.

“We’ve been watching this fair-
ly closely,” Casey said. “I think
there are people who have moved
out, I think there are people who
have moved in.”

Yet even though “I don’t have a
specific number on the number of
enemy who have left; I expect we
will have a fight in there over the
next few days,” Casey said.

Insurgents are armed with “a
range of weapons,” Casey said, in-
cluding AK-47 semi-automatic
weapons, machine guns, rock-
et-propelled grenades and some
anti-aircraft weapons.

However, the insurgents’
“weapons of choice are impro-
vised explosive devices and car
bombs,” Casey said.

“Our [intelligence analysts] tell
us they [the insurgents] have
lined the streets with IEDs,”
Casey said.

Coalition forces also as “expect
them to come at us with car
bombs,” Casey said.

“What we generally see is an
outer crust of defense,” Casey
said.

Then the insurgents “will fall
back into the center of the city,
where they will be a major con-
frontation.”

Casey said that he has not
heard reports by an embedded
National Public Radio reporter

that said one Iraqi unit that was
supposed to fight shrank by hun-
dreds of men over the weekend.

However, Casey said, he had
heard “one report” of some Iraqi
fighters refusing to return to their
units for the Fallujah fight. The
loss of the Iraqi fighters would
not impact the fight, Casey said.

There are also more than
200,000 civilians living in Fallu-
jah, Casey said, but an unknown
number of citizens have evacuat-
ed the city over the past few
weeks, at the urging of coalition
forces.

“Our estimates [are that] 50
[percent] to 70 percent of the pop-
ulation have moved out,” Casey
said, saying that the estimates are
based on “signatures” that are
“generated … during darkness.”

Other estimates have calibrat-
ed that as much as one-third of
the civilian population remains in
the city, however.

Casey is responsible not only
for overseeing the U.S.-led mili-
tary operation, but also for inter-
acting with the interim Iraqi gov-
ernment that took over June 30.

Casey, the Army’s vice chief of
staff since October 2003, was nom-
inated for his current position in
June. After Senate approval, the
four-star general took his post in
Iraq on July 1.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,129
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 865 died
as a result of hostile action, the
Defense Department said. The
figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated Fri-
day.

The British military has re-
ported 73 deaths. Italy has re-
ported 19; Poland, 13; Spain,
11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each. Denmark, El
Salvador, Hungary and Latvia
have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 991 U.S. mili-
tary servicemembers have
died, according to AP’s count.
That includes at least 756
deaths resulting from hostile
action, according to the mili-
tary’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

� One U.S. soldier was
killed Sunday by a convoy at-
tack west of Baghdad.

� One U.S. soldier was
killed Sunday by a car bomb in
western Baghdad.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-
ment:

� No identifications report-
ed.

U.S. leader warns of insurgents’ use of car bombs

Gen. George W. Casey Jr.

Gen. Casey expects house-to-house fighting after initial U.S. attack

U.S. forces launch attack on Fallujah

AP

U.S. Marines of the 1st Division take position on the outskirts of Fallujah, Iraq, on Monday in preparation for

a major assault on the city.

Assault by 10,000 troops aims to put end to guerrilla control in city
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may take to capture Fallujah, where insur-
gents fought the Marines to a standstill last
April in a three-week siege.

As the main assault began in Fallujah,
thunderous explosions could be heard
across central Baghdad, some 40 miles to
the east.

Militants bombed an Orthodox Christian
church in the capital, killing three people
and wounding 34, police said.

A U.S. soldier was killed when his patrol
was fired on in eastern Baghdad, the mili-
tary said.

The prelude to the Fallujah offensive
was a crushing air and artillery bombard-
ment of the city that built from the night be-
fore, though Monday morning and evening
then rose to a crescendo by Monday night
— with U.S. jets dropping bombs constant-
ly and big guns pounding the city every
few minutes with high-explosive shells.

When the ground assault began, U.S.
forces who were dug into the desert north
of the city hammered the Jolan district
with airstrikes and intense tank fire to soft-
en up defenses, said AP reporter Edward
Harris, embedded with the Marines there.

The Marines reported that at least initial-
ly they did not draw significant fire from in-
surgents, only a few rocket-propelled gre-
nades that caused no casualties.

Throughout the day, masked insurgents
roamed the streets of Fallujah. One group
of four fighters, two of them draped with
belts of ammunition, moved through nar-
row streets, firing on U.S. forces with small
arms and mortars.

Early Monday, U.S. troops surrounded
the area of Fallujah General Hospital, just
outside the city on the western bank of the
Euphrates River. Iraqi forces swept into
the facility, blasting open doors and hand-
cuffing patients, who were pulled into the
halls in a search for gunmen.

At the hospital, four foreigners, includ-

ing two Moroccans and two unidentified
people, were captured, the U.S. military
said.

One main goal for taking the hospital
first was likely to control information. The
facility was the main source of Iraqi death
tolls during the first U.S. siege of Fallujah
in April, and U.S. commanders accused
doctors there of exaggerating numbers, fu-
eling public outrage that eventually forced
the Marines to pull back from the city at
that time.

The U.S military said Monday that insur-
gents controlling the hospital were “forc-
ing the doctors there to release propagan-
da and false information.”

The Association of Muslim Scholars, an
influential Sunni clerics group that has
threatened to boycott elections, con-
demned the assault on Fallujah, calling it

“an illegal and illegitimate action against ci-
vilian and innocent people.”

The length and ferocity of the battle de-
pends greatly on whether the bulk of the de-
fenders, believed to be Iraqis from the Fal-
lujah area, decide to risk the destruction of
the city or try to slip away in the face of
overwhelming force. Foreign jihadis may
choose to fight to the end, but it’s unclear
how many of them are still in the city.

Another issue is the role of Iraqi forces
fighting alongside the Americans. A Nation-
al Public Radio correspondent embedded
with the Marines outside Fallujah reported
desertions among the Iraqis. One Iraqi bat-
talion shrunk from over 500 men down to
170 over the past two week — with 255
members quitting over the weekend, the
correspondent said.

Associated Press correspondents Tini Tran, Mari-
am Fam, Katarina Kratovac and Maggie Michael in
Baghdad contributed to this report.

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — As U.S. and Iraqi troops
assaulted Fallujah on Monday, Iraq’s inter-
im prime minister said his government’s
state of emergency declaration will impose
a round-the-clock curfew in insurgent
strongholds and temporary closures of bor-
ders and the Baghdad airport.

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi strongly ob-
jected to media descriptions of the decree
announced Sunday as martial law and
stressed the steps were being taken only to
curb the insurgency and not clamp down
on civil liberties.

On Sunday, the government announced
a 60-day state of emergency was being im-
posed throughout the country except in
Kurdish-controlled areas of the north. That
worried some Iraqis, who are still recover-
ing from decades of Saddam Hussein’s dic-
tatorship, but it appeared the crackdown
would be applied primarily in Fallujah and
nearby Ramadi.

Spelling out details at a news confer-
ence, Allawi said round-the-clock curfews
was to take effect in Fallujah and Ramadi
starting at sundown Monday and that all
roads into the two cities would be closed.
No residents may carry weapons, and gov-
ernment offices were ordered closed ex-
cept for emergency services like hospitals
and the fire department.

In addition, Allawi said Iraq was tempo-
rarily closing its borders with Syria and
Jordan, allowing in only trucks carrying
food and other “emergency deliveries.”
Baghdad International Airport would close

for 48 hours, he said.
Allawi said he approved the major offen-

sive against Fallujah by U.S. troops and
Iraqi forces as the best way to take the city
back from insurgents.

“They think Iraq now is now weak, but I
warn them from this platform that hours of
seriousness have begun,” Allawi said of the
insurgents. “I will never permit anyone to
inflict harm on the Iraqi people, whether

they are foreign terrorists or Saddam loyal-
ists.”

His news conference came after some
Iraqis expressed alarm about the state of
emergency.

“The core question here is what if the
problems are not over following the com-
ing 60 days,” the newspaper Azzaman said
in an editorial Monday. “Would Iraq go
into a new emergency law then? What are

the remaining solutions for the Iraqi gov-
ernment in case security continues to dete-
riorate?”

Other Iraqis welcomed the decree.
“The security situation requires such a

law,” Hamed al-Bayati, spokesman of the
Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolu-
tion in Iraq, said. “There was a need for
quick action for the stability in Iraq.”

In the newspaper Al-Sabah, Editor in
Chief Mohammed Abdul Jabbar wrote that
the state of emergency is “the medicine to
heal the crisis in an efficient way.”

U.S. troops and forces of Allawi’s inter-
im government are trying to suppress the
insurgency so national elections can be
held as planned by the end of January.

Many prominent figures in the Sunni
Muslim minority, which forms the core of
the insurgency, have warned that the
crackdown could trigger a backlash among
Sunnis.

Allawi, a former member of Saddam’s
Baathist party, comes from the majority
Shiite Muslim community that was long op-
pressed by the Sunni Arabs. He is widely
expected to run in the January election
and seek a new term as prime minister.

During the news conference, Allawi an-
grily dismissed a call by 26 Saudi Arabian
clerics and religious scholars urging Iraqis
to violently resist U.S. forces and their
Iraqi allies.

“Killing the innocents is now identified
as resistance?”

Allawi snapped when asked about the
Saudi letter. “Those astray bunch are kill-
ing people in Saudi Arabia and they are
also the ones who kill people in Iraq.”

Associated Press correspondent Maggie Michael
contributed to this report from Baghdad.

Blair backs Fallujah attack

LONDON — Prime Minister Tony
Blair on Monday pledged to “hold firm”
in Iraq and said the massive U.S.-led as-
sault against insurgents in Fallujah was
necessary to ensure elections could go
ahead in the country.

Blair said that if the Sunni Muslim
city remained outside the control of
Iraq’s interim government, elections
scheduled for January next year could
be damaged.

“Defeat of terrorism in Iraq is defeat
for this new and virulent form of global
terrorism everywhere,” Blair told the
House of Commons. “a democratic iraq
is the last thing the terrorists want to
see. it is precisely for that reason, be-
cause victory for the terrorists would
damage security round the world includ-
ing here in britain, that we have to hold
firm, be resolute and see this through,
including in fallujah.”

Sunni politician speaks out

BAGHDAD — A prominent Sunni pol-
itician added his voice Monday to a
growing opposition to the American-led
offensive against Fallujah, saying the
use of violence “will lead to very strong
reactions and will inflame hatred and re-
sentment.”

In an interview with Al-Arabiya satel-
lite network, former Iraqi foreign minis-
ter Adnan Pachachi said: “I said and I
am still saying that the use of force
should be only exerted at the time of ex-
treme necessity.”

Pachachi, a member of the former
Iraqi governing council, was one of the
leading voices calling for a halt to the
U.S. siege of Fallujah during April.

Pachachi, considered pro-U.S., had
denounced the earlier American at-
tacks, launched after Sunni insurgents
killed four U.S. contract workers and a
mob dragged their mutilated bodies
through the streets and hung two of
them from a bridge.

From The Associated Press

Allawi: Emergency decree aimed at rebels

AP

Iraq Prime Minister Ayad Allawi speaks at a press conference in Baghdad on Monday.

Allawi announced that he has authorized the Fallujah offensive by international and Iraqi

forces, and that emergency measures would be imposed on the insurgent strongholds of

Fallujah and Ramadi.

Iraq: U.S. forces take Fallujah hospital

AP

A U.S. soldier breaks open a door as troops enter the hospital in Fallujah, Iraq, on Monday

in this image made from television.
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BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
MAREZ, Iraq — After less than a month in
Iraq, nearly every unit in the 1st Battalion,
24th Infantry Regiment has seen action.

Several 1-24th soldiers, members of the
25th Infantry Division’s Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, will get Purple Hearts, and
hundreds already have qualified for the
Combat Infantryman Badge.

A few weeks ago, less than 5 percent of
the battalion’s light infantry soldiers had
any combat experience. But an abrupt and
forceful introduction to life near Mosul, a
city in northern Iraq, caused that percent-
age to grow exponentially.

A few days after arriving, a mortar
slammed through an aluminum trailer
where a soldier lived. Fortunately, the sol-
dier was not in it.

Mortar rounds continue to hit the small
camp daily. Outside the wire, explosives
have engulfed vehicles and gunfire has
sprayed around soldiers on patrol.

Still, they seem unruffled in their new en-
vironment.

“It’s not as bad as I thought it would be,”
said Spc. Steven Chelossi, a Stryker driver
for Company C. “I didn’t expect full com-
bat, but I was expecting more fire. I was ex-
pecting a lot more action.”

Mortars landing 100 yards away scarce-
ly raise an eyebrow these days.

“We really did a good job of preparing ev-
eryone before coming over here,” said bat-
talion commander Lt. Col. Erik Kurilla.
“For six months we talked about it.”

The previous battalion sent updates and
experiences along with mission briefings
so the 1-24th soldiers back in Fort Lewis,
Wash., could train with real-life scenarios.

Soldiers arrived knowing
the hazards and expecting
a combat lifestyle.

“The living conditions
are a little bit better than I
thought they would be,”
said Staff Sgt. Mark Owens
with the headquarters com-
pany. He expected to live in
a tent with field showers,
the way things were during
his time in the first Gulf
War.

“The first time we had to make [the
showers] ourselves,” he said. Here, the

showers are in trailers, and they are
cleaned daily.

Soldiers expected to miss family and
have few places to go off duty, but they

didn’t expect the gut-wrenching adjust-

ments they’d have to make after they ar-
rived. About 50 soldiers have contracted

stomach bugs or respiratory illnesses.
About five soldiers a day visit the medi-

cal aid center with serious diarrhea. They
want something to get them back out on

missions fast.
“The guys unfortunately can’t stay home

for the day and get over it,” said Capt. Brad-
ley Warr, the battalion’s physician assis-
tant.

Medical staff have given out cases of
hand sanitizer and reminded troops of the
consequences of poor hygiene to overcome

the problem.
“It’s kind of like school

kids, a lot of people touch-
ing things and not taking
care of themselves,” Warr
said. “Nothing that we
didn’t anticipate.”

Despite combat, illness
and separation from home,
soldiers rate their short ex-
perience pretty high.

“I’ve never eaten so
much ice cream in my life,”

said Carr, praising the chow hall.
Many soldiers have built porches out-

side their trailers and added carpeting in-
side.

They could do with a few more tele-
phones to call home and a real post ex-
change for supplies, Chelossi said. But in
general, the first month has been fine, mor-
tars and all.

“It’s a lot better than we thought,” he
said, adding one caveat: “It smells. I didn’t
expect that.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at: gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry

Regiment stand vigilant during a morning

search of a neighborhood in Mosul, Iraq.

Nearly all units have seen action less than one month after entering country

Allawi says gunmen weren’t Iraqis

BAGHDAD — Prime Minister Ayad Allawi said Mon-
day that all the gunmen who attacked a police station in
Haditha and killed policemen were all foreigners.

He also said four foreigners were arrested early
Monday when U.S. and Iraqi forces took the main Fal-
lujah hospital. Two were from Morocco and the others
had not been identified.

“All the 200 gunmen who have attacked the police
stations in Haditha were all foreigners from outside
Iraq,” he added.

Allawi said he had given the green light to U.S. and
Iraqi forces to storm Fallujah to rid the city of “terror-
ists,” including foreigners.

From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi said Mon-
day he does not consider the part of Iraq where Japanese
troops have been stationed a combat zone, even though it is
within territory that the Iraqi government declared to be
under a 60-day state of emergency.

Japan has deployed some 500 troops to the southern Iraqi
city of Samawah to help rebuild infrastructure and provide
clean water. How the area is classified is important because
the Japanese law authorizing the dispatch says troops must
be deployed in a noncombat zone.

Koizumi said Samawah still met this criteria even after

Sunday’s state of emergency announcement, which applies
throughout Iraq except Kurdish-run areas in the north.

“Our position remains the same,” Koizumi told reporters.
He reiterated Tokyo was still considering whether to ex-

tend the soldiers’ deployment in Iraq after their one-year
mandate expires on Dec. 14.

A Mainichi newspaper poll Monday showed 51 percent of
voters opposed continuing the mission past next month com-
pared to 27 percent who favored staying.

Supporters of an extension narrowly exceeded opponents
among Koizumi’s own Liberal Democratic Party by 45 per-
cent to 43 percent, the newspaper said.

The major daily surveyed 1,095 people over the weekend
for the poll. It did not provide a margin of error.

Koizumi: Japanese troops are not in combat zone

Mortars

landing 100

yards away

scarcely raise

an eyebrow

these days.

1-24th soldiers greeted with combat in Iraq

A soldier with 1st

Battalion, 24th

Infantry Regiment

stands outside his

Stryker during a

mission in Mosul,

Iraq. Every soldier

who has left the

wire has

experienced

engagement with

enemy forces and

many serious

fighting. The

battalion arrived

in Iraq three

weeks ago.
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CAMP LEMONIER, Djibouti

T
he outdoor court is like one found
in almost any city in the States,
which is the point.

“It kind of feels like we’re back
home, when the league gets going and the
crowd gets jumping,” said Sgt. Kenyon Gra-
ham of Florence, S.C., coach of the unde-
feated 8th Tank Killers, one of 12 teams
playing in the Camp Lemonier league.

The games are played under the lights,
outdoors and at night, thankfully, because
the daytime temperature here pushes 100
degrees even in November. There’s no
worry about rainouts. Good crowds of
friends and fellow competitors half-fill the
metal bleachers for the games.

“It’s definitely good for morale,” Gra-
ham said.

The Killers are made up of Marine re-
servists called up from the Tallahassee,
Fla.-based 8th Tank Battalion. In Djibouti,
they are part of the 1st Provisional Securi-
ty Company. They patrol the flight line,
guard the gates, perform searches and gen-
erally keep the camp safe.

Graham said coaching the Killers, who
were undefeated through five games, helps
him be a better sergeant to his junior Ma-
rines.

“It helps me to communicate better,”
Graham said. “The more I play ball with
them, the closer I get to them.”

For 40 minutes — 20 minutes per half
just like the college game — the players get
to forget about their jobs and concentrate
on ball, according to Lance Cpl. Anthony
D. Smith of Rochester, N.Y.

“We have something to look forward to,”
Smith said, “and that’s the next game.”

A bird in the hand

An airman found the baby bird between
two buildings and brought it to the civil af-
fairs tent. He knew a vet was there — veter-
inarian, that is.

“It had blood on its wings and beak,”
said Maj. Julie Roche, an Army reservist
from Sautee, Ga., and veterinarian with the
96th Civil Affairs Battalion. “It must have
been just pushed out of its nest by one of its
siblings.”

Fed at first with a syringe, the
2-month-old raven started eating on its
own last week. Chow hall food seems to
work — ground Spam, tuna, kidney beans.

The bird has been dubbed DJ — short
for Djibouti — by Roche’s female tent
mates, and Feathers by Roche’s 6-year-old
son, Clancy, back in the States. The little
raven doesn’t have tail feathers yet, so
flight is probably another month away,
Roche said.

Some of her male colleagues inside the
civil affairs tent said the bird smells. A few
threaten to eat it when it gets big enough.

As a vet, Roche will continue to do what
comes naturally.

“We’ll have to teach it how to fly [inside
the civil affairs tent],” Roche said. “I think
it’ll hang around. It gets fed pretty good.”

Head rubs and haircuts

The Djiboutian barbers give scalp mas-
sages with a haircut. For $5, a guy can get a
high-and-tight and afterward have his
head rubbed.

“There’s too much stress,” said Senthil
Kumars, one of the barbers. “This helps
blood circulation.”

Marine Capt. Scott Johnson, the camp
headquarters commandant, said he used to
get scalp massages with the haircuts in Oki-
nawa. Other troops said they’ve gotten
them elsewhere in the Middle East.

“I guess it helps you relieve a little
stress,” Johnson said after a recent rub-
down.

Lockdowns fool the enemy

The camp was in a lockdown starting
Wednesday, meaning only persons with a

mission-essential reason could leave. Liber-
ty into town to Djibouti City, where service-
members like to patronize the restaurants
and clubs, was canceled.

So, too, was a Morale, Recreation and
Welfare excursion to nearby Lake Assal,
the lowest point in Africa at almost 500 feet
below sea level.

The reason given was that a security
threat of some kind had been detected.

Marine Capt. Brian Dibb, the base’s
force protection officer, would not specify
the threat. He did say that “liberty secure,”
the condition that restricts travel, happens
once in a while and not just because a
threat is detected.

“We change the picture so the enemy
can’t profile us,” he said, adding that such
decisions are usually “intelligence driven.”

Even though U.S. troops haven’t fired or
been fired upon in Djibouti, Dibb said the
area was still potentially dangerous for
troops and other Westerners.

E-mail Charlie Coon at: coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Charlie Coon

Bosnian-based organization to trace Iraq’s missing

PHOTOS BY CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Above: Maj. Julie Roche, an Army reservist from Sautee, Ga., and member of the 96th

Civil Affairs Battalion, tends to a baby raven that apparently got kicked from its nest. The

bird, which Roche’s son named Feathers but her fellow soldiers have dubbed DJ, for

Djibouti, is being nursed back to health by Roche, who is a veterinarian both with her civil

affairs unit and back home in Georgia.

Left: Marine Cpl. Carl Collmer of Prattsburg, N.Y., and the 8th Tank Battalion of

Tallahassee, Fla., goes up for a lay-up during a nighttime basketball game at Camp

Lemonier, Djibouti. The camp’s 12-team league plays three nights per week.

Below: Marine Capt. Scott Johnson of Camp Lejeune, N.C., commandant for Combined

Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, gets a scalp massage from

Jiji Lal after his haircut on the base.

REPORTER’S

NOTEBOOK

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina — A Bosnia-based organiza-
tion will help Iraqi authorities de-
termine the fate of hundreds of
thousands of people who went
missing during Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime, an official said
Monday.

The first agreement between
the International Commission on
Missing Persons has been signed
with the Kurdish Regional Gov-
ernment in northern Iraq and fur-
ther discussions are under way
with Iraqi authorities, said
Doune Porter, a spokeswoman
for the organization in Sarajevo.

The ICMP has extensive expe-

rience in identifying remains of
thousands of people killed in the
1992-95 Bosnian war. The organi-
zation is the only one in the
world that uses DNA profiling to
match blood samples from fami-
ly members of missing people to
bone samples found in mass
graves.

The ICMP will give Iraqi au-

thorities access to its forensic
data management system and or-
ganize a conference where de-
tails will be discussed. The date
of the conference has not yet
been set, Porter said.

The system uses an electronic
database to track the whole pro-
cess from identification of possi-
ble mass graves and exhuma-

tions to notification of family
members and final burial.

The technology was also used
to identify people who died in the
Sept. 11, 2001, strikes on the Unit-
ed States.

The organization estimates
that between 300,000 and 1 mil-
lion people went missing in Iraq
during Saddam’s regime.

About 270 mass grave sites
have been identified in Iraq, but
exhumations have begun only at
the site near the Kurdish town of
Hatra.

“Resolving the fate of missing
persons is a crucial element in
providing justice for family mem-
bers and in allowing any reconcil-
iation process to move forward,”
said Kathryne Bomberger, the
ICMP chief of staff.

“The authorities in Iraq recog-
nize that unless the mass graves
are properly investigated, they
could pose a serious threat to so-
cial cohesion for generations to
come,” she said.

Feeling at home on the basketball court

Resolving the fate of missing persons is a crucial element in

providing justice for family members and in allowing any

reconciliation process to move forward.

Kathryne Bomberger

ICMP chief of staff
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BY LOUIS MEIXLER

The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Islamic
extremists have been moving sup-
plies and recruits from Iran into
Iraq, say Iraqi Kurdish and West-
ern officials, though it’s unclear
whether Tehran is covertly back-
ing them or militants are simply
taking advantage of the porous
border.

Iranian involvement with ex-
tremist groups in the Iraqi insur-
gency would be potentially explo-
sive, especially given the history
of U.S.-Iranian animosity. U.S. De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
said recently that Iran was en-
gaged in “a lot of meddling” in
Iraq but gave no details.

Iran, which shares a mountain-
ous 800-mile border with Iraq,
has confirmed that loyalists of the
al-Qaida-linked Ansar al-Islam
group illegally entered Iran from
Afghanistan after the start of the
U.S.-led 2001 war to oust the Tali-
ban and destroy Osama bin Lad-
en’s terrorist training camps. But
Iran’s government has repeatedly
denied it is backing the radicals.

A handful of senior al-Qaida op-
eratives who were among those
fleeing to Iran after the Afghani-
stan war may have developed a

working relationship with a spe-
cial military unit in Iran linked to
Tehran’s hard-liners, U.S. coun-
terterrorism officials have said.

The report by the official U.S.
commission investigating the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks also point-
ed to contacts between Iranian se-
curity officials and senior
al-Qaida figures and found evi-
dence that eight to 10 of the Sept.
11 hijackers passed through Irani-
an territory. There was, however,
no evidence the Iranians knew
that the hijackers were planning
to attack the World Trade Center.

Iraqi officials have suggested
privately that Iran, which is over-
whelmingly Shiite Muslim, is
backing its Shiite brethren who
form a slight majority in Iraq.
One Iraqi official said more than
100 volunteer fighters have en-
tered from Iran into southern
Iraq, where Iran may be trying to
use its influence within the domi-
nant Shiite community there.

Iran might also support extrem-
ists from the rival Sunni branch
of Islam — such al-Qaida fighters
or the group loyal to Jordanian
terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
— to gain influence in the Sunni
community, which is powerful in
central Iraq, and to destabilize
U.S. efforts to control the country,
some analysts say.

Brig. Sarkout Hassan Jalal, di-
rector of security in Sulaim-
aniyah, the largest city in Kurdi-

sh-controlled northern Iraq near
the Iranian border, said that Is-
lamic militants “are smuggling re-
cruits to Iraq from Iran ... [and]
then take them to Fallujah or
other hot spots.”

Another Kurdish official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
told The Associated Press that at
the start of the year, dozens of mil-

itants were crossing the mountain-
ous, poorly patrolled border each
week, but that the number had
fallen sharply in the past six
months.

The official said that extremists
who crossed the border often
headed for Mosul, the largest
Arab Sunni Muslim city in the
north and an area where Islamic

extremist groups are powerful.
He said some of the militants
have repeatedly crossed back and
forth, returning to Iraq with bet-
ter weapons and training.

A U.S. official said Kurdish se-
curity forces found passports
from Arab countries including
Yemen, Egypt and Saudi Arabia
beneath a floor at one safehouse.

BY PAISLEY DODDS

The Associated Press

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE,
Cuba — Lawyers for Osama bin Laden’s
driver are fighting to have his U.S. military
trial delayed until civilian courts rule on
whether the commissions, resurrected
from World War II, should be revamped to
give terror suspects fair trials.

The challenge before the federal courts
is one of several overlapping legal proceed-
ings creating headaches for the U.S. gov-
ernment and could dismantle the commis-
sions before the first trial begins next
month.

The commissions, or military trials,
were set up to try suspected terrorists held
at Guantanamo Bay.

Lawyers start pretrial motions hearings
Monday for Salim Ahmed Hamdan, a
34-year-old Yemeni who says he earned a
pittance driving the al-Qaida ringleader.
Hamdan is charged with conspiracy but
says he never supported terrorism and was
not an al-Qaida member.

“These commissions were intended for
people like Osama bin Laden, not a me-
chanic who drove people around,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Charlie Swift, Hamdan’s military-
appointed attorney. “The fact that we’re
doing this will taint the reputation of mili-
tary justice for years to come.”

Swift has filed a federal lawsuit, one of
more than 60 similar challenges, arguing
the commissions aren’t legal and shouldn’t
have jurisdiction to try the Hamdan case.

Swift wants his federal case to be heard be-
fore Hamdan’s scheduled Dec. 7 trial.

Since a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
June cleared the way for detainees to chal-
lenge their detentions in U.S. courts, civil-
ian attorneys have started to pour into
Guantanamo to meet with clients, one of
whom includes Omar Khadr, a Canadian
who was 15 when he arrived in 2002.

Some of the 550 prisoners from more
than 40 countries have been held for near-
ly three years, but few have had access to
attorneys and only four have been
charged. If they were to win in federal
court, their charges could be dismissed.

Air Force Lt. Col. Sharon Shaffer, who
represents accused al-Qaida paymaster
Ibrahim Ahmed Mahmoud al Qosi, said a

habeas petition would be filed Monday in
federal court in Washington alleging her
Sudanese client was tortured by U.S.
troops starting after he was captured by Pa-
kistani bounty hunters in December 2001,
and that he also suffered abuse at Guantan-
amo.

After a request nearly two months ago
by The Associated Press, the U.S. military
last week provided accounts of eight Guan-
tanamo abuse cases mentioned in a con-
gressional report, including one in which a
female interrogator exposed her T-shirt,
climbed on a detainee’s lap and began run-
ning her fingers through his hair.

Army Brig. Gen. Jay Hood, commander
of the Guantanamo mission, has said les-
sons have been learned and prisoners are
being treated humanely.

Supplies, militants
cross Iran to Iraq

Iraq border arrests

BAGHDAD — Iraqi border pa-
trols have arrested 203 Afghans
who illegally crossed into the
country from neighboring Iran, a
border official said Monday.

The arrests took place Sunday
and Monday along the desolate
mountain area straddling the
boundary between the two coun-
tries.

Iraq’s interim authorities face
a mounting task to ebb the influx
of foreigners into Iraq, many of
whom are suspected of joining
the insurgency against the U.S.-
backed government.

The Associated Press

Bin Laden’s former driver seeks delay in trial

AP

Kurdish smugglers load up their horses with goods to take across the border into Iran from Hergeina, Iraq,

in October. Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qaida have been moving supplies and recruits from Iran into

Iraq, say Iraqi, Kurdish and U.S. officials. It’s unclear whether Iran is covertly backing them or militants are

simply taking advantage of the porous border.
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The religious vote

ORLANDO, Fla. — America’s
conservative religious leaders,
credited with providing the mar-
gin of victory for President
Bush’s re-election, are ready to
present the White House with a
bill for services rendered.

The list, they say, is a lengthy
one, beginning with the nomina-
tion of U.S. Supreme Court jus-
tices who will overturn the land-
mark Roe v. Wade decision on
abortion, increased support for
a constitutional amendment ban-
ning gay marriage, and a larger
role in policing decency for the
Federal Communications Com-
mission.

The Rev. Steve Smith, spokes-
man for First Baptist Church of
Orlando, Fla., said Bush’s elec-
tion and his support among con-
servative Christians show large
portions of the electorate are
“grounded in traditional family
values.”

Paul Scroggins, executive di-
rector of the Christian service
agency Vision Orlando, said so-
cial and cultural matters impor-
tant to evangelicals might be-
come more of a priority for all
lawmakers if the group contin-
ues to flex its political muscle at
the polls.

Although Republicans sup-
ported faith-related causes dur-
ing the past four years, expecta-
tions have increased.

Rev. Richard Land, president
of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission, a strong Bush
supporter, predicted the pro-
posed amendment banning gay
marriage would be added to the
Constitution. With White House
backing, he said, it will pass the
U.S. Senate by the required
two-thirds majority — it has al-

ready passed in the House by a
simple majority — and will be
ratified by three-fourths of the
nation’s state legislatures.

Youth voter turnout

ST. LOUIS — Don’t believe
the hype about the disappoint-
ing youth vote this year.

Even as the polls closed last
Tuesday, many pundits, blog-
gers and reporters were asking
what happened to the much bal-
lyhooed young voters who were
supposed to turn out in huge
numbers, prodded to the polls
by MTV, the war in Iraq, frantic
college registration drives and a
close election.

But in the election aftermath,
many commentators said that
18- to 29-year-olds were, once
again, missing in action.

The truth is, by many mea-
sures, young people appeared to
have rocked the vote as prom-
ised and showed up in large
numbers — bigger even than in
1992, the last high mark for turn-
out among this group, according
to widely cited and accepted esti-
mates.

Researchers at the Center for
Information & Research on
Civic Learning & Engagement
estimate that 4.6 million more
people under the age of 30 voted
this year than in 2000, based on
exit polls and early vote total re-
sults.

People misinterpreted the
numbers, said Carrie Donovan,
youth director at the University
of Maryland research center.
Some news reports said that 10
percent of 18- to 24-year-olds
showed up at the polls, when in
fact 10 percent of the people in-
terviewed in exit polls were in
that age group.

From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White
House has been mum on person-
nel and Cabinet changes expect-
ed in President Bush’s second
term, but a man at the center of
the anticipated shuffle is staying.

The president asked Andrew
Card to remain as White House
chief of staff, the president’s
spokesman Scott McClellan said
Monday.

“Andy Card was honored to ac-
cept,” McClellan said of the
57-year-old Holbrook, Mass., na-
tive who is married to the Rev.
Kathleene Card and has three
children.

Promising to spend the political
capital he earned on a very ambi-
tious agenda, the president took
Card and national security advis-
er Condoleezza Rice with him to
Camp David to talk strategy.

There is much to consider:
Who will be in the Cabinet? How
will Bush deal with the nuclear
ambitions of North Korea and the
prospect that Iran will become a
nuclear power? Will the insurgen-
cy in Iraq be quelled? Domestical-
ly, there’s the question of how to

push for tax, medical liability and
Social Security reforms. And then
there’s the stalled Middle East
peace effort.

Monday marked the beginning
of Bush’s first full week at the
White House since his re-elec-
tion, and he was still being lauded
for his victory.

Bush received congratulatory
calls from leaders in Japan,
China, Turkey and South Africa
and dropped in on senior staff to
thank them for their hard work,
McClellan said.

Bush’s first week as a second
termer began slowly. Bush met
with Defense Secretary Donald

Rumsfled, but no public events
were scheduled Monday or Tues-
day and the only thing on Wednes-
day’s calendar is a dinner. The
public schedule picks up Thurs-
day when he meets with visiting
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, his steadfast ally in Iraq.

At his post-election news con-

ference Thursday, Bush acknowl-
edged that some of his decisions
were unpopular abroad. He said
U.S. security interests would still
drive his decision-making.

But he added: “I will reach out
to others and explain why I make
the decisions I make. Whatever
our past disagreements, we share
a common enemy, and we have
common duties to protect our peo-
ples, to confront disease and hun-
ger and poverty in troubled re-
gions of the world.”

Bush is under pressure from
U.S. allies in Europe to play a
more aggressive role in reviving
the Middle East peace process.
The election ballots were still
being counted when Blair de-
clared that the Mideast conflict is
the most important political chal-
lenge in the world today.

There is little the Bush adminis-
tration can do right away as long
as Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat continues his battle with a
possible terminal illness. Howev-
er, down the road — especially if
Arafat’s eventual successor is
able to temper violence and nego-
tiate with Israel — the administra-
tion could play a role in breaking
the Israeli-Palestinian standoff.

Poll: Voters glad to have quick election results

Administration looks at tax reform

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Most Ameri-
can voters say the decisive presi-
dential election last week has
given them renewed confidence
about the nation’s electoral sys-
tem and they’re hopeful about the
next four years, an Associated
Press Poll finds.

At the same time, they feel a
sense of urgency about Iraq, their
top priority for President Bush to
tackle after his re-election, ques-
tioning disclosed. Iraq was fol-
lowed by terrorism among voters’
leading concerns.

Voters took comfort from an
election that wasn’t tied up in the
courts, as in 2000.

“Anytime you have to wait as
long as it the election did in 2000,
it leaves people with doubts and a
bitter taste in their mouths,” said
Jim Seaman, a Republican busi-
nessman from Summerville, S.C.

The poll taken in the days fol-
lowing the election also found
that voters want Bush to cut the
deficit, which ballooned under his
watch, rather than pushing for
more tax cuts.

The voters’ concerns stood in
contrast to the priorities Bush
cited after he defeated Democrat
John Kerry. Bush pledged to ag-
gressively pursue major changes
in Social Security, tax laws and
medical malpractice awards. Ter-
rorism was a chief concern both

for Bush and many voters in the
poll.

“I earned capital in the cam-
paign, political capital, and now I
intend to spend it,” Bush said.

More than one-fourth of respon-
dents, 27 percent, named Iraq as
the top priority for Bush’s second
term, ahead of terrorism, the
economy and health care. Only 2
percent named taxes as a priority
in the poll conducted for the AP
by Ipsos-Public Affairs.

By more than a 2-1 ratio, voters
said they preferred that the presi-
dent balance the budget rather
than reduce taxes further.

The AP-Ipsos poll of 844 registered
voters was taken Nov. 3-5 and has a
margin of sampling error of plus or
minus 3.5 percentage points.

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — As the
White House prepares to name a
blue-ribbon panel on tax reform,
the labyrinthine U.S. revenue
code could face the first
top-to-bottom rewrite since Presi-
dent Reagan closed loopholes and
slashed income tax rates on a his-
toric scale in 1986.

“This is a fundamental look at
the entire code, every component
of the code,” a senior administra-
tion official said late last week.

Yet some political analysts and
policy advocates believe the re-
sult could turn out to be consider-
ably more modest. The commis-
sion might come up with provoca-
tive proposals, they said, but that
does not mean the president will
put his weight behind them.

Even if Bush decides to push
for major tax revisions, he proba-
bly will be constrained by the
soaring federal budget deficits
that began in his first term,
spurred in part by his huge tax
cuts. Bush has made renewal of
those cuts a high priority, stirring
concern among Democrats and
some Republican conservatives
about the impact on the deficit.
The president has said any broad-
er program of tax reform must
not worsen the deficit.

Basking in the glow of last
week’s electoral victory, Bush de-
clared that revamping the tax
code was at the top of his sec-
ond-term domestic agenda, along
with Social Security reform.

But the president offered only
vague clues as to what he had in
mind on taxes: The system

should be made simpler and fair-
er. It should encourage saving
and reward risk. There should be
fewer “loopholes” for special in-
terests, he said, but existing “in-
centives” such as the deductions
for mortgage interest and charita-
ble contributions should be re-
tained. And the changes, whatev-
er they were, should not cause
overall tax collections to rise.

“Simplification would be the
goal,” Bush said Thursday during
a post-election news conference.

Administration officials said
the next step in the process would
be the appointment by year’s end
of the special commission to
study reform options. Bush re-
vealed his intention to name the
group during his renomination ac-
ceptance speech at the Republi-
can National Convention in New
York last August.

IN THE STATES

White House: Chief of staff Card will stay

AP

President Bush and his family, first lady Laura Bush, twin daughters Jenna, right, and Barbara Bush, third

right, along with Lindsey Lineweaver, special assistant to Mrs. Bush, second right, arrive on the South Lawn

of the White House on Sunday in Washington.
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BY HOPE YEN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court
declined Monday to hear an appeal from
Washington state to stop minority felons
from seeking the right to vote.

Justices left intact a 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals decision that allows six
current and former inmates to challenge as
racially discriminatory a Washington state
law stripping them of their right to vote.
The inmates now can proceed to trial.

The high court, however, also let stand a
2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling in
the opposite direction. That lower court re-
jected an appeal from convicted New York
felon Jalil Abdul Muntaqim, saying states
should have the discretion to restrict vot-
ing rights unless Congress specifically
states otherwise.

The Washington case has significant po-
litical implications, particularly given the
close votes in the last two presidential
elections. A victory for inmates at the
Washington trial could stir lawsuits in the
47 other states — all except Maine and
Vermont — that prohibit imprisoned fel-

ons from voting.
A similar lawsuit by 600,000 felons in

Florida is pending in federal court there.
That case, or another one, could give the Su-
preme Court another opportunity to clear
up confusion.

The Washington inmates — four blacks,

one American Indian and one Hispanic —
filed the lawsuit in 1996, saying the state
law violates the federal Voting Rights Act
by denying them equal access to the polls.
Minorities are particularly hurt because
they are overrepresented in the prison com-
munity, they said.

The state of Washington countered that
Congress never intended to protect convict-
ed felons when it passed the Voting Rights
Act.

Also, if minorities are disproportionately
hurt, that is not the fault of the state law but
other factors such as unfair sentencing
practices, the state’s legal filings say.

In its ruling last year, a three-judge
panel of the 9th Circuit didn’t side with the
inmates, but agreed that their claims of
bias deserve a full airing in court.

It noted that blacks make up about 3 per-
cent of the state population but account for
37 percent of the “persistent offender” sen-
tences handed down.

Nationwide, about 4.7 million people are
ineligible to vote because of a felony convic-
tion, according to The Sentencing Project,
an advocacy group in Washington, D.C., a
number that could easily tip the balance in
a close race. Last week, President Bush
topped Sen. John Kerry by about 3.5 mil-
lion votes.

Of those disenfranchised because of con-
victions, about 1.4 million are black men.

The cases are Locke v. Farrakhan,
03-1597, and Muntaqim v. Coombe, 04-175.

The Associated Press

In developments Monday at the Su-
preme Court, the justices:

� Heard arguments in two cases with-
out Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist,
who is working from home while he re-
ceives radiation and chemotherapy for
thyroid cancer.

� Refused to consider whether health
insurers violate antitrust laws when
they team up with doctors to adopt reim-
bursement policies that siphon business
away from chiropractors.

� Wrangled with a case that seeks to

clarify when police can be sued for ar-
resting suspects on charges that later
fall apart. The Washington state case
being argued involves a man who sued
over his arrest during a traffic stop.

� Passed up a chance to consider
whether the U.S. Coast Guard can be
sued for providing questionable emer-
gency care to an injured Florida diver
who later became paralyzed.

� Declined to review four Massachu-
setts discrimination cases involving
judgments of thousands of dollars that
employers say should have been decid-
ed by juries, not judges.

The Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. — A contrite Gov. James E.
McGreevey delivered a farewell address Monday in
which he said he does not apologize “for being a gay
American but rather for having let personal feelings
impact my decision-making.”

McGreevey used the speech to list several accom-
plishments of his administration, but the Democrat
also expounded on the soul-searching that has occu-
pied his time since making his stunning, nationally
televised resignation announcement three months
ago with his wife and parents by his side.

“I am sorry that I have disappointed the citizens
of the state of New Jersey who gave me this enor-
mous trust,” said McGreevey, whose family did not
attend Monday’s speech.

McGreevey is to step down Nov. 15. He resigned
over a gay affair with a man identified as Golan
Cipel — hired by the governor in 2002 to head the
state’s Homeland Security department. Cipel has
steadfastly denied any involvement with

McGreevey and has alleged he was sexually ha-
rassed by the governor.

McGreevey highlighted reforms of the state’s
child welfare agency, environmental protections
and benefits for domestic partners as some of the
top achievements of his administration. But the bulk
of the speech focused on McGreevey’s beliefs on
what he called the nation’s divisive political climate
and his inner thoughts about being “an American
who just happens to be gay and proud.”

“I don’t look back with bitterness, anger or sor-
row. I look forward to seeking knowledge, a journey
of self-discovery,” the governor told a crowd of
about 400 people at a museum, at times quoting
from philosophers and poets.

Republicans have criticized McGreevey for stay-
ing in office so long after announcing his intention to
resign. The decision to remain in office until Nov. 15
means Senate President Richard Codey, a Demo-
crat, will serve out the final year of McGreevey’s
term. Had McGreevey stepped down immediately,
a special election would have been held.

BY BOB THOMAS

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Howard Keel, who lent
his good looks and rich baritone to such movie
musicals as “Seven Brides for Seven Broth-
ers” before reinventing himself as the macho
star of westerns and later aboard TV’s “Dal-
las,” has died.

Keel died Sunday morning of colon cancer
at his home in Palm Desert, according to his
son, Gunnar. He was 85.

Keel starred in Rodgers and Hammerstein
musicals in New York and London before
being signed to an MGM contract after World
War II.

He became a star with his first MGM film,
playing Frank Butler to Betty Hutton’s Annie
Oakley in “Annie Get Your Gun.”

Keel’s size and lusty voice made him an
ideal leading man for such stars as Esther Wil-
liams (“Pagan Love Song,” “Texas Carnival,”
“Jupiter’s Darling”), Ann Blyth (“Rose
Marie,” “Kismet”), Kathryn Grayson (“Show
Boat,” “Lovely to Look At,” “Kiss Me Kate”)
and Doris Day (“Calamity Jane”). His own fa-
vorite film was the exuberant “Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers.”

When film studios went into a slump,
MGM’s musical factory was disbanded. Keel
kept busy on the road in such surefire attrac-

tions of “Man of La Mancha,” “South Pacific,”
“Annie Get Your Gun” and “Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers.”

Keel was in his early 60s and presumably
nearing the end of his career when he sudden-
ly became a star in another medium.

From its start in 1978, “Dallas” with its com-
bination of oil, greed, sex and duplicity had be-
come the hottest series in television. Jim Davis,
who had played the role of Jock Ewing, died in
1981, and the producers needed another strong
presence to stand up to the nefarious J.R.
Ewing Jr. (Larry Hagman). They chose Keel.

“The show was enormous,” Keel said in
1995. “I couldn’t believe it. My life changed
again. From being out of it, I was suddenly a
star, known to more people than ever before.
Wherever I went, crowds appeared again, and
I started making solo albums for the first time
in my career.”

Keel was married and then divorced twice:
to actress Rosemary Cooper and dancer
Helen Anderson, with whom he had three chil-
dren: Kaija, Kristine and Gunnar. In 1970 he
married former airline stewardess Judy Mag-
amoll. They had one daughter, Leslie.

He continued singing in the 1980s, explain-
ing: “As long as I can sing halfway decent, I’d
rather sing [than act]. There’s nothing like
being in good voice, feeling good, having good
numbers to do and having a fine orchestra.”

Court decisions

BY CURT ANDERSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The FBI re-
ported Monday that 132 police of-
ficers were killed in the line of
duty in 2003, with guns and traf-
fic accidents claiming the most
lives.

Of the total, which is eight
deaths more than in 2002, 49
were killed in traffic accidents
and 45 slain with firearms. Thir-
ty-one of those killed with guns
were wearing body armor at the
time.

In all cases, the average age of
the officer killed was about 37
and average level of police experi-
ence 10 years. The totals trans-
late into one officer death every
2.8 days nationally, the FBI esti-
mated.

Authorities solved all the cases
in 2003 of officers who were shot
to death or otherwise intentional-
ly killed. Thirty-eight suspects
were arrested, 14 were killed by
police and six committed suicide,
according to the FBI.

About half of the officers killed
intentionally were making traffic
stops or arrests. Ten were slain
while investigating disturbance
calls, and nine were ambushed.

Twenty-eight of the 52 inten-
tional killings and 37 of the 80 ac-
cidental deaths took place in the
South, by far the deadliest re-
gion.

In addition to the officer
deaths, nearly 58,000 officers
were assaulted in 2003 while per-
forming official duties, with more
than 16,000 suffering injuries.
Eight out of 10 of these attacks in-
volved hands, fists and feet.

The report was culled from in-
formation submitted by more
than 10,000 state, local and tribal
law enforcement agencies.

N.J. governor gives farewell speech

AP

Actor Howard Keel, the broad-shouldered

baritone who romanced his way through a

series of glittery MGM musicals such as “Kiss

Me Kate” and “Annie Get Your Gun” and later

appeared on “Dallas,” died Sunday at age 85.

FBI: Guns,
traffic killed
most cops

AP

New Jersey Gov. James. E.
McGreevey is expected to resign

on Nov. 15, ending a term
plagued by scandal.

Musical star Keel dead at 85

Supreme Court won’t hear felon-voting case
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Fabric has ability to shrink enlarged organ, helping it pump more efficiently

BY JOHN HEILPRIN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Scientists say changes in the
earth’s climate from human influences are occur-
ring particularly intensely in the Arctic region, evi-
denced by widespread melting of
glaciers, thinning sea ice and ris-
ing permafrost temperatures.

A study released Monday said
the annual average amount of
sea ice in the Arctic has de-
creased by about 8 percent in the
past 30 years, resulting in the
loss of 386,100 square miles of
sea ice — an area bigger than
Texas and Arizona combined.

“The polar regions are essen-
tially the earth’s air conditioner,”
Michael McCracken, president
of the International Association
of Meteorology and Atmospheric
Sciences, told a news conference
Monday. “Imagine the earth hav-
ing a less efficient air condition-
er.”

Susan Joy Hassol, the report’s
lead author, said the Arctic proba-
bly would warm twice as much
as the Earth. A region of extreme
light and temperature changes,
the Arctic’s surfaces of ice, ocean
water, vegetation and soil are im-
portant in reflecting the sun’s
heat.

Pointing to the report as a
clear signal that global warming
is real, Sens. John McCain,
R-Ariz., and Joe Lieberman,
D-Conn., said Monday the “dire
consequences” of warming in the
Arctic underscore the need for
their proposal to require U.S. cuts in emissions of
carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping greenhouse
gases. President Bush has rejected that approach.

In the past half-century, average yearly tempera-
tures in Alaska and Siberia rose by about 3.6 de-
grees to 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit and winters in Alas-

ka and western Canada warmed by an average of 5
degrees to 7 degrees Fahrenheit.

With “some of the most rapid and severe climate
change on earth,” the Arctic regions’ melting con-
tributed to sea levels rising globally by an average

of about three inches in the past
20 years, the report said.

“These changes in the Arctic
provide an early indication of
the environmental and societal
significance of global warming,”
says the Arctic Climate Impact
Assessment, a four-year study
by 300 scientists in eight Arc-
tic-bordering nations, including
the United States.

This most comprehensive
study of Arctic warming to date
adds yet more impetus to the
projections by many of the
world’s climate scientists that
there will be a steady rise in glo-
bal temperature as the result of
greenhouse gases released into
the atmosphere from the burn-
ing of fossil fuels and other
sources.

It is based on ice core samples
and other evidence of climate
conditions such as
on-the-ground and satellite mea-
surements of surface air temper-
atures. Nations participating in
the study besides the United
States are Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Rus-
sia and Sweden.

The process is only likely to ac-
celerate in the Arctic, a region
that provides important resourc-
es such as oil, gas and fish, the
study finds.

The study projects that in the next 100 years, the

yearly average temperatures will increase by 7 to 13

degrees Fahrenheit over land and 13 to 18 degrees

over the ocean, mainly because the water absorbs

more heat.

Stocking adds stability to ailing hearts

Scientists: Human actions
boost Arctic temperatures

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — A simple fabric device
that looks like fishnet hose but acts like support
stockings helped weak hearts pump more effi-
ciently and even shrink back to a more normal
size, researchers reported at an American
Heart Association conference.

The device is targeted at people with heart
failure, which happens when a weak or dam-
aged heart can’t pump as forcefully as it
should. The heart enlarges, fluid backs up into
the lungs, and people get more and more short
of breath and tired, often making many trips to
the hospital until their hearts eventually give
out.

About 5 million Americans have this condi-
tion and more than a million have the type that
might be helped by the new stocking-like de-
vice.

The mesh stocking is still experimental but
its maker, Acorn Cardiovascular Inc. of St.
Paul, Minn., already has approval to sell it in
Europe and will seek the same from the feder-
al Food and Drug Administration early next
year.

Several experts said Sunday the surgically

implanted stocking could fill a gap for people
who are not helped by drugs or pacemakers
and who do not want or cannot have a mechani-
cal heart pump or an organ transplant.

“We have little to offer surgically,” said Dr.
Timothy Gardner, a heart surgeon from the
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia
who had no role in the study. “There’s a lot of
interest in this kind of simple technique.”

Dr. Douglas Mann, the Baylor College of
Medicine cardiologist who led a company-fund-
ed study of the device, called it “breakthrough
technology.”

“This does more than any existing therapy
that’s out there today,” he said.

The company-sponsored study included 300
patients at 28 hospitals in the United States and
one in Canada.

One part involved 193 people having surgery
to fix a leaky heart valve, a common problem
in heart failure patients. Doctors gave 102 stan-
dard surgery and the other 91, surgery plus the
heart stocking.

The second part of the study involved 107
people who did not need valve surgery. Fifty
were given standard treatment drugs — ACE
inhibitors, beta blockers and water pills — and
the other 57 got drugs plus surgery to install
the stocking.

After an average of two years, 38 percent of
the stocking group had improved compared
with 27 percent of the others, according to a rat-
ing system including survival and other fac-
tors. About 37 percent with the stocking got
worse compared to 45 percent of the others.

Only 19 stocking recipients needed a trans-
plant, a mechanical heart pump or other major
heart operation, but 33 in the other group did.

“We think this stabilizes the disease pro-
cess” by relieving the pressure on the heart
and giving it support so it can rest between
beats, Mann said.

Researchers also measured changes in the
heart’s shape and size and found dramatic dif-
ferences with the stocking around the organ.

“These big hearts, with this device, became
small hearts,” and went from a basketball
shape to the more natural football shape that
lets them beat as they should, Mann said.

The stocking actually changes the size of the
cells making up the heart, said Dr. Spencer
Kubo, Acorn’s medical director.

The device did not help people avoid hospital
stays, but doctors hope it will with longer use.
They also hope to develop a way to install it
through “keyhole” surgery rather than a big
cut in the chest. Company officials would not
say what the device is expected to cost.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Business
schools around the nation are in-
cluding tips from “The Appren-
tice” in their MBA programs.

The show and its star, billion-
aire Donald Trump, have been
used in the past to spark debate
among students. But now profes-
sors are using fundamentals from
the NBC hit in the lecture halls.

“Business as a discipline and
an academic study area is on the
rise,” Denise Schoenbachler,
chair of Northern Illinois Univer-
sity’s marketing department told
The New York Post in Monday
editions. “And things like this that
are innovative and unique get stu-
dents excited.”

For example, students in Schoe-
nbachler’s “Marketing Appren-
tice” class competed for scholar-
ship money by competing in foot-
ball ticket sales and raising
money for troops in Iraq.

Trump himself has said he’s im-
pressed with his show’s class-
room appeal at schools like Bab-
son College in Massachusetts,
Southern Methodist University in
Dallas, and Ohio State University
in Columbus.

But there are critics.
“I think the show has a place as

an illustration,” said Sheila Well-
ington, clinical professor at New
York University’s Stern School of
Business. “I don’t think there’s
enough content there to build a
course around.”

Courtesy of NBC

Donald Trump stands with advisor Carolyn Kepcher during an episode
of NBC’s “The Apprentice”.

“Apprentice” hits the classroom
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BY LARA SUKHTIAN

The Associated Press

CLAMART, France — Yasser Arafat’s
wife on Monday accused his top lieuten-
ants of seeking to grab control from her ail-
ing husband, nearly torpedoing a visit by
top Palestinian officials in the first sign of
an open power struggle. Later, hospital offi-
cials restricted visitors to Arafat.

Despite the flap, Prime Minister Ahmed
Qureia and former Prime Minister Mah-
moud Abbas left the West Bank for Jordan
to get a flight to Paris to visit Arafat, con-
sult with his doctors and meet with top
French officials, including President
Jacques Chirac.

But as Qureia and Abbas were on their
way, a spokesman for the military hospital
where Arafat is being treated said the Pal-
estinian leader remained in stable condi-
tion in the intensive care unit, and the
“medical situation ... compels us to restrict
visitors” to him.

After reading a brief statement, Gen.
Christian Estripeau did not take any ques-
tions. It remained unclear whether the re-
striction would keep Qureia and Abbas
away from Arafat. If it does, they could ask
Chirac to intervene.

Arafat remains in “stable” condition in
intensive care, a hospital spokesman said
Monday.

In a screaming telephone call from
Arafat’s hospital bedside earlier Monday,
Suha Arafat told Al-Jazeera television that
Arafat’s aides were conspiring to usurp
her husband’s four-decade-long role as Pal-
estinian leader.

“Let it be known to the honest Palestin-
ian people that a bunch of those who want
to inherit are coming to Paris,” she shout-
ed in Arabic in her first public comments
since Arafat left his West Bank compound
for France.

“I tell you they are trying to bury Abu
Ammar alive,” she continued, using
Arafat’s nom de guerre. “He is all right
and he is going home.”

In response, the top aides to Arafat brief-
ly canceled their trip to Paris, but Palestin-
ian Foreign Minister Nabil Shaath, who is
accompanying them, later said the trip was
back on and they left Ramallah for Jordan.

A senior aide to Arafat, Tayeb Abdel
Rahim, originally said the three were
angry with Arafat’s wife and did not want
to travel to Paris.

“What came from Suha doesn’t repre-
sent our people,” he said. “If the president
were to hear that, he would reject it com-
pletely.”

He said Suha Arafat “wanted to destroy
the Palestinian leadership’s decision and
to be the lone decision-maker.”

Suha Arafat said she was calling from
Arafat’s bedside at the hospital near Paris,
where the 75-year-old leader has been in
intensive care since Wednesday.

A producer from Al-Jazeera told The As-
sociated Press the station was confident it
was Suha Arafat on the phone. She first
called the network’s Ramallah office, then
its headquarters in Qatar.

Palestinians have been making contin-
gency plans and working to avoid chaos or
violence in the event of Arafat’s death.

Qureia and Abbas have been working to-
gether to run Palestinian affairs in Arafat’s

absence and to prevent chaos and violence
if the Palestinian leader dies. Qureia has
taken on some of Arafat’s executive and se-
curity powers, while Abbas has been chair-
ing meetings of the PLO’s executive body.

Jamil Tarifi, the Palestinian minister of
civil affairs, told Al-Jazeera the group ini-
tially was hesitant about going, but the ex-
ecutive committee decided the trip would
help “reassure” worried Palestinians. The
group was due in Paris on Monday evening
and scheduled to meet with Chirac and
French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier
on Tuesday.

Some Palestinians have complained
Suha Arafat has gained too much power.
She controls the flow of information about
Arafat’s condition and has taken charge of
access to her husband.

“It’s an absurd situation that Suha is sit-
ting there and deciding when, how and
who,” Sufian Abu Zaida, a Palestinian Au-
thority official, told Israel’s Army Radio.

Suha Arafat, 41, lives in Paris and has
not been to the West Bank or had not seen
her husband since the latest round of Pales-
tinian violence began in 2000. She is wide-
ly believed to have control of vast funds col-
lected by the PLO.

She has largely stayed out of Palestinian
politics, although she has occasionally
made comments that caused her problems.
She has expressed sympathy for militant
Palestinian groups, and during a 1999
meeting with then-first lady Hillary Clin-
ton she accused Israel of using poison gas
against the Palestinians.

Bashes developing Palestinian power struggle
as potential successors make way to France

French forces take positions near
Ivory Coast president, ask for calm

Jordanians militants acquitted of planned strike

AMMAN, Jordan — Jordan’s military court on Monday acquitted
four alleged Muslim militants of conspiracy to attack U.S. forces in the
kingdom, saying a government declaration last year that no foreign
troops were stationed in Jordan nullified the charges against them.

The court, however, sentenced the four — including a policeman and
a former Finance Ministry official — to one year in jail for illegal posses-
sion of an automatic weapon. The guilty verdict can be appealed.

From The Associated Press

Arafat’s wife criticizes PLO officials’ visit

AP

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, center,
and his wife, Suha, hold hands prior to
Arafat’s departure from his West Bank
compound in Ramallah on Oct. 29.

BY PARFAIT KOUASSI

The Associated Press

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast —
French armored vehicles took up
positions near the home of Ivory
Coast’s president Monday, and
thousands of his supporters
marched on the site, fearing an at-
tempt to oust him as France
clamped down on violence in its
former West African colony.

The commanders of Ivory
Coast and French forces ap-
peared jointly on state television
to appeal for calm. Earlier,
French troops fired warning
shots to ward off the surging,
chanting throngs filling the
streets around the home of Presi-
dent Laurent Gbagbo.

A weekend of unrest by ma-
chete-waving mobs confronting
French troops has left more than
500 people wounded, a Red Cross
official said. Two Abidjan hospi-
tals told The Associated Press
they handled a total of five dead
and 250 wounded in Monday’s vio-
lence alone, with at least three
killed by gunshots.

Fifty armored vehicles moved

in around Gbagbo’s home in
Ivory Coast’s commercial capital,
Abidjan, presidential spokesman
Desire Tagro said. “Their pres-
ence here is scaring people.
They’re crying and they think
that President Gbagbo is going to
be overthrown.”

The French denied surround-
ing the house or intending to oust
Gbagbo, saying forces only were
securing a temporary base at a
hotel a couple hundred yards
away for foreign evacuations.

Gen. Matthias Doue, Ivorian
chief of army staff, urged rioters
to go home, adding: “I call on peo-
ple to remain calm.”

Despite the appeal, the protest
swelled by several thousand peo-
ple by late afternoon.

A standoff arose outside Abid-
jan as well, as several hundred
loyalist youths stood on a main
road, blocking a 70-vehicle, heavi-
ly armed convoy of French rein-
forcements trying to enter the
city.

Tensions also crossed Ivory
Coast’s borders, with U.N. offi-
cials telling AP that more than
1,000 refugees have fled into
neighboring Liberia.

The Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
Muslim groups asked the Dutch
government Monday to protect Is-
lamic sites after an elementary
school was bombed — the latest
in escalating tensions following
the killing of a filmmaker, alleged-
ly by an Islamic radical.

The powerful, pre-dawn explo-
sion in Eindhoven, about 75 miles
south of Amsterdam, caused no in-
juries but blew out the school’s
front doors and scattered glass
and debris across the usually

quiet neighborhood.

City officials announced round-
the-clock police protection for Is-
lamic buildings, fearing further
reprisals for the killing last Tues-
day of Theo van Gogh. Six alleged
Islamic radicals are in custody in
connection with his death.

Eindhoven, an industrial city of
200,000 people, has five mosques.
Ayhan Tonca, chairman of the
Contact Group for Muslims and
Government, said the Muslim
community fears further attacks.

“We had seen a number of inci-

dents of arson already but this
was a full-scale bombing,” Tonca
said. “We can only be grateful
that it was in the middle of the
night and not when the children
were at school.”

Despite calls for restraint by
government leaders for calm,
Van Gogh’s murder has un-
leashed a wave of violence aimed
at the Muslim community.

“Eindhoven is shocked, very
shocked, by a cowardly deed in the
middle of the night when normal
citizens are sleeping,” Eindhoven
Mayor Alexander Sakkers said.

AP

Muslims gather to talk after the Friday service at the Al-Tabir Mosque in Amsterdam, Netherlands. The

murder of Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh on Tuesday has brought to the forefront the uneasy relations

between Muslims and non-Muslims in Europe.
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European Muslims ask for protection
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Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

Anaconda is no garrison

I am writing in response to “Daily at-
tacks on base dubs it ‘Mortari-
taville’ ”(Oct. 18, Mideast edition).

Why, on a base that is supposed to be
garrison, are we required to wear our
body armor and Kevlar at all times when
outside?

Why, on this garrison post, is the post ex-
change, the temporary mobilization cen-
ter, finance, and every other building hard-
ened, protecting us from the daily mortar-
ing?

Please don’t misunderstand me. I feel
very lucky to be stationed on such a large
post with luxuries like a movie theater, an
Olympic-size swimming pool, a PX, a
Pizza Hut and a Burger King. I realize that
there are thousands of soldiers who eat
Meals, Ready to Eat daily and haven’t
been to a movie theater in months. I do con-
sider myself lucky. I just don’t understand
the mind-set of the people who want to call
this post “garrison.”

If there is a shortage of soldiers on this
post and the 81st Brigade Combat Team re-
quested more soldiers to provide more pa-
trols outside the wire, why are military po-
lice patrolling the base’s roads with radar
guns ticketing speeders?

With the shortage of soldiers, why are
there several soldiers stationed at each din-
ing facility solely to turn hungry soldiers
away because their physical training
socks are too short?

Lastly, with the lack of soldiers for pa-
trolling, why do numerous operations on
Logistics Support Activity Anaconda have
an overabundance of soldiers?

I just think that it’s time for higher head-
quarters to stop deluding themselves into
believing that this post is garrison and do
some reorganizing, restructuring, and re-
thinking about the most effective way to
utilize the troops on LSA Anaconda. On a
garrison post, Spc. Jeremy Dimaranan
wouldn’t have died from a mortar attack at
the PX. Dimaranan, you are not forgotten.

Spc. Margaret A. Hennessey

LSA Anaconda, Iraq

It’s called CIB for a reason

I agree wholeheartedly with the com-
mand sergeant major from Camp Black-
jack, Iraq (“Many perform infantry du-
ties,” Nov. 3).

The command sergeant major stated
that the 11/18-series personnel are not the
only ones out there doing an infantryman’s
work. I must, however, state that while
this is very much the truth and fact of to-
day’s current military situation, it is called
a Combat Infantryman’s Badge for a rea-
son.

I do not wish to disparage any of my
brothers and sisters in the Army who are
serving anywhere in the current theaters
of combat, but if you want some recogni-
tion for your efforts in the combat zone
other than a combat patch, then I would
suggest you start working on it through
the proper channels and keep at it until
you have exhausted all means or you
achieve your goal.

The CIB has a history that I would not
wish to tarnish by giving it to a soldier
other than an 11- or 18-series-trained sol-
dier. I went through the toughest basic
training course I know that is not Marines
or special operations training, and I stand
proud for it as I am sure my fellow
11/18-series-trained soldiers are. I am also
crosstrained in several other jobs, but cur-
rently I am filling the job as an 11B, infan-
tryman.

The history of the CIB should be left in-
tact and allowed to be awarded in its in-
tended form. I am 100 percent behind the
creation of distinctive combat badges for
each military occupational specialty but it
will not get done by anyone if those of you
who are not 11- or 18-series trained sit
around and complain about it.

Use the chain of command or your politi-
cal reps at home and start getting it done.
Then and only then will you finally be able
to see the results you want to see.

Spc. John D.Cook

Farah, Afghanistan

The CIB regulation

There has been much discussion recent-
ly concerning who deserves to be awarded
the Combat Infantryman Badge. The pur-
pose of this letter is to neither advocate a
position on this subject, nor propose alter-
nate badges to recognize soldiers who do
not qualify, but to give the real reason the
CIB will, under current law, never be
awarded to anyone other than an infantry-
man. The reason, dare I say, has to do with
sex.

Army Regulation 600-13, Army Policy
for the Assignment of Female Soldiers
states the following: “The Army’s assign-
ment policy for female soldiers allows
women to serve in any officer or enlisted
specialty or position except in those spe-
cialties, positions, or units (battalion size
or smaller) which are assigned a routine
mission to engage in direct combat, or
which collocate routinely with units as-
signed a direct combat mission.”

The Marine Corps has had the creed

“Every Marine is a rifleman.” The Army,
as a consequence of the emerging nonlin-
ear nature of current and future battle-
fields, now instills the same mind-set in its
soldiers.

The global war on terror requires units
with traditional support roles to engage in
more active missions that routinely bring
them in direct contact with the enemy. Ar-
tillery, air defense, armor and other forma-
tions have left traditional roles and equip-
ment behind to conduct operations indis-
tinguishable from those of infantry units.
Cooks, clerks and mechanics gear-up for
patrols. Convoys bristle with weapons, car-
ried by soldiers trained not to just survive
an encounter, but take the fight to the
enemy and defeat him.

A great number of these combat sol-
diers are women.

To loosen the criteria for awarding the
CIB, or create other, equivalent devices,
would necessarily require an end to the
charade that women are serving only in
specialties, positions or units which, as ex-
pressed by the will of the people through
USC Title 10 and implemented by the Sec-
retary of the Army by regulation and poli-
cy, are expressly prohibited.

Chief Warrant Officer 4
Kenneth C. Jensen

Hanau, Germany

Brass unlikely to see penalty

I read in Stripes where the powers to be
want to start a new rule: If you are caught
with a prostitute, it will end your career. If
the person caught is married, then I agree,
as this is adultery. I spent 30 years in the
Marines and have yet to find a base where
the local community did not have prosti-
tutes.

I also read in the newspaper [this sum-
mer] where prostitutes were talking about
the increase in business during the Demo-
cratic and Republican conventions. Gee, I
wonder who their clients were?

The Department of Defense wants to
change the regulations. I will agree, pro-
vided that officers, especially flag-grade of-
ficers, are held accountable when they
commit these acts. I have seen where the
enlisted person, when charged and convict-
ed, loses everything including his retire-
ment benefits. I have seen where generals
and admirals lose one rank and are al-
lowed to retire. As long as there are double
standards, there will be no justice.

The senior leadership is supposed to be
setting the example. The previous com-
mander in chief was a perfect example of
not setting the standard. Members of Con-
gress and the Senate should also be respon-
sible for setting the standard. If they can-
not, then they should be dismissed from
their positions, as they are the ones repre-
senting our states and our great country.

I know that if these conditions are added
in before it is voted on, then there will be
no changes to the current regulations — as
the senior leadership will not want to be
subject to the same standards they expect
of enlisted members of the armed forces.

A.R. Nichols
Camp Kinser, Okinawa
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY PETER CARLSON

The Washington Post

W
hat? It’s over? Al-
ready? That’s no fun.
What about the re-
counts? What about

the lawsuits? Where are the duel-
ing protesters, the dueling pundits,
the dueling courts issuing dueling
rulings? After 18 months of fe-
vered campaigning, it’s all over in
one lousy day — well, maybe a
lousy day and a half. It’s so retro,
so 20th century. Come on, candi-
dates, this is a new millennium and
voters were spoiled by the election
of 2000, when the excitement — or
whatever you call it — continued
for 36 fun-filled days.

Ah, those were the days — and
days and days and days.

Absolutely nothing is happen-
ing. But back in 2000, the fun was
just cranking up around now. You
remember it: Al Gore had conced-
ed defeat, then unconceded, telling
George Bush, “Don’t get snippy!”
A mob of angry old people — many
hobbling on canes or sitting in
wheelchairs — clogged the streets
of downtown West Palm Beach to
protest the infamous “butterfly bal-
lot,” which was so confusing it
caused elderly liberal Jews to vote
for Pat Buchanan by accident.

Ah, the butterfly ballot! It brings
back memories, doesn’t it? Remem-
ber how Florida was invaded by
SWAT teams of pit-bull lawyers,
each led by a former secretary of
state — Jim Baker for the Republi-
cans, Warren Christopher for the
Democrats? Dueling secretaries of
state — now that’s entertainment!
Remember the wonderful scenes
of election officials holding ballots
up to the light, going cross-eyed as
they looked for chads in all their in-
finite varieties: hanging chads,
swinging chads, bent chads and
pregnant chads?

Remember the big banana-yel-
low Ryder truck that carried Palm
Beach County’s ballots 450 miles
to a court in Tallahassee, accompa-
nied by a police escort and news he-
licopters that showed its progress
live to cable news junkies nation-
wide? Driver Tony Enos stopped at
a rest area near Disney World and
was besieged by TV reporters who
filmed him drinking orange juice
and saying, “The ballots seem to
be riding fine back there.”

It was, without a doubt, the most
exciting vehicle-on-highway story
since O.J.’s white Bronco.

Speaking of entertainment, re-
member all those great editorial
cartoons and those Internet jokes

showing ballots where every line
ended up pointing to “George W.
Bush”? …

Remember Katherine Harris,
who served simultaneously as Flor-
ida’s top election official and
co-chairman of the Bush campaign
in the state? Remember all the
jokes about her makeup? She
caused Democrats to froth at the
mouth and babble uncontrollably,
with former Clinton aide Paul Be-
gala calling her a “dilettante debu-
tante Republican hack” and law-
yer Alan Dershowitz calling her “a
crook and an operative.”

Then there was the Miami-Dade
election board, which voted not to
conduct a recount, then voted to
conduct a recount, then voted to
stop the recount in the middle? Hol-
lywood’s best writers couldn’t
make that stuff up.

And the angry mob that pound-
ed on the walls outside the room
where the Miami-Dade election of-
ficials were conducting their re-
count, screaming: “Stop the count!
Stop the fraud!” They looked like
garden-variety thugs, but they
turned out to be hotshot Republi-
can Hill staffers.

“This is more exciting than any
sporting event,” a spectator at a
12-hour-long meeting of the Palm

Beach election board told The
Washington Post. “This is better
than a subway Series.”

He was right, of course. Boy,
those days were fun! But this year
… pfffft! This post-election is a
total bust. …

The guy who came in second
simply quits, explaining that be-
cause he got fewer votes he lost.
Sure, that may be technically true,
but where’s the fun in that? When
you think about what could have
been, you weep. Ten days of Buck-
eye bureaucrats counting more

than 100,000 Ohio provisional bal-
lots, as the world watches. Law-
yers swarming into the state, suing
and countersuing. Protesters
screaming at one another in the
streets.

Pundits screaming at one anoth-
er on TV …

But, alas, it’s not to be. … And
now political junkies are going
through cold turkey, waiting for
the 2008 campaign to begin, which
probably won’t happen for, oh, at
least two weeks. Darn it, it’s just
not right.

Peter Carlson is a Post reporter.

‘Last Letters Home’ painful (but important) to see
BY ERIC MINK

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

B
ullets and bombs favor no candi-
date, no political party. Land
mines, tank shells, mortars and
rocket-propelled grenades do not

discriminate on the basis of race, religion,
gender, nationality, ethnic origin or social
status. Order men and women to war, and
some will die.

Through Oct. 31, 1,123 U.S. military per-
sonnel have died in Iraq. By Jan. 20, the
number will be higher, when George W.
Bush stands on the steps of the U.S. Capitol
swearing to preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution as president and commander in
chief. More will die before his next
four-year term expires.

When an American servicemember dies
in Iraq, the nation is informed, a community
takes note and pays respect, and a circle of
family and friends grieves. For those outside
the circle, it is possible to mark the fatality
as a tick of a running tally, an inevitable albe-
it regrettable consequence of armed con-
flict. Inside the circle, though, nothing is ab-
stract: Notification — the knock on the door
— hits people like a fist to the chest. Be-
reaved survivors ache with loss as if suf-
fused with infection and fever. Conscious-
ness short-circuits. Perceptions shift.

Assumptions vaporize.
What does such anguish look like, sound

like, feel like? Ten families who have lost
sons and daughters in Iraq allowed writer-di-
rector Bill Couturie within their private cir-
cles so he could honor their loved ones by
telling just a sliver of their stories.

Couturie’s one-hour film, “Last Letters
Home: Voices of American Troops from the
Battlefields of Iraq,” premieres on Veterans
Day on HBO in the States. HBO is allowing
cable systems to unscramble the program
for all customers, not just HBO subscribers.

“Last Letters Home,” delicately fashioned
around readings by family members of let-
ters they received from Iraq, is quiet, honest
and heartbreaking. Notwithstanding the

ubiquitous Internet, many of the letters
were handwritten — transformed by death
into artifacts bearing the precious personal
marks of their writers. Most teemed with
chatty banter about service life, sweet mes-
sages for those back home and requests for
care packages. A few conveyed ominous pre-
monitions.

Some arrived like ghosts — after the fami-
ly had learned of the soldier’s fate.

The documentary (Life Books has issued
a companion hardback volume) took shape
after The New York Times began publishing
excerpts of letters sent home by troops who
died in Iraq. But the film — which blends rel-
atives’ on-camera readings and recollec-
tions and unspoken sadness with still photos
and composer Todd Boekelheide’s poignant
score — is far more powerful.

Through each of the 10 segments, a dis-
tinctive individual comes into focus. Pfc. Ra-
heen Heighter pays tribute to his mom. Spc.
Michelle Witmer bubbles about her promo-
tion and asks her mom and dad to pray for
her. Sgt. Frank Carvill cautions his young
nephews to “watch out for cars” when

they’re riding their bikes; his sister says he
turned back into a kid when he played with
the boys. Spc. Robert Allen Wise offers a
wry reference to “The Wizard of Oz,” saying
he clicked his heels three times but still
didn’t get home.

The film closes with the story of Pfc. Jesse
A. Givens, who sensed he would not return
and wrote a letter to be sent only if he died.
The letter asks his wife, Melissa, to “please
find it in your heart to forgive me for leaving
you alone.” He urges his unborn son, Car-
son, to “please be proud of me, and please
don’t stop loving life.” Melissa calls the let-
ter “the hardest and the best thing I ever
read.” She received it four weeks after learn-
ing Jesse had died — when she arrived
home from the hospital after giving birth to
Carson.

“Last Letters Home” is scrupulously free
of overt politics. If these mothers, fathers,
sisters, wives and girlfriends expressed any
anger at their government when Couturie
filmed them, he left it out.

What they convey instead is palpable sor-
row for the beloved souls taken from them

and for the loss of the now-impossible
dreams they shared.

That doesn’t mean, though, that the film
lacks political implications. Givens, for ex-
ample, drowned when a bank of the Euph-
rates River gave way and his M-1 tank slid
beneath its waters. It was May 1, 2003 — the
day President Bush stood on an aircraft car-
rier off the coast of San Diego and declared
that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended.

The essential truth of “Last Letters
Home” is that the war in Iraq, like all wars,
has a cost. It is a cost not calculated in bud-
gets and materiel, in alliances made or bro-
ken, in sovereignty transferred, police forc-
es trained or infrastructure reconstructed. It
is measured, rather, in the deaths of distinct
human beings one by one, in the fracturing
of families, in the unknowable loss of whatev-
er these individuals might have done with
the lives taken from them.

The solemn responsibility of the presi-
dent, whoever he is, is to decide whether
these costs are worth it.

Eric Mink is commentary editor
for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

No chads? Election ’04 sure left us hanging

OPINION
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The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Union’s head office
said Monday it had filed a com-
plaint against the United
States and Canada for failing
to lift sanctions against the EU
over its ban on imports of hor-
mone-treated beef.

“There is no reason why Eu-
ropean companies should con-
tinue to be targeted by sanc-
tions when they export to Cana-
da and the United States,” EU
Trade Commissioner Pascal
Lamy said. Lamy said the
EU’s contentious ban “on cer-
tain growth-promoting hor-
mones is now in full respect”
of world trade rules. The EU
complaint was filed at the
World Trade Organization.

EU spokeswoman Arancha
Gonzalez said officials had
been in contact with both gov-
ernments to “invite them to lift
their sanctions” after the
25-nation bloc passed new leg-
islation limiting the ban on hor-
mones.

The United States and Cana-
da said last year they would
maintain their trade sanctions
against the EU over its hor-
mone ban, rejecting claims by
Brussels that it now has solid
scientific proof that the meat
poses a risk to human health.

EU files beef
complaint
against U.S.

BY TONY CZUCZKA

The Associated Press

GOERLITZ, Germany — Fifteen years after the
fall of the Berlin Wall, the lovingly restored houses,
squares and churches in this medieval town look
like monuments to success in Germany’s massive ef-
fort to revive its once-communist east.

But at night a different picture emerges in the
dark windows and empty streets: Half the apart-
ments in the city center stand empty behind their el-
egant baroque and art deco facades.

Cultural treasures boost pride but can’t cover up
the town’s dramatic loss of people and jobs. High un-
employment remains the worst symptom of an un-
solved economic mess that continues to drain the
life out of what used to be East Germany.

It’s more than enough to dampen any festive
mood Tuesday, the anniversary of East Germany’s
Nov. 9, 1989, decision to open the Berlin Wall in the
face of huge pro-democracy demonstrations. East
and West Germany merged 11 months later, ending
their 40-year Cold War divide.

The East’s stagnation, a legacy of a failed invest-
ment spree and high taxes and regulation imported
from West Germany, has made a mockery of former
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 1990 promise of “flower-
ing landscapes” in an east freed of communist rule.

Reunification began with euphoria, and the
wealthy west began pumping what would eventually
amount to $1.5 trillion into the east, expecting that
the poorer cousins would soon catch up. The money
built new highways, train stations, telephone net-
works and shopping malls, and rescued historical
treasures such as Goerlitz’s downtown, which had
crumbled under communism.

But new buildings didn’t equal jobs: Every fifth
easterner remains out of work, roughly twice the na-
tional average.

Add growing pressure on jobs also in the west,

where unemployment is over 9 percent, and eastern-
ers can expect even less sympathy from their richer
brethren this year.

“The relationship is still tense and difficult, and it
doesn’t appear to be getting easier,” Mayor Rolf Kar-
baum said in his office at Goerlitz’s 16th-century
town hall.

The troubles faced by Goerlitz, 120 miles south-
east of Berlin, are mirrored across much of the east.
The city’s outmoded smokestack industries col-
lapsed in the breakneck switch to capitalism, wiping
out 10,000 jobs in a population of 72,000.

That population shrank by nearly a quarter as the
educated, young and talented headed west to find
work, leaving behind the elderly and unskilled. Un-
employment has hovered around 25 percent for
years.

“The young people don’t come back once they
have some job training in the west,” Karbaum said.
“They stay where they have their new environment,
their newly founded families.”

Overall, the east has lost more than 800,000 of its
17 million people. Business groups in Saxony state,
where Goerlitz is located, launched a job-offer Web
site wistfully called www.sachsekommzurueck.de

— “Saxon, come back.”
Meanwhile, the next front in the competition for

jobs has opened, just across the Neisse river in the
town of Zgorzelec in Poland, one of the former Sovi-
et bloc nations that joined the European Union on
May 1.

Germans trek to Zgorzelec for cheaper haircuts,
food and gasoline. Already, the region’s prized blue
polka-dot pottery is made in low-wage Poland.

Karbaum fears the German side won’t be able to
keep up.

If an investor comes sniffing around Goerlitz,
“he’ll also be ready to make that little hop across the
river,” Karbaum worried.

“Over there, you have a whole other set of condi-
tions — dream conditions.”

BY GARENTINA KRAJA

The Associated Press

PRISTINA, Serbia-Montenegro
— Kosovo’s top U.N. official decid-
ed Monday to hand over more
power to the province’s govern-
ment by creating three new minis-
tries, the United Nations said.

The new ministries will deal
with energy, local governance
and the return of Serbs and other
minorities that have fled the prov-
ince, a U.N. statement said.

Soren Jessen-Petersen, who
heads the U.N. administration in

Kosovo, also decided to create the
post of deputy prime minister and
other deputy ministers, the state-
ment said.

The U.N. said the decisions
were part of the process of trans-
ferring power to Kosovo’s fledg-
ling institutions. It didn’t say
when the new ministries would
be opened.

Currently, the Kosovo govern-
ment has 10 ministries.

The province also has a presi-

dent and an elected assembly
with limited power. The ultimate
authority in decision-making, par-
ticularly in matters of security
and justice, rests with the U.N.
mission which navigates the dis-
puted province toward a settle-
ment.

The United Nations has been
administering Kosovo since June
1999, following NATO’s air war
that halted a Serb crackdown on
independence-seeking ethnic Al-

banians. That war left an estimat-
ed 10,000 ethnic Albanians dead.

Since then tens of thousands of
Serbs and other minorities fled
Kosovo following attacks by eth-
nic Albanian extremists bent on
revenge.

Jessen-Petersen’s decision
came a few weeks after general
elections in Kosovo. President Ibra-
him Rugova’s party won the elec-
tions, but fell short of winning an
absolute majority to govern alone.

The main political parties are
negotiating ways to form a new
government.

U. N. official: Kosovo to have more power

The Associated Press

ROME — A series of killings and gang
shootouts in Naples have Italian officials wor-
ried that the southern city is turning into the
“Wild West” of Italy, with many calling for
tougher measures to curb the violence.

On Saturday night, unidentified gunmen
opened fire on a group of youths in a poor
neighborhood on the outskirts of the city, kill-
ing a 25-year-old and injuring five others. In
the same area earlier in the week, at least two
other people were killed and four injured.

Authorities say the killings are part of a
mob turf war.

Naples Mayor Rosa Russo Jervolino said
Sunday that the attacks show that “strengthen-
ing intelligence services on the territory is nec-
essary to understand what’s going on,” accord-
ing to the ANSA news agency.

The president of the Campania region,
which includes Naples, called on the govern-
ment to step up security measures.

“We must react, all of us,” Regional Presi-
dent Antonio Bassolino told Corriere della
Sera in remarks published Sunday. But then
he added, “Guaranteeing public order is the
duty of the central state.”

Criminality has traditionally been a problem
in Naples, where unemployment runs as high
as 24 percent, according to some estimates. The
nationwide average is about 9 percent. The city
and nearby villages are home to the Camorra
crime syndicate, which runs extortion rackets,
illegal gambling and drug networks.

But the recent violence is unusual even by
Naples’ standards.

Besides Saturday’s attack, two suspected

mobsters were killed and four paramilitary
Carabinieri policemen were injured last week.

Shootouts last month left a 17-year-old dead
and two people injured, La Stampa newspa-
per said.

Italian newspapers have dubbed Naples the
“Wild West” of Italy, and Interior Minister
Giuseppe Pisanu called on city residents to
help authorities pin down the criminals.

The Interior Ministry rejected accusations
that it is not doing enough to guarantee public
order, saying Sunday that it has deployed al-
most 13,000 police forces in the area — mak-
ing it one of the most heavily policed places in
the country.

The ministry, which is in charge of public se-
curity forces, said that in the first 10 months of
2004 police arrested 67 “dangerous fugitives”
and searched tens of thousands of people.

‘Flowering landscapes’ fade

AP

A 16th-century building and the tall spires of the Gothic St. Petrus
church mask the economic stagnation faced by Goerlitz in what was
once East Germany. After the Berlin Wall was opened and eventually
torn down, the more prosperous west poured nearly $1.5 trillion into
the east, restoring historic treasures and building train stations, high-
ways and shopping malls, but the money failed to translate into jobs.

15 years after East Germany opened Berlin Wall,
promises of prosperity give way to stagnation

Province gains three ministries

Italian officials worried about Naples’ rising violence
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BY DIANA ELIAS

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — Her father
and brothers beat her. The gov-
ernment suspended her from her
job. A group of Muslim fundamen-
talists screamed abuse at her out-
side a courtroom.

Her crime: She was born a boy
named Ahmed, and is now a tall,
29-year-old blonde who calls her-
self Amal — Hope.

An overseas sex-change opera-
tion has done little to help Amal’s
struggle for official recognition as
a woman in conservative Kuwait.
One court ruled for her, another
overturned it and now she is
going to the Court of Cassation,
her last avenue of appeal.

“People see me as a comic
case,” said Amal. “I wish they
could look at me as a human
being, someone who was born
with a disease.”

Many Middle East countries
refuse to recognize sex changes.

Jordan, Lebanon and Syria do,
but it takes complicated and
lengthy court proceedings. Only
Iran and Egypt allow people to of-
ficially change their gender with
relative ease.

Amal says she has always felt
and acted like a female. When she
was little, she said, she loved to
wear her mother’s dresses and
shoes. Her family humored her in

her childhood and even called her
by a girl’s name: Athari.

On the first day of kindergar-
ten, she said, the teacher called
her Ahmed and she didn’t re-
spond.

“ ‘My name is Athari,’ I told
her,” she said.

As she grew up, however, her
family realized it wasn’t just a
phase. Classmates noticed, and a
neighbor sent his mother to ask
for her hand in marriage.

Her father and two brothers,
one of them her twin, beat her,
locked her in the bathroom, and
forced her to spend many nights
in the yard without dinner.

“I couldn’t be a man by force. It
was out of my hands,” she said.

Amal’s father refused to speak
with The Associated Press. His
lawyer, Adel Abdul-Hadi, said it
was “logically and religiously un-
acceptable for Ahmed to enter

women’s toilets and beauty
shops,” even after the operation.
“I pity the young man now.”

For an interview, Amal wore a
red skirt and a matching tight-fit-
ting blouse, and was fasting from
dawn to dusk in observation of Ra-
madan, the Muslim holy month.
She refused to be identified by
her surname or to be photo-
graphed, saying her life was in
danger.

She said she has attempted sui-
cide three times. At 14, she swal-
lowed all the pills in her family’s
medicine cabinet. Another time
she ended up in intensive care
and her family didn’t visit her,
she said.

At 17, she was kicked out of the
house. On her own, now calling
herself Amal, she found a secre-
tarial job at the Ministry of Educa-
tion.

She wore jeans and hid her
long hair under a baseball cap,
but co-workers would open her of-
fice door “just to take a peek at
me without saying anything,” she
said. She couldn’t go to the toilet
because she didn’t know whether
to use the men’s or women’s
room.

Amal made extra money by de-
signing women’s and children’s
clothes and selling paintings and
home decorations. In 2001, at 26,
she had enough saved for an oper-
ation in Thailand.

Last year, the Ministry of Edu-
cation suspended Amal from her
job until she works out her legal
status.

Kuwaiti women work, and un-
like those in neighboring Saudi
Arabia, they drive cars and can
travel abroad without a male rela-
tive’s permission.

The mixing of the sexes is large-
ly frowned upon, however.

Coeducation stops at kindergar-
ten, and the idea of a sex-change
operation is too much for many.
In the newspaper Al-Rai
Al-Amm, columnist Ali al-Fadhel
wrote that just thinking about sex
changes embarrasses him.

But Amal is pressing her fight.
In April, a court upheld her right
to register as female because the
sex-change operation was a
health matter that merited an ex-
ception to Sharia, or Islamic law.

Last month, an appeals court
overturned the ruling, saying God
decides gender and humans have
no right to change it.

The last time she went to court,
she wore a veil and black cloak.
Outside the courtroom, funda-
mentalists tried to attack her, one
of them screaming, “We will not
let you be, you infidel,” according
to her lawyer, Adel al-Yehya.

“I feel I am sitting in a card-
board box with one hole bringing
me light,” Amal said. “Either I
get out of the box, or they close
this hole.”

BY ALISA TANG

The Associated Press

PATTAYA, Thailand —
Re-shaping their bodies with tape
— and in some cases, surgery —
the Miss International Queen con-
testants looked more feminine
than many women could ever
dream of, even though they were
all born boys.

The 24 crossdressers and medi-
cally altered transsexuals caked
on makeup, sprayed their hair
into hurricane-proof bouffants,
and donned glamorous gowns
and skimpy bikinis for the interna-
tional beauty pageant.

Transgenderism is common
and widely accepted in mostly
Buddhist Thailand, particularly
in Bangkok and towns such as Pat-
taya. A two-hour drive south of
Bangkok, this beach resort is
known for its anything-goes sexu-
ality, prostitution and transvestite
cabaret theaters like Tiffany’s,
where the first Miss International
Queen pageant carried on into the
wee hours of Sunday morning.

The contestants, from 11 Asian
countries, Germany and France,
primped backstage as they an-
swered questions about the es-
capes from their male bodies.

Jesse Rogers, a 29-year-old
fashion design student from Sin-
gapore, realized she was attract-
ed to men when she — or he at the
time — was in the army.

“I found that I liked men and
that I wanted to be a woman,” she
said. “I suspected it before, but I
didn’t know for sure until then.”

Arisha Rani, a 29-year-old Indi-

an beauty with curves Jennifer
Lopez might envy, said “from
childhood, I was always wearing
my younger sister’s clothes.”

Dressed in her evening gown,
the only visible scar on Rani —
who has had all the necessary sur-
gery to physically become a
woman — is a two-inch line
across her throat, where doctors
filed down her once prominent

Adam’s apple. Even her Sin-
gaporean passport now identifies
her as a woman.

Some contestants boasted lean,
lithe arms and legs, dainty hands
and plunging cleavage. The only
giveaways were the ungainly feet,
pronounced cheekbones and
deep, throaty coughs and voices.

Waving painted nails in front of
nervous faces and batting big eye-

lash extensions, they composed
themselves to gracefully glide in
high heels into the spotlight of the
event, broadcast live in Thailand.

Some, such as Sylvie Lynn, 40,
from Paris, are part-time women.

Lynn spends half her time as a
male ski instructor, and the crisp
outlines of her arm and back mus-
cles reveal her Y chromosome.

She found out about the contest

on the Internet and decided,
“Why not?” She didn’t win any
awards and just chocked it up for
to experience, while Rani was
crushed to win first runner-up for
the second time in as many simi-
larly-themed pageants.

Guests at the event stared at al-
most every woman who attended
the pageant, and one could see
the question in their eyes: A
“real” woman, or not? The Miss
International Queen title and
$7,000 prize went to college stu-
dent Treechada Petcharat who
flat-out passed the test — no one
could guess she was once a boy.

“I don’t think that I’m more
woman than the women here,”
said a breathless Treechada,
crowned with a gemmed tiara,
beaming a perfect smile for flash-
ing cameras. “But I definitely feel
like a real woman.”

AP

Two fully covered Kuwaiti women walk by inside a shopping mall in

Kuwait City, Kuwait. An appeals court has rejected a Kuwaiti man’s

application to be officially considered a woman after a sex-change

operation, court sources announced.

Kuwaiti sex-change woman fights Muslim conservatism

First transvestite pageant crowns a queen

AP photos

Treechada Petcharat, right, of Thailand and Fujiko Sakaki, center, and Miki Yoshikawa, left, both from Japan,

wait backstage Saturday during the Miss International Queen 2004 competition, a transvestite beauty pag-

eant in Pattaya, Thailand. The first international transvestite competition drew entrants mostly from Asia

however there were entries from Europe. The main contest rule was contestants had to be born male.

Treechada Petcharat, right,

reacts to winning the crown as

fellow competitor Arisha Rani of

India earns the runner-up spot.
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Barber Don Brehmer outfits a

mounted deer head with a chair

cloth before closing up shop at

Graver Barbers in downtown Fargo,

N.D. Brehmer and his son, Joel,

close their shop early to hunt white

tail deer near Cooperstown, N.D.

Coke confiscations

FL
KEY WEST — More
than 37 tons of co-

caine, with an estimated
street value of $2.3 billion,
were confiscated during
five seizures at sea this fall,
the Coast Guard said.

The cocaine, seized be-
tween Aug. 21 and Sept.
26, was being hauled off
a Navy frigate Fri-
day.

The largest co- caine dis-

covery in the history of Coast
Guard’s East Coast operations was
made Sept. 17, when a detachment
from the frigate the USS Curts
found 15 tons of the drug on a fish-
ing vessel about 300 miles west of
the Galapagos Islands.

Thirty-one people arrested face
prosecution in federal court in
Tampa.

Governor pays up

RI
PROVIDENCE — Former
Gov. Bruce Sundlun has

obeyed a court order and paid
$33,114 owed to one of his
ex-wives.

Sundlun was found in contempt of
court on Oct. 18 for failing to make
the payment to Joyanne Sundlun,
who lives in Washington. He was
given a day to send the money,
which cover health insurance,
nursing home insurance, medical
copayments and dental expenses
between June 2001 and July 2004.

Sundlun was governor from
1991 to 1995. He was married to
Joyanne Sundlun from 1974 to
1985. The 84-year-old Sundlun has
been married to his fifth wife,
Susan Dittelman, since 2000.

Joyanne Sundlun told The Provi-
dence Journal the court tussle was
“more of the same.”

Dam effective

TN
KNOXVILLE — The Ten-
nessee Valley Authority cal-

culated Friday that its efforts to
control flooding this year along the
Tennessee River system spared
residents and businesses about $12
million in damage.

“These are not particularly high
numbers,” said Morgan Goranflo,
TVA’s manager of river schedul-
ing.

He noted that TVA averages
$187 million a year in averted
flooding costs. However, the poten-
tial losses this year would have
been fairly concentrated.

School at fault?

MT
HELENA — The parents
of two 11-year-old boys

whose frozen bodies were found in
a snowy field after they skipped
class and guzzled vodka have sued
the school district for $4 million.

The wrongful death lawsuit
claims the Ronan School District
failed to protect Justin Benoist and
Frankie Nicolai III and did not hire
enough American Indian staff
members, who would be “sympa-
thetic to the problem of alcoholism
and alcohol disease prevention.”

Justin and Frankie went missing
Feb. 27 after they skipped after-
noon classes. A friend found their
bodies three days later.

Frankie, whose blood alcohol
level was 0.50 percent, died of alco-
hol poisoning, while Justin died of
a combination of alcohol poisoning
and hypothermia. The boys were

members of the Confederated Sal-
ish and Kootenai Tribes.

Justin’s 14-year-old brother,
Tyler, was found dead of smoke in-
halation in a burned trailer last No-
vember. Authorities said he passed
out from drinking and had a blood
alcohol level more than twice the
legal limit for driving.

Initiative confuses many

AZ
PHOENIX — Immigrant
parents have been flooding

Hispanic community leaders with
calls, wondering if an Arizona bal-
lot issue approved by voters last
week means they should keep
their children in school or avoid
going out, Latino leaders said.

Proposition 200 requires proof
of citizenship when seeking public
benefits or when registering to
vote. Government employees are
required to report suspected un-
documented immigrants seeking
public benefits.

Phoenix-area Head Start lead-
ers said attendance dropped dra-
matically Wednesday as worried
parents kept their children home
from the federally funded pre-
school program. In one classroom,
only two children showed up in-
stead of the usual 20.

Pension dispute

MA
LANCASTER — Support-
ers of a widow whose fire-

fighter husband was
killed on duty last No-
vember vowed not to

give up efforts to gain a
lifetime pension for the

woman after voters reject-
ed a referendum to pay for
the family’s death benefits.

A town referendum on
whether to give Claire Mc-

Namara a $650,000 pension
and health benefits fell short
by 18 votes in Tuesday’s elec-
tion. There was still a chance
that the proposal could still

pass, because of 35 provisional bal-
lots that remained to be counted.

“Our son lost his life serving a
community, and a large number of
people in our community voted not
to give benefits to his wife and chil-
dren,” said Martin McNamara, the
father of fallen firefighter Martin
McNamara. “I’m disappointed.”

Because the proposed Lancaster
benefit would have required a
one-year 7 percent property tax
hike, residents had to approve the
increase, as voters statewide must
do anytime a town wants to raise
property taxes more than 2.5 per-
cent. Lancaster, in the central part
of the state, has a population of
about 7,000.

Gator stabbing

FL
SARASOTA — A fisherman
was cited for killing an alli-

gator nicknamed Elvis who lived
in a golf course community’s pond.
The man said he stabbed the rep-
tile in self-defense.

Rick Allen Burns, 49, faces up to
60 days in jail and a fine if convict-
ed on a misdemeanor charge of
possession of an alligator without a
permit.

Five-foot-long Elvis was found
dying in October with a hunting
knife in its head. A $1,000 reward
for information was posted and an
anonymous tip led to Burns, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission said Friday.

N.J. tries to honor dirt

NJ
TRENTON — It may be the
Garden State, but what

about the garden soil? The Assem-
bly Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources Committee unanimously
approved a bill to designate Down-
er Soil — a grayish-brown loamy
sand found mostly in the southern
half of New Jersey — as the official
state soil.

The measure now goes to the full
Assembly, and if it’s eventually
signed into law, Downer Soil will
enjoy lofty status like the square
dance, the honeybee and the brook
trout.

Vandals wreck GOP HQ

NC
RALEIGH — An apparent
mob of vandals attacked

the North Carolina Republican
Party headquarters, causing minor
smoke damage, breaking windows
and leaving vulgar messages, po-
lice said.

Three people were arrested.
In addition to the damage, the

vandals left a burned effigy depict-
ing President Bush and Sen. John
Kerry, police said.

The officers found several spent
fireworks, poster boards with slo-
gans and spray-painted expletives
on the walls. At least two windows
were broken and police said it ap-
peared that the vandals tried to put
incendiary devices inside the build-
ing.

Three dogs look out from a mobile

home window in “Sammyville,” a tiny

enclave of trailers, outbuildings, and other small dwellings located in the

Blue Mountains of Eastern Oregon outside the town of Elgin.

Modern-day cowboy Tom Ward does

a Texas skip while showing rope

tricks to Monroe Elementary School students on the school playground in

Enid, Okla.

Closing down shop

Waiting to break out

Doug Maze competes for

the ficticious Miss Glam-

ouresse title, during hisportrayal of Ruth Ann Ruth, the platinum blonde,

holier-than-thou Miss Bible Belt in the musical comedy “Pageant,” in

Decatur, Ind.

Doin’ it cowboy style

A different kind of beauty
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A visitor to the Indiana Basketball Hall

of Fame Museum in New Castle, Ind.,

takes a photo of a giant basketball shoe outside the museum.

Anthony gets her day

NY
ALBANY — New York
state has declared an annu-

al day of commemoration for
Susan B. Anthony, the women’s
rights pioneer who fought for the
right to vote.

Susan B. Anthony Day will be
Feb. 15 each year. The bill was
signed into law with other mea-
sures announced Friday.

Anthony’s efforts led to the 19th
Amendment in 1920, which grant-
ed women the right to vote 100
years after Anthony was born.

Lotto line causes loss

TN
City Commissioner Charles
Moton of Clarksdale, Miss.,

says he threw away a $213 mil-
lion-winning Powerball ticket earli-
er this year after the Tennessee lot-
tery’s telephone voice recording
gave him the wrong winning num-
bers.

Now he wants something to
show for it.

In a lawsuit filed against the Ten-
nessee Education Lottery Corpora-
tion, Moton claims he called the lot-
tery’s toll-free number, listened to
the winning numbers and then
“failed to secure” the tickets, think-
ing he had not won.

Moton says he bought more tick-
ets several days later, including
manually selecting a replay of the
May 8 Quick Pick ticket. He says
he checked the recording later that
night and learned the ticket was a
jackpot winner — for the previous
drawing.

Smoking crackdown

VT
WINOOSKI — The City
Council is considering ex-

tending the new ban on smoking in
bars to private clubs.

City voters approved by almost
two to one a smoking ban that was
approved by city officials earlier
this year.

Letters will go out to city bars
this week, notifying them the ban
took effect immediately, said city
attorney William O’Brien.

The ban on smoking in taverns
does not include private clubs such
as the Veterans of Foreign Wars or
the Loyal Order of Moose.

That could change, as City Coun-
cilors are considering extending
the ban to the private clubs.

Explosives conviction

IL
ROCKFORD — A man who
amassed explosives and

made a list of public figures who
were “marked to die” because of
their liberal and antigun stances
was convicted in federal court.

A federal jury found 20-year-old
Michael Breit guilty of illegally re-
ceiving explosives and illegally re-
ceiving explosive materials with in-
tent to kill, injure, intimidate peo-
ple or damage property.

Breit was charged in April after
he accidentally fired an AK-47 as-
sault rifle in his apartment in Rock-
ford, about 80 miles northwest of
Chicago.

Police searching his apartment
found weapons and incriminating
notes, including a list of public fig-
ures with the word “marked” next
to their names. Breit had told inves-
tigators “marked” meant “marked
to die” for liberal or antigun views.

Texts define marriage

TX
AUSTIN — The Texas
Board of Education ap-

proved new health textbooks after
the publishers gave in to
last-minute pressure from some
board members to define marriage
as a “lifelong union” between a
man and woman.

The decision, which involves
two of the biggest textbook publish-
ers, is an example of Texas exert-
ing its clout as the nation’s sec-
ond-largest buyer of textbooks. Of-
ficials say the decision could affect
hundreds of thousands of books in
Texas alone.

Board member Terri Leo, a Re-
publican, said she was pleased
with the publishers’ changes. She
led the effort to get the publishers
to change the texts, objecting to
what she called “asexual stealth
phrases” such as “individuals who
marry.”

Leo charged that the proposed
new books for the state’s middle
schools and high schools ran
counter to a Texas law banning the
recognition of gay civil unions be-
cause the texts used terms like
“married partners” instead of “hus-
band and wife.”

Doctor gives old flu shots

WA
BELLINGHAM — The
state’s medical quality

board has accused a physician of
giving outdated flu vaccine to 55
patients.

Dr. Gary McCallum used a
batch of last year’s vaccine, accord-
ing to the state’s Medical Quality
Assurance Commission, which li-
censes physicians and other medi-
cal professionals. The board
charged him with unprofessional
conduct, specifically fraud and mis-
representation.

McCallum told patients the vac-
cine, purchased last year in Cana-
da, was good for the current flu
season even though its expiration
date was in July, state Health De-
partment spokesman Tim Church
said.

Girl caught with crack

FL ORLANDO — A 6-year-old
girl brought more than

$1,000 worth of crack to school,
and her mother claimed the child
must have gotten it while
trick-or-treating.

The first-grader was suspended
from Tangelo Park Elementary.
Her mother is under investiga-
tion.

School officials sent a letter
home to parents, explaining how
an anti-drug campaign led anoth-
er student to recognize the more
than a dozen pieces of crack.

Charges in school crash

MA WOBURN — A 65-year-
old man has been charged

with a misdemeanor after his car
hopped the curb outside an ele-
mentary school last month, pin-
ning children and adults against a
concrete wall and injuring 12 peo-
ple, authorities said.

Enrico V. Caruso pleaded inno-
cent to negligent operation of a
motor vehicle. The charge carries
a maximum penalty of two years
in jail and a $200 fine.

Caruso told police that his car
sped up for no reason, and he was
unable to stop it, according to the
documents. But Caruso’s grand-
son, Christian Caruso, said his
grandfather’s prosthetic leg got
stuck on the accelerator as he
reached for his cane.

Stories and photos from wire services

Ben Herman, 14, left, Harry Swan, 14, center, and Rippy Swan, 12, leap off the top of

Brunswick, Maine’s municipal leaf pile.

Lidia Hernandez, 15, gets tempo-

rarily stuck in the crook of a tree

as she attempts to hook a segment

of snake light around a branch. The

light string later was wound around

the base of the tree by fellow volun-

teers at the Racine, Wis., zoo.

Chuck Rhoads of Haggard Hauling and Rigging looked like he was riding a bucking

bronco as he and workers with Ram Trucking and Kessinger-Hunter prepared to lift the

Mayor’s Christmas Tree from its trailer at Crown Center Square in Kansas City, Mo.

Hang on!

Leaf jumpers

Abnormal sighting

Tree bucking
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Eminem rocked the vote

Rapper Eminem made his voice heard for the first time
at the ballot box.

The 32-year-old voted by absentee ballot in last week’s
presidential election and had a body-
guard drop it off in Clinton Town-
ship, Mich., clerk Dennis Tomlinson
said.

“This guy (the bodyguard) was
huge. I’d hate to run into him in a
dark alley late at night,” Tomlinson
told The Macomb Daily of Mount Cle-
mens.

No word on who Eminem voted
for. In a recent interview with Roll-
ing Stone, he said it would be his first
time voting. He was highly critical of
President Bush but had not yet set-

tled on Democratic Sen. John Kerry.
The rapper had been enlisted by hip-hop mogul Russell

Simmons to help encourage thousands of young fans to
vote. His music even made it into the campaign: Demo-
cratic contender Dick Gephardt played “Lose Yourself”
on the trail.

Timeless display at awards show

This year’s American Music Awards will feature stars
such as Usher, Alicia Keys, Gwen Stefani and Rod Stew-
art, but the most talked-about moment might come from
the Beatles.

The show plans to air a 2½-minute tape from 1964 that
was recently discovered.

“We’ve got a wonderful old ... tape that’s been lost for
40 years that nobody’s seen since it first aired featuring
the Beatles singing ‘She Loves You’ and ‘I Wanna Hold
Your Hand,”’ producer Dick Clarksaid last week. “It was
an English show that aired here that for some reason or
another went into a trunk somewhere.”

Stefani is set to open the Nov. 14 show, which will air
live on ABC from Los Angeles. Janet Jackson will intro-
duce Keys and Usher.

Spacey makes a ‘Splash’ with voice

Kevin Spacey has been channeling an old hero —
Bobby Darin.

For his new film about Darin’s life, “Beyond the Sea,”
Spacey did his own singing of Darin’s greatest hits, includ-
ing “Mack the Knife” and “Splish Splash.”

“People that knew and worked
with Bobby Darin didn’t know the dif-
ference when they heard him sing,”
said co-star Kate Bosworth.

Spacey ran into trouble with a dif-
ferent kind of splish splash — rainy
Los Angeles streets. He was more
than an hour late to Hollywood’s Cin-
erama Dome for Thursday’s pre-
miere of the film, which opens nation-
wide Dec. 17.

Spacey later apologized to the the-
ater audience and blamed his tardi-
ness on rain and traffic.

“Californians don’t know how to drive in the rain,” he
said.

Simpson lawsuit not pretty

Jessica Simpson has been sued by a California cosmet-
ics company that claims it is still owed nearly $200,000
for products it supplied for the “Dessert” beauty line the
singer endorses.

In a lawsuit filed Oct. 21, Cosmojet claims Simpson and
Dessert Beauty Inc. failed to pay the
full $1 million it was promised for
products it made for the line. Cosmet-
ic retailer Sephora was also named
in the suit.

Simpson maintains she was simply
a spokeswoman for Dessert and was
not responsible for the company’s ac-
counting and billing procedures.

Randi Shinder, president of Des-
sert Beauty, acknowledged receiving
almost $1 million in products made
by Cosmojet, but said his company
refused payment on a portion of the

shipment because it did not “meet the company’s high
product standards and specifications.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

BY TERRY MORROW

Scripps Howard News Service

T
he mystery woman with the red hair and green
eyes who attended a Dolly Parton concert more
than 35 years ago was in the right place at the
right time to make music history.

The woman in the audience intrigued Parton. After the
show, when Parton signed autographs, she asked the fan
for her name.

It was Jolene.
“I said ‘I bet you were named after your dad. I bet his

name was Joe.’ She said, ‘No. It’s just Jolene.’ I said, ‘Well,
that’s the prettiest name I have ever heard.’ I’d never
heard a name like that before,” Parton
says.

“I told her that one of these days I’m
going to write a song about a girl
named Jolene. If you ever hear it,
you’ll know it’s about you.

“I never did hear from her again.”
“Jolene” went on to become Par-

ton’s first hit to cross over from coun-
try to pop. Parton tells the story when
reflecting about her days on the road.
For decades Parton traveled the
world to sing her hits for fans.

She stopped touring 10 years ago,
though she continued to perform ex-
clusively in concert at her Dollywood
theme park.

Those annual shows benefit her Dol-
lywood Foundation, which supports
educational projects across the coun-
try.

As for doing full-blown concert tours, Parton figured

those were for younger or less-established artists. She

didn’t think she would miss it.

Then, last year she did a three-month, scaled-down tour

to promote her “Halos & Horns” CD.

“I was really, really surprised because I had a good

time,” she says, “and the people wanted to see me. I had

been gone from the road, for the most part, for 10 years.

“I wasn’t being played on country radio. I didn’t know I

had so many fans left. I loved it. They loved it. So I decided

to go back on the road.”
For this tour, scheduled to hit 30 cities through mid-De-

cember with more coming in 2005, Parton is pulling out
the stops.

The “Hello, I’m Dolly” tour, which launched Oct. 14 in
Greenville, S.C., is more than a retrospective of her ca-
reer. It includes new material as well.

A 10-piece band covers everything from bluegrass to
gospel to pop.

Parton also does costume changes on stage.
She enters wearing a replica of a Barbra Streisand dress

from the movie “Hello, Dolly,” and adds and subtracts
from that costume throughout the show. She does an “imi-
tation” of Streisand for the un-Streisand-like number

“Cowboy Sweetheart.”
Parton wants her stage show to re-

flect her diverse musical styles
through the years. In another seg-
ment, “I climb up on a piano with a
martini glass and holding a big, long
cigarette,” she says. “It’s just fun,
goofy stuff.”

A puppet of Kenny Rogers is used to
recreate hits he had with Parton.

And for the first time in concert, Par-
ton plays the piano for “The Grass Is
Blue” and other songs.

“I want to do things people haven’t
seen me do before,” she says.

That includes her choice of songs,
some of which have never been on her
albums.

Parton covers “Blowing in the
Wind,” John Lennon’s “Imagine”
backed with a choir, “Me and Bobby

McGee” and “Hello God,” a song that the artist formerly
known as Cat Stevens wants to record.

Many of the covers will appear on a new CD titled “Blue
Smoke” that Parton is working on. Guests on the new CD
will include Judy Collins.

The road, Parton says, can be an exciting place. It also
can be where you rediscover yourself.

“I guess people are wanting to see me,” she says. “After
you get a certain age, you’re called a legend. I guess. I’m a
‘living legend,’ they say. Well, to me, I just seem to be hang-
ing in there.”

Eminem

Spacey

Simpson

Country singer Dolly Parton launched

her first full-blown tour in a decade

last month in Greenville, S.C.

DOLLYWOOD/SHNS photo

FACES

After 10-year hiatus from touring, Dolly Parton
finds crowds still flocking to watch her perform

Return

to the

road

I wasn’t being

played on country

radio. I didn’t

know I had so

many fans left. I

loved it. They loved

it. So I decided

to go back

on the road.

Dolly Parton

Country singer
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 44 40
Bahrain 88 66
Beijing 57 29
Beirut 79 66
Bermuda 78 65
Caracas 91 77
Helsinki 46 32
Hong Kong 83 73
Lisbon 66 50

HI LO
Manila 90 75
Mexico City 71 45
Montreal 36 18
Riyadh 89 62
Rio de. Jan 76 72
Seoul  72 49
Sofia  55 35
Sydney 68 59
Tokyo 68 56

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 74 59
Dakar  87 76
Freetown 87 76
Kinshasa 88 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 85 75
Nairobi 79 60
Rabat   72 50
Tripoli 79 52

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 65 54 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 41 25 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 37 19 PCldy
Albuquerque 62 38 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 41 23 PCldy
Amarillo 69 45 Cldy
Anchorage 29 27 Cldy
Asheville 53 29 Clr
Atlanta 60 39 PCldy
Atlantic City 48 30 Clr
Austin 73 52 Cldy
Baltimore 47 29 Clr
Baton Rouge 73 53 Clr
Billings 63 32 PCldy
Birmingham 65 39 Clr
Bismarck 60 31 PCldy
Boise 52 35 PCldy
Boston 41 28 Clr
Bridgeport 43 26 Clr
Brownsville 86 64 PCldy
Buffalo 36 28 PCldy
Burlington,Vt. 36 17 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 31 13 PCldy
Casper 51 33 Rain
Charleston,S.C. 63 39 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 48 29 Clr
Charlotte,N.C. 58 32 Clr
Chattanooga 60 36 Clr
Cheyenne 59 34 Cldy
Chicago 52 42 PCldy
Cincinnati 49 32 Clr

Cleveland 42 30 PCldy
Colorado Springs 59 34 Cldy
Columbia,S.C. 59 33 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 65 39 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 46 32 Clr
Concord,N.H. 38 13 Clr
Corpus Christi 80 62 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 71 55 PCldy
Dayton 46 33 PCldy
Denver 63 32 Cldy
Des Moines 59 43 PCldy
Detroit 43 33 PCldy
Duluth 48 40 PCldy
El Paso 75 47 PCldy
Elkins 40 19 Clr
Erie 38 31 PCldy
Eugene 55 35 Cldy
Evansville 57 36 Clr
Fairbanks 1 -5 PCldy
Fargo 53 34 PCldy
Flagstaff 46 24 PCldy
Flint 43 33 PCldy
Fort Smith 69 44 Clr
Fort Wayne 46 34 PCldy
Fresno 65 46 PCldy
Goodland 67 41 Cldy
Grand Junction 49 33 Rain
Grand Rapids 46 33 PCldy
Great Falls 58 30 PCldy
Green Bay 49 40 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 53 30 Clr
Harrisburg 47 26 Clr

Hartford Spgfld 41 21 Clr
Helena 56 33 PCldy
Honolulu 86 71 PCldy
Houston 74 56 PCldy
Huntsville 63 39 Clr
Indianapolis 51 35 Clr
Jackson,Miss. 69 42 PCldy
Jacksonville 68 49 PCldy
Juneau 38 33 PCldy
Kansas City 64 45 PCldy
Key West 80 71 PCldy
Knoxville 56 34 Clr
Lake Charles 75 54 PCldy
Lansing 46 34 PCldy
Las Vegas 62 48 PCldy
Lexington 50 33 Clr
Lincoln 67 46 Cldy
Little Rock 65 46 PCldy
Los Angeles 70 53 PCldy
Louisville 54 36 Clr
Lubbock 64 48 Cldy
Macon 64 37 Clr
Madison 53 42 PCldy
Medford 56 43 Cldy
Memphis 67 45 PCldy
Miami Beach 82 71 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 65 51 Cldy
Milwaukee 52 42 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 55 42 PCldy
Mobile 72 47 PCldy
Montgomery 68 40 Clr
Nashville 60 37 Clr

New Orleans 73 59 Clr
New York City 43 30 Clr
Newark 43 27 Clr
Norfolk,Va. 50 39 Clr
North Platte 66 40 Cldy
Oklahoma City 66 49 Cldy
Omaha 64 46 Cldy
Orlando m m mm
Paducah 60 38 Clr
Pendleton 53 36 PCldy
Peoria 57 38 Clr
Philadelphia 46 30 Clr
Phoenix 71 52 Clr
Pittsburgh 40 25 PCldy
Pocatello 54 34 PCldy
Portland,Maine 38 20 Clr
Portland,Ore. 55 40 Cldy
Providence 42 24 Clr
Pueblo 66 32 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 54 29 Clr
Rapid City 70 36 PCldy
Reno 58 37 PCldy
Richmond 51 29 Clr
Roanoke 51 29 Clr
Rochester 36 25 PCldy
Rockford 53 40 PCldy
Sacramento 64 46 Cldy
St Louis 60 44 PCldy
St Thomas 86 77 Rain
Salem,Ore. 56 36 Cldy
Salt Lake City 50 34 Rain
San Angelo 67 59 Cldy

San Antonio 75 57 Cldy
San Diego 66 53 Clr
San Francisco 61 53 PCldy
San Jose 64 52 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 86 75 Rain
Santa Fe 58 32 Cldy
St Ste Marie 36 32 Cldy
Savannah 64 40 Clr
Seattle 53 43 Cldy
Shreveport 70 48 PCldy
Sioux City 66 38 PCldy
Sioux Falls 61 40 PCldy
South Bend 46 35 PCldy
Spokane 50 36 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 58 39 Clr
Springfield,Mo. 65 44 PCldy
Syracuse 34 23 Snow
Tallahassee 69 43 Clr
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 79 60 PCldy
Toledo 44 29 PCldy
Topeka 66 46 PCldy
Tucson 71 44 Clr
Tulsa 68 47 Clr
Tupelo 68 41 PCldy
Waco 73 55 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 48 31 Clr
W.Palm Beach 80 69 PCldy
Wichita 67 47 PCldy
Wichita Falls 68 51 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 37 21 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 47 28 Clr
Yakima 54 31 Cldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIA
MOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA
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SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
34/23
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Moscow
38/23

St. Petersburg
46/26

Kiev
48/40

Bucharest
63/40

Warsaw
49/39

Oslo
46/32

Berlin
45/34

Frankfurt
41/34

Stuttgart
37/27

Prague
41/30

Budapest
48/34

Copenhagen
47/36

Reykjavik
47/39

Dublin
51/42

Ramstein
41/37

Vienna
44/31

Geneva
43/33

Brussels
45/36

Istanbul
69/57

Athens
69/57

Souda Bay
64/60

Sigonella
69/54

Naples
62/51

Rome
59/48

Belgrade
44/40

Sarajevo
39/37

Tirana
60/41

Pristina
48/41

Tuzla
41/39

Aviano
52/39

Pisa
50/45

Paris
48/36

Nice
58/44

Barcelona
65/46

Madrid
58/41

Morón
75/48Rota

72/48

Lisbon
66/50

Izmir
68/48

London
54/40

Lakenheath
52/43

Stockholm
45/35 Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rainshowers

later in the day. Highs in the 40s,
Wednesday lows in the mid 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers and dense fog. Highs in the
low to mid 50s, Wednesday lows in the
low 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy with
snow and fog. Highs in the upper 30s to
low 40s, Wednesday lows in the upper
30s.

France: Cloudy with rainshowers. Highs in
the lower 40s to upper 50s, Wednesday
lows in the mid 30s to mid 40s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with rainshow-
ers later in the day. Highs in the low to
mid 40s, Wednesday lows in the mid 40s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with snow.
Highs in the mid 30s to low 40s,
Wednesday lows in the low 20s to mid
30s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with snow. Highs
in the upper 40s, Wednesday lows in the
mid-30s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 50s,
Wednesday lows in the upper 30s to mid
40s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with isolated
thunderstorms. Highs in the lower to
upper 60s, Wednesdsy lows in the low to
mid 50s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with snow and fog. Highs
in the upper 40s to mid 50s, Wednesday
lows in the low 30s to low 40s.

Norway: Cloudy with rainshowers. Highs in
the mid 40s to low 50s, Wednesday lows
in the low 30s to low 40s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the upper 50s to mid 70s, Wednesday
lows in the low 40s to low 50s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with isolated thun-
derstorms. Highs in the upper 60s,
Wednesday lows in the mid-40s to mid
50s.

European forecast for 09 November 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Tanya Ricke

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
77/57

Baghdad
80/59

Kuwait City
92/60

Dhahran
90/66

Dubai
92/70

Zahedan
80/40

Karachi
91/66 Bombay

88/72

New Delhi
84/54

Kandahar
78/44

Kabul
68/32

Islamabad
77/50

Mazar-e-Sharif
70/34

Ashgabat
62/39

Tehran
70/53

Hyderabad
83/68

Tel Aviv
85/66

Cairo
89/67

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:28am 6:29am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:28am 7:27am
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:06pm 5:05pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:51pm 4:50pm

Skopje
54/33•

•Stavanger
53/40

Lajes
68/60

New moon
Nov 12

First qtr.
Nov 19

Full moon
Nov 26

Last qtr.
Dec 5

L

L

H
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In the high school of the cosmos,
popular Venus, while walking coolly
down the hall, gives an assuring nod
to Jupiter, the star quarter-
back. Is there a love connec-
tion brewing here? It trans-
lates to us humans as a
romance with the ideas of
love and money and what
they could bring to our lives
if we were just a little lucki-
er. Go ahead and dream.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 9). This is
going to be a very ac-
tion-packed year for you,
with lots of new projects to
tackle. If you get started
right now, you’ll receive accolades
and honors in February and March.
Challenges in late spring will yield a
fun and exciting summer and fall.
For the most part, you’re in for a
passionate and very enjoyable love
life this year.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
It’s high octane all the way! Put this
energy to good use by getting your
ducks lined up in a row. In a matter
of days, you’ll be in a prime position
to make your move — at work or,
more likely, in romance.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You’re in an expansive mood, which
can translate into bloated debts and
waistlines. Try to keep your appe-
tites in check, as you are especially
vulnerable to overindulging in com-
fort foods and binge shopping.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You approach the world as a true
patriot, fighting for all the right rea-
sons. Just be sure it’s a fight that’s
necessary. Sometimes, you can just
ask nicely. People take you serious-
ly, helping you achieve your goal.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Comfort and security are your top
priorities, so you tend to hoard your
possessions and save your money
for a rainy day. Sometimes, howev-
er, you just need to let loose and
splurge. Giving gifts is good for your
soul.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Pro-
mote yourself! You’re feeling relaxed
and confident, which will protect you
from looking desperate. Just state

your best qualifications in a straight-
forward manner, and let your natural
charm win hearts.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You’re able to smooth things over
on the job, where disorganized or
just plain difficult co-workers create

tension. Your take-charge
attitude works. Speak
softly, but carry a big stick
(not literally, unless you
want to be fired).

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Emotions
continue to run high, and
you can just blame it on
the moon. Do whatever
you need to do to main-
tain your balance. Yoga,
exercise and laughing
with friends are effective

stress reducers.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Complete anything unfinished. Next
week, you’ re going to be in the right
frame of mind to start new projects,
but you need to start with a clean
slate. As long as you stick with your
original to-do list, you can’t really go
wrong.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Big changes are in the air.
You’re cosmically dialed in to the big
picture, yet you’re still able to focus
on the details. Astral energies are
just right for pondering where you’re
going and how to get there.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Today, focus on “re”: Review
any parameters you’ve set for your-
self, and reassess relationships. You
may need to redraw boundaries and
renew vows while you’re at it. You’re
not bound by the way things have
always been.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
This is an especially good time to
put technology to work for you.
Business picks up in the fields of
transportation, communication and
computers. Tonight, your love life
will get a bit more spiritual and
sensual, too.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Expect the unexpected as Uranus,
planet of surprises, gives you a zing.
Relationships become more excit-
ing, if a tad unpredictable. At work,
back up computer files, and make
sure your cell phone battery is
charged.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Make a 3-minute

egg

5 Stern

disciplinarian?

8 Release

12 “The King —”

13 La-la preceder

14 Relaxed

15 Potential 

precedent

17 Respond to yeast

18 Silent

19 They’re part of the

act

21 Utterly finished

24 Leno’s

prominence

25 Tennessee’s state

flower

26 Valise

30 Draw

31 Repen-tant

32 Yon maiden

33 Tough person

35 Fiery stone

36 Decline

37 Overly

aggressive

38 Play goalie

41 Fashionable, and

then some

42 Satan’s 

specialty

43 Display cabinet

48 Honeycomb

compartment

49 Lubricant

50 Tom Clancy hero

Jack

51 Mined-over matter

52 Bond, e.g.

53 Safe-cracker

Down
1 Halloween flier

2 Inseparable

3 Dog tags, e.g.

4 Acid-base indicator

5 Lather

6 Funny-man Bill, to

pals

7 Home of a grinning

cat

8 Writer Molnar

9 Picnic hamperer

10 Being (Lat.)

11 Argus had 100

16 Director’s call

20 Urban area

21 Friends and 

neighbors

22 Met melody

23 Harbor structure

24 Talk a blue streak?

26 Unspecified

people

27 Snakes

28 Persian bigwig

29 Elusive

31 Read bar codes

34 Lives

35 Vehement 

protest

37 “Bam!”

38 Erte’s style

39 Incessantly

40 Dossier

41 Sacrosanct

44 With it

45 Sailor’s assent

46 Succumb to 

gravity

47 Chang’s brother

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: Before I
married “Wayne,” he told
me that my three teenage
children from my previ-
ous marriage would not
be allowed to live with us.
Although I was not happy
with his decision, I agreed
because I did not want to
be alone, and frankly, I
thought he eventually
would soften up. The two
older children were away
at college, and I didn’t
think my youngest,
“Tara,” would come back to live
with me, as she had chosen to live
out of state with her father prior
to our divorce.

All was fine until two years ago,
when Tara turned 18 and decided
she wanted to move back home
and be closer to the rest of the
family. Wayne, however, told me
it still was not an option for her to
live here. He offered to put her
up, temporarily, in a place of her
own, but Tara was not emotionally
ready to be by herself. He said if I
needed to finish raising Tara, I
could move out, and when she
finally left, I could move back. It
broke my heart to tell Tara she

was not welcome to live
with us.

My children have
always been respectful
and well mannered. I
resent that I was asked
to choose between my
husband and my child,
and feel guilty for mak-
ing the choice I did. The
guilt is worse when
there are family gather-
ings and Tara misses
out because she lives
with her father.

— Torn Up
Dear Torn Up: We won’t chas-

tise you for the choices you’ve
made, because it would serve no
purpose. Your children are all
adults and no longer need to live
with you. The problem now is the
resentment you feel toward
Wayne, along with your guilt.

Counseling will help you and
Wayne reach a more compassion-
ate resolution about your chil-
dren, while putting the past
where it belongs. In the mean-
time, perhaps you could help
Tara with airfare so she could
attend some of these family
functions more often.

Dear Annie: I am embar-
rassed to ask, but I’m sure many
pool owners have this problem.
Last weekend, I had friends and
family over for a swim party. One
of the ladies (I’ll call her “Nina”)
neglected to trim her bikini area,
and it was quite noticeable. My
guests kept bugging me to tell her,
but I didn’t have the nerve.

One of my guests finally said
something to Nina. She just
shrugged it off and casually ac-
knowledged that she forgot to
shave. I got the distinct impres-
sion that she liked the attention.
This has happened before when
Nina and I have gone to the beach.
It’s quite embarrassing, and you
can’t help but notice.

— California Cookie
Dear California: If this hap-

pens a lot, we assume Nina does
it on purpose. So, stop inviting
her to your pool parties, and if
she asks why, tell her.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: A female reader,

“Humiliated in Birmingham,”
wrote that a vendor had come to
her place of employment and
made lewd comments to her.
After learning that the vendor
would be training her on soft-
ware she’d be using for
her recent promotion,
she reported the inci-
dent to her superior.
Four days later, she was
demoted, publicly humil-
iated, and felt forced to
resign.

I am a former human
resources manager,
Abby, and that woman
should know that she
was the victim of hostile
environment harass-
ment and subjected to
retaliation by her employer for

reporting it. Most harassment

policies prohibit third-party

harassment and retaliation.

“Humiliated” should create a

timeline of the events that oc-

curred, and then consult a law-

yer or visit her state human
rights office. The documenta-
tion should include when the
harassment occurred, where it
occurred, and specifically what
lewd comments were made by
the vendor. It would also be

helpful to note what
she did when it oc-
curred, such as telling
the vendor that it
made her uncomfort-
able or whether she
walked away.

She may also want
to locate a copy of the
company’s harassment
policy and any rele-
vant information re-
garding the promotion
and demotion, includ-
ing if anything was in

writing. It should also be noted
if anyone witnessed the harass-
ment or the public humiliation.

After documenting her story,
this agency likely will file a
complaint on her behalf with
the Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission (EEOC) and

will contact her employer to
obtain their story about what
happened. Since it’s doubtful an
investigation by the company
was completed, and “Humiliat-
ed” was retaliated against, the
agency will look unfavorably
upon this. “Humiliated” may
also want to consider what
resolution she is looking for,
such as being restored to the
promoted position and being
trained by a different individu-
al.

— Sympathetic in Leawood, Kan.

Dear Sympathetic: Thank you
for your helpful letter.

It’s one that should be clipped
and saved by anyone entering
the workforce and anyone who
owns a business. Most businesses
have sexual harassment policies
in writing, but not all do.

Letters for this column — with your

name and phone number — should be

addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,

Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write

to Abby on the Internet at

http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Document work harassment

Guilty over excluding kids from home

Dear Abby

PAGE 22 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Tuesday, November 9, 2004



AFN-TV & Radio
Tuesday

AFN-Sports, 1:30 a.m.—Auto racing:
Champ Car Telmex Tecate GP (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, AFN-Radio, 3 a.m.—NFL: Min-
nesota at Indianapolis.

AFN-Sports, 4 a.m.—Outdoors: Wal-Mart
FLW Tour (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9:15 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at L.A.
Clippers (dld).

AFN-Pacific, 11 a.m.—NFL: Minnesota at In-
dianapolis (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—College football: Mis-
sissippi State at Alabama. (dld).

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—NFL: Minnesota at Indi-
anapolis (dld).

Wednesday
AFN-Sports, 1:30 a.m.—College football: To-

ledo at Northern Illinois.
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—NBA: Cleveland at

Atlanta.
AFN-Sports, 6 a.m.—Outdoors: Wal-Mart

FLW Tour Finale.
AFN-Sports, 9:10 a.m.—Auto racing: Nextel

Cup Checker Auto Parts 500 (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1:30 p.m.—NBA: Seattle at Den-

ver (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College football:

Toldeo at Northern Illinois (dld).

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.myafn.net
for more information.

College football
AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated Press
college football poll, with first-place votes in
parentheses, records through Nov. 6, total
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote,
and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Southern Cal (52) 9-0 1,611 1
2. Oklahoma (10) 9-0 1,555 2
3. Auburn (3) 9-0 1,512 3
4. Wisconsin 9-0 1,384 5
5. California 7-1 1,341 4
6. Texas 8-1 1,259 6
7. Utah 9-0 1,245 7
8. Georgia 8-1 1,210 8
9. Michigan 8-1 1,133 10

10. Virginia 7-1 971 12
11. Florida St. 7-2 887 13
12. Louisville 6-1 866 14
13. West Virginia 8-1 862 15
14. Boise St. 8-0 788 16
15. Tennessee 7-2 654 9
16. Virginia Tech 7-2 631 18
17. LSU 6-2 628 17
18. Miami 6-2 593 11
19. Iowa 7-2 522 20
20. Arizona St. 7-2 345 23
21. Boston College 6-2 254 24
22. Texas A&M 6-3 160 22
23. UTEP 6-2 148 25
24. Notre Dame 6-3 143 —
25. Oklahoma St. 6-3 131 19

Others receiving votes: Texas Tech 84, N. Il-
linois 77, Alabama 52, Ohio St. 28, South Caro-
lina 24, Southern Miss. 12, Bowling Green 4,
Georgia Tech 3, Oregon 3, Toledo 3, Clemson
1, Navy 1.

USA Today/ESPN Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today-ESPN

college football poll, with first-place votes in
parentheses, team's records through Nov. 6,
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote
and last week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Southern Cal (50) 9-0 1514 1
2. Oklahoma (10) 9-0 1452 2
3. Auburn (1) 9-0 1416 3
4. Wisconsin 9-0 1289 4
5. Georgia 8-1 1233 5
6. California 7-1 1203 6
7. Texas 8-1 1169 7
8. Utah 9-0 1124 8
9. Michigan 8-1 1060 9
10. West Virginia 8-1 886 12
11. Virginia 7-1 877 13
12. Florida State 7-2 868 13
13. Boise State 8-0 782 15
14. Louisville 6-1 727 16
15. LSU 6-2 649 17
16. Virginia Tech 7-2 582 18
17. Miami 6-2 568 10
18. Tennessee 7-2 466 11
19. Iowa 7-2 450 20
20. Arizona State 7-2 331 23
21. Boston College 6-2 244 25
22. Northern Illinois 7-2 205 24
23. Texas A&M 6-3 150 22
24. Oklahoma State 6-3 138 19
25. Texas Tech 6-3 112 —

Others receiving votes: Bowling Green 70;
Texas-El Paso 68; Notre Dame 66; Ohio State
46; Alabama 26; Clemson 17; Georgia Tech 9;
South Carolina 7; Southern Mississippi 6;
Fresno State 5; Navy 5; Oregon 2; Iowa State
1; Miami (Ohio) 1; Purdue 1.

NCAA Division II playoffs
First Round

Saturday, Nov. 13
C.W. Post (8-2) at West Chester (8-3)
Edinboro (8-2) at Bentley (8-1)
North Dakota (8-2) at St. Cloud State (8-2)
Grand valley State (8-2) at Winona State

(10-1)
Midwestern State (8-2) at Colorado Mines

(11-0)
Southeastern Oklahoma (8-2) at Texas

A&M-Kingsville (8-1)
Catawba (7-3) at Arkansas Tech (9-1)
Fayetteville State (8-3) at Carson-Newman

(8-2)
Second Round

Saturday, Nov. 20
Fayetteville State-Carson-Newman winner

at Valdosta State (9-1)
SE Oklahoma-Texas A&M-Kingsville win-

ner at Northwest Missouri State (10-1)
Midwestern State-Colorado Mines winner

at Pittsburg State (11-0)

North Dakota-St. Cloud State winner at
Michigan Tech (9-1)

Grand valley State-Winona State winner at
Northwood (10-1)

C.W. Post-West Chester winner at Ship-
pensburg (10-1)

Edinboro-Bentley winner at East Strouds-
burg (9-1)

Catawba-Arkansas Tech winner at Albany
State, Ga. (10-0)

Auto racing
Checker Auto Parts 500

NASCAR Nextel Cup Series
Sunday

At Phoenix International Raceway
Phoenix

Lap length: 1 mile
(Start position in parentheses)

1. (14) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 315,
$274,503.

2. (1) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 315, $181,167.
3. (8) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 315, $170,503.
4. (5) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 315,

$134,938.
5. (4) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 315, $126,950.
6. (13) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 315,

$96,225.
7. (15) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 315, $111,658.
8. (6) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 315,

$112,028.
9. (27) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet, 315,

$113,083.
10. (28) Kurt Busch, Ford, 315, $84,300.
11. (20) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 315, $72,500.
12. (3) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 315,

$88,200.
13. (23) Greg Biffle, Ford, 315, $70,225.
14. (11) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 315,

$85,187.
15. (22) Mark Martin, Ford, 315, $67,975.
16. (32) Bobby Hamilton Jr., Chevrolet, 315,

$80,950.
17. (19) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet, 315,

$91,006.
18. (2) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 315,

$65,825.
19. (25) Ricky Rudd, Ford, 315, $83,081.
20. (18) Ken Schrader, Dodge, 315, $57,300.
21. (24) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge, 315,

$78,525.
22. (26) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 315, $87,767.
23. (12) Jeff Green, Dodge, 315, $82,375.
24. (10) Jamie McMurray, Dodge, 315,

$64,800.
25. (35) Sterling Marlin, Dodge, 314,

$89,050.
26. (38) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 314, $73,925.
27. (37) Kevin Lepage, Dodge, 314, $52,300.
28. (34) Kyle Petty, Dodge, 313, $63,564.
29. (33) Mike Wallace, Chevrolet, 313,

$54,550.
30. (40) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge, 311,

$59,925.
31. (21) John Andretti, Ford, 311, $52,300.
32. (31) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, 309,

$78,400.
33. (42) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, 307,

$52,450.
34. (7) Casey Mears, Dodge, 306, accident,

$51,400.
35. (17) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet, 306, en-

gine failure, $86,462.
36. (16) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 280, engine fail-

ure, $101,903.
37. (29) Carl Edwards, Ford, 272, $84,417.
38. (9) Elliott Sadler, Ford, 252, $89,708.
39. (30) Johnny Sauter,Dodge, 236, acci-

dent, $50,750.
40. (39) Ward Burton, Chevrolet, 201, rear

end, $50,600.
41. (43) Morgan Shepherd, Dodge, 181, han-

dling, $50,460.
42. (41) Randy LaJoie, Ford, 105, transmis-

sion, $50,335.
43. (36) Todd Bodine, Dodge, 11, vibration,

$50,447.
Time of race: 3 hours, 19 minutes, 16 sec-

onds.
Margin of victory: 1.431 seconds.
Winner’s average speed: 94.848 mph.
Caution flags: 11 for 63 laps.
Lead changes: 10 among seven drivers.
Lap leaders: R.Newman 1-59; D.Earnhardt

Jr. 60-107; E.Sadler 108-123; J.Gordon
124-144; D.Earnhardt Jr. 145-202; M.Kenseth
203-206; K.Busch 207-220; J.Gordon 221-223;
B.Labonte 224-227; J.Gordon 228-303; D.Earn-
hardt Jr. 304-315.

Series driver standings: 1. K.Busch, 6,191.
2. J.Gordon, 6,150. 3. D.Earnhardt Jr., 6,144. 4.
J.Johnson, 6,143. 5. M.Martin, 6,089. 6. T.Stew-
art, 6,049. 7. R.Newman, 6,041. 8. E.Sadler,
5,869. 9. M.Kenseth, 5,855. 10. J.Mayfield,
5,836.

Gran Premio Telmex-Tecate
Champ Car World Series

Sunday
At Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez

Mexico City
Lap length: 2.786-mile road course

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (1) Sebastien Bourdais, Ford-Cosworth/

Lola/Bridgestone, 63 laps, 106.327 mph.
2. (2) Bruno Junqueira, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-

la/Bridgestone, 63.
3. (7) A.J. Allmendinger, Ford-Cosworth/

Lola/Bridgestone, 63.

4. (3) Justin Wilson, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone, 63.

5. (4) Jimmy Vasser, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone, 63.

6. (7) Patrick Carpentier, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 63.

7. (5) Oriol Servia, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-
la/Bridgestone, 63.

8. (15) Mario Dominguez, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 63.

9. (10) Michel Jourdain Jr., Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 63.

10. (6) Paul Tracy, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone, 62.

11. (13) Alex Tagliani, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-
la/Bridgestone, 62.

12. (11) Roberto Gonzalez, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 62.

13. (14) Rodolfo Lavin, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-
la/Bridgestone, 62.

14. (12) Michael Valiante, Ford-Cosworth/
Reynard/Bridgestone, 62.

15. (17) Mario Haberfeld, Ford-Cosworth/
Reynard/Bridgestone, 62.

16. (18) Guy Smith, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone, 62.

17. (19) Nelson Philippe, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 62.

18. (16) Tarso Marquez, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 60.

19. (9) Ryan Hunter-Reay, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestone, 58.

Time of race: 1 hour, 39 minutes, 2.662 sec-
onds.

Margin of victory: 4.604 seconds.
Caution flags: 2 for 3 laps.
Lead changes: None.
Lap leaders: Bourdais, 1-63.
Finals series driver standings: 1. Bourdais,

369; 2. Junqueira, 341; 3. Carpentier, 266; 4.
Tracy, 254; 5. Dominguez, 244; 6. Allmend-
inger, 229; 7. Tagliani, 218; 8. Vasser, 201; 9.
Hunter-Reay, 199; 10. Servia, 199.

Golf
PGA Tour Championship

Sunday
At East Lake Golf Club

Atlanta
Purse: $6 million

Yardage: 7,137; Par: 70
Final

R. Goosen, $1,080,000 70-66-69-64—269 -11
Tiger Woods, $648,000 72-64-65-72—273 -7
Jerry Kelly, $414,000 67-71-71-65—274 -6
Stephen Ames, $248,000 69-66-70-70—275 -5
Mark Hensby, $248,000 69-70-69-67—275 -5
Mike Weir, $248,000 69-69-67-70—275 -5
Scott Verplank, $198,000 74-67-68-67—276 -4
Jay Haas, $198,000 67-66-68-75—276 -4
Vijay Singh, $180,000 69-73-70-65—277 -3
David Toms, $158,200 68-73-70-67—278 -2
Rory Sabbatini, $158,200 71-68-71-68—278 -2
Ernie Els, $158,200 72-71-68-67—278 -2
Zach Johnson, $141,600 68-71-71-69—279 -1
P. Harrington, $134,400 69-75-68-68—280 E
S. Appleby, $123,800 69-72-71-69—281 +1
Darren Clarke, $123,800 67-73-70-71—281 +1
Sergio Garcia, $123,800 71-70-69-71—281 +1
John Daly, $117,000 69-72-71-70—282 +2
S. Maruyama, $112,500 73-76-67-68—284 +4
P. Mickelson, $112,500 71-72-67-74—284 +4
Adam Scott, $105,600 75-71-69-70—285 +5
Steve Flesch, $105,600 69-78-67-71—285 +5
Stewart Cink, $105,600 70-73-71-71—285 +5
Fred Funk, $98,400 73-70-75-68—286 +6
Carlos Franco, $98,400 72-68-78-68—286 +6
Chris DiMarco, $98,400 72-71-70-73—286 +6
K.J. Choi, $94,800 73-73-72-70—288 +8
Todd Hamilton, $93,600 72-72-76-70—290 +10
Kenny Perry, $92,400 76-72-70-73—291 +11

Tennis
Paris Masters

Sunday
At Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy

Paris
Purse: $3.11 million (Masters)

Surface: Carpet-Indoor
Singles

Championship
Marat Safin (6), Russia, def. Radek

Stepanek, Czech Republic, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3.
Doubles

Championship
Jonas Bjorkman, Sweden, and Todd Wood-

bridge (3), Australia, def. Wayne Black and
Kevin Ullyett, Zimbabwe, 6-3, 6-4.

Bell Challenge
Sunday

At Club Avantage Multi-Sports de Quebec
Quebec City

Purse: $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Championship

Martina Sucha, Slovakia, def. Abigail
Spears, United States, 7-5, 3-6, 6-2.

Doubles
Championship

Carly Gullickson, United States, and Maria
Emilia Salerni, Argentina, def. Els Callens,
Netherlands, and Samantha Stosur (2), Aus-
tralia, 7-5, 7-5.

Advanta Championships
Sunday

At The Pavilion
Villanova, Pa.

Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Championship

Amelie Mauresmo (1), France, def. Vera
Zvonareva (6), Russia, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2.

Doubles
Championship

Alicia Molik, Australia, and Lisa Raymond
(3), United States, def. Liezel Huber, South Af-
rica, and Corina Morariu (4), United States,
7-5, 6-4.

College basketball
Sunday’s men’s scores

EXHIBITION
Drake 61, Quincy 58
Indiana St. 82, Bellarmine 56
Iowa St. 104, William Penn 45
Michigan 60, Michigan Tech 43
Northwestern St. 66, Henderson St. 56
SMU 76, BWB Africa All-Stars 35

Sunday’s women’s scores
EXHIBITION

Marshall 69, W. Va. Wesleyan 55
Minnesota 75, North Dakota 47
SW Missouri St. 98, Oklahoma Flyers 69
Tennessee 105, Carson-Newman 47
Texas Tech 95, West Coast All-Stars 51
UTEP 91, E. New Mexico 72
Wisconsin AAU 82, Wisconsin 79

Baseball
Free agent filings

NEW YORK — The 201 players who have
filed for free agency. Eligible players may
file through Thursday (x-filed provisionally
pending club decision on 2005 option):

AMERICAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM (5) — Andres Galarraga, dh;

Troy Glaus, dh; Shane Halter, 3b; Troy Per-
cival, rhp; Aaron Sele, rhp.

BALTIMORE (5) — Marty Cordova, dh;
Omar Daal, lhp; Buddy Groom, lhp; David
Segui, dh; B.J. Surhoff, of.

BOSTON (15) — Terry Adams, rhp; Pedro
Astacio, rhp; Ellis Burks, dh; Orlando Ca-
brera, ss; Gabe Kapler, of; Curtis Leskanic,
rhp; Derek Lowe, rhp; Pedro Martinez, rhp;
Dave McCarty, 1b; Ramiro Mendoza, rhp;
Doug Mirabelli, c; Mike Myers, lhp; Pokey
Reese, 2b; Jason Varitek, c; Scott William-
son, rhp.

CHICAGO (4) — Roberto Alomar, 2b; Sandy
Alomar Jr, c; Magglio Ordonez, of.; Jose Val-
entin, ss.

CLEVELAND (3) — Omar Vizquel, ss; Rick
White, rhp; Bob Wickman, rhp.

DETROIT (2) — Alan Levine, rhp; Esteban
Yan, rhp.

KANSAS CITY (6) — Kevin Appier, rhp; Juan
Gonzalez, of; Joe Randa, 3b; Desi Relaford,
3b; Dennys Reyes, lhp; Kelly Stinnett, c.

MINNESOTA (5) — Henry Blanco, c; Cris-
tian Guzman, ss; Corey Koskie, 3b; Terry Mul-
holland, lhp; Brad Radke, rhp.

NEW YORK (11) — Miguel Cairo, 2b; Tony
Clark, 1b; John Flaherty, c; Orlando Hernan-
dez, rhp; Travis Lee, 1b; Jon Lieber, rhp; Este-
ban Loaiza, rhp; C.J. Nitkowski, lhp; John Ole-
rud, 1b; Ruben Sierra, dh; Enrique Wilson,
2b.

OAKLAND (5) — Jermaine Dye, of; Chris
Hammond, lhp; Jim Mecir, rhp; Mark McLem-
ore, 2b; Damian Miller, c.

SEATTLE (3)— Edgar Martinez, dh; Ron Vil-
lone, lhp; Dan Wilson, c.

TAMPA BAY (5) — Brook Fordyce, c; John
Halama, lhp; Tino Martinez, 1b; Todd Ritchie,
rhp; Rey Sanchez, 2b.

TEXAS (13) — Manny Alexander, 2b; Doug
Brocail, rhp; David Dellucci, of; Andy Fox, 3b;
Brad Fullmer, dh; Rusty Greer, of; Brian Jor-
dan, of; Jeff Nelson, rhp; Herbert Perry, dh;
Jay Powell, rhp; John Wasdin, rhp; Eric
Young, of; Jeff Zimmerman, rhp.

TORONTO (6) — Dave Berg, of; Valerio De
Los Santos, lhp; Carlos Delgado, 1b; Chris
Gomez, ss; Greg Myers, c; Gregg Zaun, c.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA (11) — Carlos Baerga, 1b; Danny

Bautista, of; Greg Colbrunn, 1b; Jeff Fassero,
lhp; Mike Fetters, rhp; Matt Mantei, rhp;
Quinton McCracken, of; Shane Reynolds,
rhp; Scott Service, rhp; Richie Sexson, 1b;
Steve Sparks, rhp.

ATLANTA (6) — Antonio Alfonseca, rhp;
Paul Byrd, rhp; J.D. Drew, of; Julio Franco, 1b;
Russ Ortiz, rhp; Jaret Wright, rhp.

CHICAGO (12) — Moises Alou, of; Paul
Bako, c; Matt Clement, rhp; Nomar Garciap-
arra, ss; Tom Goodwin, of; Ben Grieve, of;
Mark Grudzielanek, 2b; Todd Hollandsworth,
of; Ramon Martinez, ss; Kent Mercker, lhp;
Glendon Rusch, lhp; Todd Walker, 2b.

CINCINNATI (6) — Darren Bragg, of; Juan
Castro, 3b; Barry Larkin, ss; Todd Van Pop-
pel, rhp; Gabe White, lhp; Paul Wilson, rhp.

COLORADO (8) — Jeromy Burnitz, of; Vinny
Castilla, 3b; Royce Clayton, ss; Shawn Estes,
lhp; Todd Greene, c; Steve Reed, rhp; Mark
Sweeney, of; Jamey Wright, rhp.

FLORIDA (11) — Armando Benitez, rhp; Wil
Cordero, 1b; Damion Easley, 2b; Chad Fox,
rhp; Lenny Harris, of; Josias Manzanillo, rhp;
Carl Pavano, rhp; Mike Redmond, c; Rudy
Seanez, rhp; Ismael Valdez, rhp; David
Weathers, rhp.

HOUSTON (6) — Carlos Beltran, of; Jeff
Kent, 2b; Dan Miceli, rhp; Orlando Palmeiro,
of; Russ Springer, rhp; Jose Vizcaino, ss.

LOS ANGELES (12) — Wilson Alvarez, lhp;
Adrian Beltre, 3b; Elmer Dessens, rhp; Steve
Finley, of; Jose Hernandez, 2b; Todd Hund-
ley, c; Jose Lima, rhp; Brent Mayne, c; Hideo
Nomo, rhp; Odalis Perez, lhp; Paul Shuey,
rhp; Robin Ventura, 1b.

MILWAUKEE (1) — Craig Counsell, ss.
MONTREAL (2) — Tony Batista, 3b; Einar

Diaz, c.
NEW YORK (7) — Kris Benson, rhp; Ricky

Bottalico, rhp; John Franco, lhp; Richard
Hidalgo, of; x-Al Leiter, lhp; Mo Vaughn, 1b;
Todd Zeile, 1b.

PHILADELPHIA (9) — Rheal Cormier, lhp;
Doug Glanville, of; Roberto Hernandez, rhp;
Todd Jones, rhp; Cory Lidle, rhp; Kevin Mill-
wood, rhp; Eric Milton, lhp; Todd Pratt, c.;
Placido Polanco, 2b.

PITTSBURGH (1) — x-Brian Boehringer,
rhp.

ST. LOUIS (9) — Cal Eldred, rhp; Steve
Kline, lhp; Ray Lankford, of; John Mabry, of;
Mike Matheny, c; Matt Morris, rhp; Edgar
Renteria, ss; Woody Williams, rhp; Tony
Womack, 2b.

SAN DIEGO (7) — Andy Ashby, rhp; Rich Au-
rilia, ss; Robert Fick, dh; Alex Gonzalez, ss;
Dave Hansen, 1b; Antonio Osuna, rhp; David
Wells, lhp.

SAN FRANCISCO (5) — Dave Burba, rhp;
Jason Christiansen, lhp; Dustin Hermanson,
rhp; Ricky Ledee, of; Robb Nen, rhp.

College hockey
Saturday’s scores

EAST
Bentley 5, Holy Cross 3
Buffalo St. 6, Geneseo St. 3
Canisius 3, Army 2
Colgate 4, Harvard 1
Cornell 7, Brown 2
Cortland St. 4, Potsdam 3
Fredonia St. 5, Brockport 3
Manhattanville 7, Lebanon Valley 2
Mercyhurst 6, Connecticut 3
Merrimack 5, Massachusetts 2
Oswego St. 5, Plattsburgh 2
Princeton 3, Dartmouth 0
Providence 4, Wayne (Mich.) 1
Rochester Tech 2, Utica 1
St. Lawrence 3, RPI 2
Union, N.Y. 4, Clarkson 1
Vermont 7, Yale 1

SOUTH
Alabama-Huntsville 7, Robert Morris 2

MIDWEST
Bethel, Minn. 4, Wis.-Stevens Point 0
Hamline 5, Wis. Eau Claire 4, OT
Michigan 5, Miami (Ohio) 3
Michigan St. 5, Ferris St. 1
Milwaukee Engineering 5, Marian, Wis. 3
Minnesota 4, Wisconsin 2
Minn.-Mankato 4, Bemidji St. 0
North Dakota 2, Colorado College 1
N. Michigan 6, Michigan Tech 3
Northland 5, Minn.-Crookston 4, OT
Ohio St. 7, Sacred Heart 1
St. Norbert 5, St. Mary’s, Minn. 4
St. Olaf 6, St. Scholastica 0
St. Thomas, Minn. 6, Lake Forest 2
W. Michigan 4, Niagara 1
Wis.-River Falls 6, Concordia, Moor. 2
Wis.-Stout 6, Augsburg 3
Wis.-Superior 5, Gustavus Adolphus 2

FAR WEST
Alaska-Anchorage 3, Minn.-Duluth 0
Alaska-Fairbanks 3, Nebraska-Omaha 2

EXHIBITION
MSU-Bottineau 4, Finlandia 2

Soccer
MLS playoffs

Conference Championships
Eastern Conference

New England vs. D.C. United
Saturday, Nov. 6

D.C. United 3, New England 3, tie, D.C. Unit-
ed wins on penalty kicks 4-3.

Western Conference
Kansas City vs. Los Angeles

Friday, Nov. 5
Kansas City 2, Los Angeles 0

MLS Cup
Sunday, Nov. 14
At Carson, Calif.

D.C. United vs. Kansas City

Deals
Weekend transactions

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Fined F Zach
Randolph an undisclosed amount for miss-
ing Saturday’s team flight to Toronto.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHICAGO BEARS—Signed LT Qasim Mitch-
ell to a three-year contract extension and
RB Adrian Peterson to a two-year contract
extension.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Signed K Bill Gramati-
ca.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Placed OT Tom
Ashworth on injured reserve. Signed CB
Earthwind Moreland from the practice
squad.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES—Signed CB Lito
Sheppard and DT Sam Rayburn to five-year
contract extensions.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Released QB
Jason Garrett. Signed DT Jon Bradley from
the practice squad.

COLLEGE
SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA—Signed Billy

Kennedy, men’s basketball coach, to a con-
tract extension through the 2007-08 season.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

Utah slipped one spot to sev-
enth in the Bowl Championship
Series standings Monday, a drop
that could cost the unbeaten Utes
a berth in one of the four
big-money bowl games.

The top five in the BCS stayed
the same, with Southern Califor-
nia, Oklahoma and Auburn lead-
ing the way, followed by Califor-
nia and Wisconsin.

The first- and second-place
teams in the final standings will
play in the Orange Bowl on Jan. 4
for the BCS national title.

Utah is trying to become the
first team from a non-BCS confer-
ence (Mountain West) to play in a
BCS game. The Utes can guaran-
tee a spot in what probably would
be the Fiesta Bowl — which deliv-
ers a payout of about $14 million
— by finishing in the top six. A
top-12 finish makes the Utes eligi-
ble for consideration, but guaran-
tees nothing.

Texas jumped over Utah this
week to take sixth place.

The Longhorns’ 56-35 come-
back victory over Oklahoma State
on Saturday boosted its BCS
grade to .7904. Utah’s grade
(.7511) went up slightly after an-
other lopsided victory — 63-31
over Colorado State. Utah main-
tained its positions in both The As-
sociated Press Top 25 (seventh)
and coaches poll (eighth) this
week, but the Utes dropped in the
computer rankings from sixth to
eighth, while the Longhorns
moved up to No. 5 in that catego-
ry.

The AP media poll and
ESPN/USA Today poll each ac-
count for one-third of a team’s
BCS grade. A compilation of six
computer rankings make up the
other third of a team’s grade.

Utah is one of six unbeaten
teams in Division I-A, along with
USC, Oklahoma, Auburn, Wiscon-
sin and Boise State.

The Sooners increased their
lead on the idle Tigers, by moving
into the No. 1 spot in the comput-
er rankings.

USC, No. 1 in both polls and sec-
ond in the computer rankings,
has a grade of .9847. Oklahoma’s
grade is .9664, and Auburn’s is
.9097. The Tigers are third in
each poll and according to the
computers.

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION, Texas —
Just when it looked as if fabulous
freshman Adrian Peterson was
the front-runner for the Heisman
Trophy, Oklahoma teammate
Jason White bolstered his own
case for a second bronze statue.

The race for college football’s
most prestigious individual
award seems to get more mud-
dled every week. While some con-
tenders have fallen off, such as
Purdue’s Kyle Orton, most seri-
ous candidates keep adding to
their credentials.

At least 10 players are having
seasons worthy of consideration.

And there are three sets of for-
midable teammates, making it
tough to decipher who the most
important player is on some of
the nation’s best teams.

The best showing by a fresh-
man in the Heisman voting was
Herschel Walker’s third-place fin-
ish in 1980, yet Peterson entered
Saturday’s game at Texas A&M
gathering momentum.

But for the first time, the
19-year-old Peterson was relative-
ly held in check. He ran for 101
yards and a touchdown on 29 car-
ries against the Aggies to reach
the century mark for the ninth
straight game, but his inexperi-
ence showed more than ever.

Peterson was dropped for sev-
eral big losses, constantly trying
to bounce plays outside instead of
powering ahead with his sturdy
210-pound frame.

With the Aggies stacking up to
stop Peterson, White brought the
second-ranked Sooners from 14
points behind with five touch-
down passes and 292 yards pass-
ing in a 42-35 victory.

“He’s the best,” Oklahoma
coach Bob Stoops said about his
quarterback. “His toughness, he’s
resilient and he stays calm and he

just keeps competing and makes
plays that matter.”

White could become the second
player to win two Heismans, join-
ing Ohio State tailback Archie
Griffin in 1974-75. And as a
former winner, White gets a vote
— which he’s said will go to Peter-
son.

Like White, California quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers bolstered his
résumé with a comeback victory
Saturday, though he got plenty of
help from his underrated team-
mate, J.J. Arrington. Rodgers
threw for 275 yards and three
scores, while Arrington extended
his streak of 100-yard games to
eight with 188 and a touchdown
in the Bears’ 28-27 win over Ore-
gon.

Southern California’s pass-run
duo of Matt Leinart and Reggie
Bush also brought its team from
behind.

No. 1 USC trailed 13-0 in the
first half, but Leinart tossed two
touchdown passes, and Bush
broke a punt return for a score in
the fourth quarter, helping the
Trojans beat Oregon State 28-20.

“That guy is incredible,” Ore-
gon State wide receiver Mike
Hass said, referring to Bush.
“You’ve got to give him credit on
that, he kind of made it happen all
by himself.

“That’s why he’s a Heisman
Trophy candidate, and he showed
that tonight.”

Only three times has a Heis-
man winner’s teammate finished
in the top five in the voting, last in
1983, when Nebraska I-back
Mike Rozier won and quarter-
back Turner Gill was fourth.

Two years ago, Miami quarter-
back Ken Dorsey (fourth) and
running back Willis McGahee
(fifth) finished behind winner
Carson Palmer.

If the teammates cancel each
other out, it could open the way
for others, such as Texas’ Cedric

Benson, Utah’s Alex Smith, Au-
burn’s Jason Campbell and Michi-
gan’s Braylon Edwards.

Benson scored five touchdowns
and ran for 141 yards to lead
Texas to the best comeback of the
day, a 56-35 win over Oklahoma
State. The senior fell off the Heis-
man radar after Texas lost to
Oklahoma, but he’s having anoth-
er big year and is on pace to finish
his career as one of the top five
rushers in Division I-A history.

Smith continued to put up
video game-type numbers for the
Utes.

The versatile quarterback
threw for 291 yards and four
touchdowns and ran for 55 yards
in Utah’s latest rout, 63-31 over
Colorado State.

His problem is competition.
Utah has won all of its games

going away, and the Mountain
West is hardly the Southeastern
Conference.

Campbell has come of age in
the SEC this season. He’s been
the steady leader of a national
title contender. Plus, he’s got
three big games left against Geor-
gia, Alabama and probably Ten-
nessee in the SEC title game to
stump for votes.

Wide receivers tend to be
under-appreciated by Heisman
voters, which hurts Edwards. He
probably won’t win the award but
he could be a factor in what fig-
ures to be a tight vote.

The Heisman will be handed
out Dec. 11 in New York — and
that’s about all anyone knows for
sure right now.

Ralph D. Russo covers college football
for The Associated Press. Write to him
at: rrusso@ap.org

From wire reports

LOS ANGELES — Kobe Bry-
ant’s accuser is considering filing
her civil suit against the Los Ange-
les Laker star in Orange County
because there is no limit on finan-
cial damages in California, one of
her attorneys said Sunday.

The 20-year-old woman filed a
federal suit in Denver in August,
three weeks before the felony sex-
ual assault charge against Bryant
was dropped in Eagle County,
Colo. Civil juries in Colorado can
award damages of no more than
$366,000 for pain and suffering,
and the total a plaintiff can win is
about $2.5 million.

Civil cases can be filed in the ju-
risdiction where the defendant
lives as well as where the inci-
dent occurred. Bryant lives in
Newport Beach with his wife and
daughter.

“The more research we do, the
more we seem inclined to favor
California over Colorado,” said at-
torney Lin Wood, who has repre-

sented the accuser since early
July.

“The limits in Colorado are
onerous and unfair,” Wood said.
“I’m not sure my client could
achieve justice. There is a night
and day difference in terms of
compensation.”

Wood said he had conferred
with California civil attorneys
and would decide within 30 days
whether to proceed. Because the
action would be in a California
state court, the woman could con-
tinue to pursue her federal suit in
Colorado until one of the cases
was resolved, Wood said.

Bryant’s attorneys could not be
reached for comment Sunday.

Bryant, 26, was accused of rap-
ing the woman at a resort hotel
near Vail, Colo., on June 30, 2003.
Pretrial legal wrangling lasted
more than a year.

The criminal charge was
dropped in September because
the woman decided not to testify
after struggling on the stand dur-
ing a mock trial. On the day the
charge was dropped, her attor-
neys handed out to reporters a
signed apology statement from
Bryant that had been fashioned in
secret talks between both parties’
attorneys. The apology statement
— in which Bryant maintained he
believed the encounter was con-
sensual but had come to under-
stand the woman did not — also
said no financial settlement had
been discussed.

Utah State fires Dennehy

LOGAN, Utah — Utah State
fired football coach Mick Denne-
hy after a five-game losing streak
and 2-7 start to the season.

Dennehy and athletic director
Randy Spetman met Sunday, a
day after a 32-25 loss to Louisi-
ana-Monroe, and Spetman told
the coach he was being fired,

sports information director Mike
Strauss said Monday.

It was not immediately clear
Monday whether Dennehy would
coach the Aggies in their final two
games. A news conference was
scheduled for later Monday.

Dennehy is in his fifth season at
Utah State and under contract
through next year. Dennehy, who
came to Utah State from Montana
in 1999, was 18-36 with the Ag-
gies.

Schilling’s ankle surgery set

BOSTON — Curt Schilling will
have surgery Tuesday on his in-
jured right ankle.

The Red Sox ace was examined
by doctors on Sunday.

Schilling has a torn tendon
sheath in his right ankle that hob-
bled him during his first start of
the AL championship series
against the New York Yankees.
At first, doctors thought his sea-
son was over, but Dr. Bill Morgan
stitched his tendon in place so it
didn’t flop over the ankle bone.

Bryant’s accuser ponders filing suit in California

Critical drop
could leave team
out of big bowl

Utes slip
to No. 7
in BCS

Teammates heat up
Heisman campaign

AP

Oklahoma running back Adrian Peterson is getting some Heisman

Trophy competition from teammate Jason White, who won it last year.
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BY JOHN RICE

The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Sebastien Bourdais want-
ed it all, and he got it.

“I think it cannot be better, to celebrate the
championship by winning the race, having
done the pole position and set the fastest lap,”
he said Sunday after claiming his first Champ
Car title with a victory in the season-ending
Mexican Grand Prix.

“It’s just been a dominating weekend.”
Bourdais overcame a spin and a sticky gear-

box to win, beating teammate Bruno Junquei-
ra with a flag-to-flag victory.

“I’m really, really, really glad it’s over,”
Bourdais said. “It’s a whole lot of pressure on
a 25-year-old guy.”

Until he saw the checkered flag, the French-
man took nothing for granted.

“I was so scared about, you know, not being
able to give it a clear shot with an incident at
the start or mechanical failure,” he explained.

Bourdais managed to win despite sliding on

the 42nd lap. The slip cost him about 12 sec-
onds of the lead he held over Junqueira.

The Brazilian was runner-up in the stand-
ings for the third year in a row and wound up
second in the race, more than 5 seconds be-
hind.

Bourdais started on the pole and never
trailed, charging to his seventh victory of the
season even though a ninth-place finish would
have guaranteed him the championship.

“At some point it becomes a question of
honor,” he said. “You want to win the race so
badly.”

Bourdais scored 369 points to 341 for Jun-
queira.

Rookie of the year A.J. Allmendinger was
third in the race, just ahead of rookie Justin
Wilson.

Bourdais steadily built a lead of nearly 18
seconds over Junqueira through the first 41
laps on the 2.786-mile road course.

But he remained nervous.

“I couldn’t prevent myself from thinking

about a crash,” he said. “I couldn’t help hav-
ing the picture coming through my mind.”

Bourdais put a wheel onto the grass as he
passed through a section of shadow while try-
ing to get by Mario Dominguez and took a
spin just before the track veers oddly through
a baseball stadium.

He feared the worst.
“I was so afraid to kill the engine at that

time that I kept my foot down, spun the wheel
as hard as I could,” Bourdais said. “It was just
a scary moment for a minute or two, then it
came back to normal.”

He said he also was fighting with a gearbox
that was sticky between second and third
gears in the late going.

Bourdais narrowly avoided a crunch on the
final lap when Alex Tagliani had to hit brakes
hard with Bourdais and Michel Jordain Jr.
nearby.

It was the fifth Champ Car title for New-
man/Haas, which has stuck with the series
even as other major teams bolted to the rival
Indy Racing League.Bourdais was rookie of
the year last season for Newman/Haas.

BY MIKE HARRIS

The Associated Press

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Dale
Earnhardt Jr. thought about it all
week long: no more mistakes.

A week after crashing a
top-five car and costing himself
precious points in the NASCAR
Nextel Cup championship chase,
Earnhardt did everything right in
winning Sunday at Phoenix Inter-
national Raceway and moving sol-
idly back into the points picture
with two races remaining.

“It’s been bothering me all
week,” Earnhardt said, alluding
to a late-race collision with rookie
Carl Edward the previous week
at Atlanta. “I just didn’t want to
make a mistake like I did last
week and wanted to put ourselves
back in position to run for the
championship.”

He did just that, jumping from
fifth to third in the standings and
moving within 47 points of series
leader Kurt Busch, who had to
overcome a couple of mistakes to

finish 10th Sunday. The top four
drivers are separated by just 48
points heading into next Sunday’s
race at Darlington.

This time, Junior, who started
the day 98 points behind Busch,
was steady when it mattered
most.

Earnhardt, who had a domi-
nant car through most of the
Checker Auto Parts 500, leading a
race-high 118 laps, was in third
place, trailing Jeff Gordon and
Casey Mears when a caution
came out on lap 282 of the race
scheduled to go 312.

Junior argued with crew chief
Tony Eury over the radio, lobby-
ing to pit for tires, but Eury made
him stay on the track and main-
tain his position.

Eury, known as Tony Sr., said
he insisted Earnhardt stay out be-
cause it was so hard to pass
lapped cars on the mile oval and
“it was just better to keep track
position.”

Earnhardt was a bit sheepish
when asked about the argument.

“Yeah, I was just getting wor-
ried, man,” he said. “I cannot con-
trol myself inside a race car. I
want tires, this that and the other.
I didn’t want to lose.

“I told Tony Sr., ‘The car’s cov-
ering the field the best we ever
did.’ We’ve had good race cars
and won races but nobody could
run with this car today and I
didn’t want to lose this race.”

He didn’t. And, after reaching
Victory Lane, Earnhardt also was
careful to watch his language.
The use of a vulgarity during a
live TV interview after his last vic-
tory — Oct. 3 at Talladega — cost
him $10,000 and, far more impor-
tant, 25 points.

“I was really scared that I
might slip up because I have a lot
of bad words in my vocabulary,”
Earnhardt said. “I will always
from here on out be nervous
about that. Tony Sr. came up to
me before I got out [of the car]
and said, ‘Now, don’t cuss.’ I was
glad he reminded me because
you get excited.”

After staying out during the
caution, Earnhardt wound up
passing Mears for second place
on lap 298, moments before anoth-
er caution came out for Jamie Mc-
Murray’s wreck.

On the restart on lap 303, Earn-
hardt swung his No. 8 Chevrolet
to the inside of Gordon’s car,
pulled alongside and shot into the
lead.

“Gordon was a sitting duck
there at the end,” Earnhardt said.
“His car was terrible. He was
lucky just to get what he got.”

Gordon agreed.
“Junior had a dominant car all

day long and we needed it to go
green the whole way to have any
chance,” he said.

Earnhardt began to pull away
when Mears, with a tire going
flat, spun into the wall, bringing
out yet another yellow flag on lap
307.

Moments later, Robby Gor-
don’s engine blew. NASCAR
stopped the cars on track on lap
310 as safety workers cleaned up
the debris from Mears’ crash and
the oil from Gordon’s engine fail-
ure.

Once the race resumed,
NASCAR ordered one extra lap of
caution, then finished with only
the second green-white-checker

overtime since the rule was adopt-
ed earlier this year in hopes fans
would always see a racing finish.

Earnhardt easily pulled away
once the green flag waved, run-
ning off to his sixth win of the sea-
son and second straight Phoenix
victory. Ryan Newman, who
struggled most of the day after
starting from the pole, came on to
grab second place from Jeff Gor-
don.

Kevin Harvick finished fourth,
followed by rookie Kasey Kahne,
Jimmie Johnson, Rusty Wallace,
Tony Stewart, Bobby Labonte
and Busch.

Johnson, whose string of three
straight victories ended, fell from
second to fourth in the points, 48
behind Busch.

Most of the title contenders
struggled. Newman and Johnson
lost laps when they pitted for
what they thought were flat tires.
Busch, who rebounded from an
engine failure that left him 42nd
at Atlanta, also had to bounce
back Sunday after a spinout and
crew error.

“I made a mistake early on
with traffic and then the crew
made a mistake running us out of
fuel,” he said. “Then, at the end,
there were lapped cars running
side-by-side on this tight oval. It’s
not what we expected, but it was
a good day.”

Bourdais’ dominant season ends fittingly

AP

France’s Sebastien Bourdais

sprays champagne after winning

the season’s final race and captur-

ing his first Champ Car champion-

ship on Sunday in Mexico City.

AP

Dale Earnhardt Jr. celebrates after winning the NASCAR Checker Auto

Parts 500 on Sunday at Phoenix International Raceway in Avondale,

Ariz. Earnhardt moved from fifth to third in the Nextel Cup standings.

AP

Ryan Newman (12) and Mark Martin (6) avoid hitting Kurt Busch after Busch spun out during Sunday’s

NASCAR race in Avondale, Ariz. Newman finished second behind Dale Earnhardt Jr. Busch finished 10th and

maintained his hold on first place in the Nextel Cup standings, 41 points ahead of Jeff Gordon.

On the rise in Phoenix
Earnhardt Jr. rekindles Nextel Cup hopes
with strong run in Checker Auto Parts 500
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AP

San Antonio Spurs’ Manu Ginobili, left, falls over Seattle SuperSonics’

Nick Collison during the second quarter in Seattle on Sunday. Ginobili

scored 21 points but the Spurs fell to the Sonics 113-94.

Fortson outmuscles
Spurs in Sonics’ win

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — In tough-guy for-
ward Danny Fortson, the Seattle
SuperSonics finally may have
added the muscle they long have
needed under the basket.

Rashard Lewis scored 27
points and Ray Allen added 24,
leading the Sonics to a 113-94 vic-
tory over the San Antonio Spurs
on Sunday night.

The 6-foot-8 Fortson, acquired
in a trade with Dallas during the
offseason, had 15 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Sonics, who
snapped a seven-game losing
streak to the Spurs. It was Seat-
tle’s first win over San Antonio
since March 29, 2002.

“I love him, man,” starting cen-
ter Jerome James said of Fortson,
an eight-year veteran with his
fifth NBA team. “He’s a dog down
there in the paint, a big strong
body. Even in practice, he’s a
tough guy to guard because he’s
so big and so nasty.

“We’ve got enough short, fi-
nesse dudes,” James said. “We
need some elbow-throwing dudes
and Danny Fortson is one of
them. I appreciate having him on
the team.”

The Sonics won their second
straight at home, after losing
their season opener by 30 points
to the Clippers in Los Angeles last
week.

Antonio Daniels added 14
points off the bench for Seattle, 10
in the final quarter. Daniels’
three-pointer gave Seattle a 99-85
lead with 3:36 left. Allen’s
three-pointer with 1:59 remain-
ing put the Sonics in front 107-89.

Tony Parker and Manu Gino-
bili led the Spurs with 21 points
each.

Brent Barry returned to Seattle
after signing with San Antonio as
a free agent during the offseason.
He had eight points off the bench,
including two three-pointers.

Tim Duncan, who has led the
Spurs to two NBA titles, had a sub-
par shooting game, finishing with
17 points on 4-for-16 shooting. He
also had 10 rebounds.

Raptors 101, Trail Blazers
97: In Toronto, Vince Carter had
25 points, including a go-ahead
three-pointer with 4.8 seconds
left, to help the Raptors to their
best start in franchise history
with three straight wins.

But not all is well in Toronto.
The attendance of 13,863 was

the smallest home crowd in the
Raptors’ 10-year history. Toronto
went 33-49 last season, missing
the playoffs for the second
straight year, and Carter, a
five-time All-Star, asked for a
trade this summer.

Zach Randolph had 33 points
and 15 rebounds for the Trail
Blazers. Randolph started the
game despite missing the team
flight to Toronto on Saturday. He
was fined and had to pay his own
way. He said he overslept after
his alarm clock didn’t go off.

Lakers 106, Hawks 90: In Los
Angeles, Kobe Bryant scored 24
points, Caron Butler added 22
and the Los Angeles Lakers hand-
ed Atlanta its third straight lopsid-
ed loss.

Bryant shot 6-for-12 from the
floor and 11-for-12 from the foul
line. He also had six assists and
five rebounds.

Butler, who shot 10-for-14, had
a total of 26 points in his first
three games for the Lakers. But-
ler came to Los Angeles from
Miami along with Lamar Odom
and Brian Grant in the offseason
trade that sent Shaquille O’Neal
to the Heat.

Chris Mihm had 19 points, 10
rebounds and four blocked shots
for the Lakers (2-2), who snapped
a two-game losing streak. Tierre
Brown had 13 points and five as-
sists; Odom added 11 points and
11 rebounds, and Jumaine Jones
also scored 11.

Al Harrington had 22 points for
Atlanta, which has lost its three
games by a total of 67 points.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Tiger Woods
tried to get a read on Retief Goos-
en when they faced each other in
the Presidents Cup.

Forget about it.
“I mean, I played him in two

matches and he didn’t say one sin-
gle word,” Woods said, smiling at
the memory. “That’s hard to do.”

It was more of the same Sun-
day.

Goosen was as unflappable as
ever in the Tour Championship,
becoming only the third player to
knock Woods out of a 54-hole
lead. The South African shot a
bogey-free 64 for a stunningly
easy four-stroke victory at East
Lake.

As usual, Goosen went about
his business with a stoic demean-
or that borders on indifference.
No fist pumping. Just a glimmer
of a smile when it was over.

This wasn’t some sort of games-
manship, designed to psyche out
his opponents.

No, this was just Goose being
Goose.

“Some players get fired up,” he
said. “Obviously, Tiger has a way
of getting fired up and showing it.
Other players don’t. I enjoy every
moment of it when I’m out there
playing. I might not show it.”

Certainly, no one would have
guessed that Goosen was posting
the best final round by a winner
in the 18-year history of the sea-
son-ending tournament.

“Goose is one steady player,”
Woods said. “We all know that.
You don’t win two U.S. Opens by
being erratic.”

Woods and Jay Haas helped
out, too.

They shared the lead going to
the final round, four strokes
ahead of the field. But, when both
of them started poorly, Goosen
seized the opportunity.

“I was very surprised that Jay
and Tiger were a couple over fair-
ly soon,” Goosen said.

It was a rare collapse by
Woods, whose shaky putter con-
tributed to bogeys on three of the
first seven holes. Then, he
couldn’t keep up with Goosen
down the stretch, closing with a
2-over 72 to finish second.

“I think everybody is sur-
prised,” Goosen said. “We all
thought he was going to be the
guy to beat.”

Haas, at 50, was the oldest play-
er ever to qualify for the Tour
Championship. He sure looked
his age on the way to 75, includ-
ing a double-bogey at No. 16 that
finished him off. He has gone 277
events and 11 years since his last
PGA Tour victory.

“When I play rounds like I did
the first three days, I feel like I
can still do this,” Haas said.
“When I play like I did today, I
feel like I’m done.”

Goosen clinched his victory at
the 16th, a daunting 481-yard
hole. After driving into the rough,
he smoked a 5-iron from 195
yards that dropped in front of the
flag and stopped 3 feet away.

He tapped in the putt for the

only birdie on the hole in the final
round.

“It’s just one of those shots that
came off at the right time,” Goos-
en said nonchalantly. “I wasn’t
trying to hit it dead at the flag,
just a touch left. But those things
happen.”

Goosen finished at 11-under
269 and earned $1.08 million, a
sweet way to finish a year in
which he won his second U.S.
Open in four years, missed five
weeks after injuring himself on a
jet ski, and wound up with his
first multiple-win season on the
PGA Tour.

Losing a 54-hole lead almost
never happens to Woods, al-
though this has been a year like
no other for him.

He had gone five years without
blowing a 36-hole lead, then he
did on consecutive weekends in
May. Woods won 14 consecutive
times when he had at least a
share of the 54-hole lead, only to
see that streak ended in a familiar
place.

The last time Woods lost when
taking a lead to Sunday was at
East Lake in the 2000 Tour Cham-
pionship, won by Phil Mickelson.
The only other member of that
elite group is Ed Fiori, who
passed Woods at the 1996 Quad
City Classic, his third profession-
al start.

“Very disappointing,” Woods
said. “I felt like I had a golden op-
portunity to win a tournament.”

Woods ended the season with
only one victory — the Match
Play Championship in late Febru-
ary — to match the lowest output
in his nine years on tour. He has
gone 20 stroke-play tournaments
without a trophy, the longest
drought of his career.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 3 0 1.000 —
Boston 1 2 .333 2
New Jersey 1 2 .333 2
Philadelphia 1 2 .333 2
New York 0 2 .000 2½

Southeast Division
Miami 3 0 1.000 —
Orlando 2 1 .667 1
Washington 2 1 .667 1
Charlotte 1 1 .500 1½
Atlanta 0 3 .000 3

Central Division
Indiana 3 0 1.000 —
Detroit 2 1 .667 1
Milwaukee 1 1 .500 1½
Chicago 0 2 .000 2½
Cleveland 0 3 .000 3

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Dallas 3 0 1.000 —
San Antonio 2 1 .667 1
Houston 2 2 .500 1½
Memphis 0 3 .000 3
New Orleans 0 3 .000 3

Northwest Division
Utah 3 0 1.000 —
Minnesota 2 1 .667 1
Portland 2 1 .667 1
Seattle 2 1 .667 1
Denver 1 2 .333 2

Pacific Division
Phoenix 3 0 1.000 —
L.A. Clippers 2 1 .667 1
L.A. Lakers 2 2 .500 1½
Golden State 0 3 .000 3
Sacramento 0 3 .000 3

Sunday’s games
Toronto 101, Portland 97
Seattle 113, San Antonio 94
L.A. Lakers 106, Atlanta 90

Monday’s games
Golden State at Dallas
Denver at Utah
Detroit at L.A. Clippers

Tuesday’s games
Dallas at Orlando
Cleveland at Atlanta
Washington at Miami
Philadelphia at New York
Portland at New Jersey
Indiana at Minnesota
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans
Phoenix at Chicago
Memphis at Houston
Seattle at Denver
Toronto at Sacramento

Wednesday’s games
Orlando at Washington
Portland at Boston
New Jersey at Philadelphia
L.A. Clippers at Indiana
Phoenix at Cleveland
L.A. Lakers at Memphis
Charlotte at Milwaukee
Golden State at San Antonio
Toronto at Utah
Sacramento at Seattle

Sunday
Raptors 101, Trail Blazers 97

PORTLAND — Abdur-Rahim 7-13 2-2 16, Ran-
dolph 12-21 9-11 33, Ratliff 1-4 2-4 4, Ander-
son 3-7 3-3 10, Stoudamire 5-13 0-0 13, Van
Exel 3-11 0-0 8, Miles 3-7 1-4 7, Patterson 3-5
0-0 6, Frahm 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-81 17-24 97.

TORONTO — Rose 7-16 1-1 16, Bosh 1-9 2-4
4, L.Woods 0-3 0-0 0, Carter 10-16 4-4 25, Al-
ston 6-9 1-2 16, Marshall 7-14 2-2 16, Murray
3-6 0-0 7, Peterson 1-3 2-2 5, Palacio 3-7 3-5 9,
Bonner 1-4 0-0 3. Totals 39-87 15-20 101.

Portland 24 18 28 27— 97
Toronto 20 31 23 27—101
Three-Point Goals—Portland 6-16

(Stoudamire 3-8, Van Exel 2-4, Anderson 1-4),
Toronto 8-16 (Alston 3-5, Bonner 1-1, Carter
1-2, Murray 1-2, Rose 1-2, Peterson 1-3, Mar-
shall 0-1). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—
Portland 57 (Randolph 15), Toronto 47 (Mar-
shall 9). Assists—Portland 15 (Stoudamire,
Anderson, Randolph 4), Toronto 22 (Alston
8). Total fouls—Portland 20, Toronto 20.
A—13,863 (19,800).

SuperSonics 113, Spurs 94
SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 1-5 0-0 3, Duncan

4-16 9-10 17, Nesterovic 2-3 0-0 4, Ginobili
7-12 4-6 21, Parker 9-23 3-3 21, Barry 2-4 2-2 8,
Rose 5-7 0-0 10, Brown 2-7 0-0 4, Massenburg
1-1 1-1 3, Udrih 0-0 0-0 0, Horry 1-2 1-2 3. To-
tals 34-80 20-24 94.

SEATTLE — Evans 5-7 0-0 10, Lewis 9-17 9-9
27, James 0-2 4-6 4, Allen 10-20 0-0 24, Rid-
nour 1-4 0-0 2, Radmanovic 6-11 2-2 15, Colli-
son 1-3 0-0 2, Fortson 3-8 9-10 15, Daniels 4-5
5-6 14, Cleaves 0-0 0-0 0, Swift 0-0 0-0 0,
Wilkins 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 39-77 29-33 113.

San Antonio 19 20 23 32— 94
Seattle 25 21 26 41—113
Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 6-18 (Gino-

bili 3-6, Barry 2-4, Bowen 1-3, Brown 0-1,
Horry 0-1, Parker 0-3), Seattle 6-13 (Allen 4-4,
Daniels 1-2, Radmanovic 1-3, Lewis 0-4).
Fouled out—Ginobili, James. Rebounds—San
Antonio 47 (Duncan 10), Seattle 45 (Fortson
13). Assists—San Antonio 17 (Parker 6), Seat-
tle 15 (Ridnour 6). Total fouls—San Antonio
29, Seattle 25. Technical—Fortson. A—15,851
(17,072).

Lakers 106, Hawks 90
ATLANTA — Harrington 9-14 2-2 22, Walker

8-20 4-5 20, Willis 1-5 2-2 4, Diaw 3-6 0-0 7,
Anderson 0-6 0-0 0, Drobnjak 6-8 0-0 13, Barry
0-4 0-0 0, Childress 2-8 3-4 7, J.Smith 3-9 1-2 7,
Ivey 5-6 0-2 10. Totals 37-86 12-17 90.

L.A. LAKERS — C.Butler 10-14 0-2 22, Odom
4-8 2-2 11, Mihm 6-8 7-8 19, Bryant 6-12 11-12
24, Atkins 1-4 0-0 2, Jones 4-9 2-2 11, Cook 1-2
0-0 3, Brown 5-8 3-4 13, Grant 0-0 0-0 0, Rush
0-1 1-1 1, Walton 0-0 0-0 0, Vujacic 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 37-66 26-31 106.

Atlanta 25 20 21 24— 90
L.A. Lakers 29 30 28 19—106
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 4-18 (Har-

rington 2-4, Drobnjak 1-1, Diaw 1-3, Anderson
0-1, J.Smith 0-1, Childress 0-3, Walker 0-5),
L.A. Lakers 6-12 (C.Butler 2-2, Cook 1-1,
Odom 1-1, Bryant 1-2, Jones 1-2, Mihm 0-1,
Brown 0-1, Atkins 0-2). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Atlanta 38 (J.Smith 6), L.A. Lakers
50 (Odom 11). Assists—Atlanta 24 (Diaw 6),
L.A. Lakers 21 (Bryant 6). Total fouls—Atlan-
ta 24, L.A. Lakers 19. Technical—Atlanta De-
fensive Three Second. A—18,997 (18,997).

NBA scoreboard

Goosen overtakes
Tiger on final day

AP photos

Retief Goosen, top, shot 6-under

64 Sunday to become just the

third player to wrest a 54-hole

lead from Tiger Woods, above.

Woods falters in 2004 PGA finale
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The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Simplici-
ty agrees with the Seattle Sea-
hawks. Their stripped-down
game plan was still too complicat-
ed for the San Francisco 49ers.

Darrell Jackson caught two
long touchdown passes from Matt
Hasselbeck, and Shaun Alex-
ander rushed for 160 yards and
two scores in the Seahawks’ 42-27
victory Sunday.

Jackson had five catches for
114 yards on a sprained ankle,

and Koren
Robinson also
caught a TD
pass for the Se-
ahawks (5-3),
who stayed
atop the NFC

West with their second victory fol-
lowing three straight losses.

Coach Mike Holmgren stuck
with the plan that stopped the
skid last week against Carolina,
sacrificing much of his beloved
West Coast gadgetry to keep his
talented skill players working at a
brisk pace in a straightforward
scheme.

“It’s just like in my high
school,” said Alexander, who
capped two long second-quarter
drives with short TD runs. “Our
coaches said, ‘You know what, if
we can just run three plays well,
we’ll probably win the state cham-
pionship. It’s simple.’ Of course,
the NFL’s a little complex, so we
need maybe one more than three.

“It’s a really simplified offense,
but we have enough talent to real-
ly make things simple and still
make great plays.”

Seattle didn’t need much trick-
ery to extend the woeful 49ers’
worst start since 1979. Hassel-
beck was 17-for-28 for 285 yards
while the Seahawks marched to
453 yards of offense, with Alex-
ander’s shifty running setting up
Seattle’s passing game.

“We condensed some things
down, and guys are just executing
a lot better now,” Holmgren said.
“If Matt can throw the ball effec-
tively and we can gain some
yards rushing, we’re going to be
able to do some good things.”

Broncos 31, Texans 13: Un-
like last week, Rod Smith got to
enjoy his records and Jake Plum-
mer got to celebrate his touch-
downs.

Smith became Denver’s career
leader in receptions and touch-
down catches, and Plummer
threw for four scores for the sec-
ond straight game to help the
Broncos win at home.

The victory wiped away bad
memories from the previous
week against the Falcons, when
Plummer threw for 499 yards and
four touchdowns but the Broncos
(6-3) lost their second straight
game, in large part due to his
three interceptions.

“The great thing about Jake is
that he’s pretty tough on himself,”
Broncos coach Mike Shanahan
said. “By no means is every game
going to be perfect, but you do
have to be able to wipe it out, be

tough on yourself and come back
and compete.”

In the first quarter, Smith
caught his 676th career pass to
surpass Shannon Sharpe on the
team’s receptions list. Later,
Smith caught a 13-yard touch-
down for his 56th score receiving,
also passing Sharpe. Last year,
Smith became the team’s leader
in yards receiving, meaning he
now holds all of Denver’s most sig-
nificant receiving records.

Houston (4-4) was seeking the
first three-game winning streak
in franchise history and a taste of
first place in the AFC South, but
the Texans were overmatched.

Bills 22, Jets 17: Playing in
the face of a 25-plus mph wind,
Willis McGahee sparked Buffa-
lo’s ball-control offense.

McGahee finished with a ca-
reer-high 132 yards and a touch-
down, his third 100-yard rushing
game in his third career start.

Buffalo (3-5) won its third
game in four outings, and third
straight at home — all with McGa-
hee as a starter. And the weather
has played a factor in all three vic-
tories, with winds of 25 mph or
stronger blowing off Lake Erie.

And the Bills beat the Jets
(6-2), a team coming off a 41-14
win over Miami last Monday, and
attempting to match its best start
in franchise history.

The Jets’ problems might be
worse than the game’s outcome.

Quarterback Chad Pennington
bruised his right shoulder and did
not return after he was sacked for
a 13-yard loss midway through
the fourth quarter.

Redskins 17, Lions 10: In De-
troit, Clinton Portis beat the Lions
with his legs and right arm. Portis

ran for 147 yards on 34 carries
and threw a tiebreaking touch-
down pass.

Detroit (4-4) rallied late, but its
hopes for a tying drive ended at
the Washington 20 as time ex-
pired.

With back-to-back 21-yard
gains to open the second half, Por-
tis became the first player to run
for 100 yards against Detroit this
season. Those powerful runs with
sharp cutbacks set up his 15-yard
pass to Laveranues Coles that
gave Washington a 10-3 lead.

Taylor Jacobs blocked a punt
and Walt Harris scooped up the
ball and returned it 13 yards to put
the Redskins (3-5) ahead by 14.

Cardinals 24, Dolphins 23: To
end a 17-game road losing streak,
Arizona merely needed to pay a
visit to Miami.

The Cardinals met their match
in ineptitude, benefited from two
critical penalties and drove 70
yards in the final 2 minutes for a
touchdown. Larry Fitzgerald
caught the winning score on a
2-yard pass from Josh McCown
with 19 seconds left after a hold-
ing penalty against Miami negat-
ed a sack and gave the Cardinals
first-and-goal.

The road win was the first
since Oct. 6, 2002, for Arizona
(3-5). The Dolphins (1-8), who
have the league’s worst record,
are one defeat from their first los-
ing season since 1988.

Arizona rallied twice in the sec-
ond half, overcoming a 12-3 defi-
cit with 18½ minutes left after
Miami quarterback Jay Fiedler
was sidelined with a shoulder
stinger. The margin of defeat was
an extra point missed in the first
quarter by Bill Gramatica.

PERFECT, FROM BACK PAGE

No wonder Owens was scream-
ing instead of strutting a week
after celebrating a touchdown by
imitating Ravens star Ray Lewis’
pregame dance. Owens, coming
off five consecutive 100-yard
games, didn’t catch his first pass
until Pittsburgh led 21-0 and
could be seen yelling at quarter-
back Donovan McNabb on the
sidelines.

Owens ended with seven catch-
es for 53 yards, and a heavily pres-
sured McNabb was 15-for-24 for
109 yards and an interception.

“That just wasn’t our offense
out there, but it happens,” Mc-
Nabb said. “We’re not the first
team undefeated that lost.”

McNabb and Owens down-
played the shouting incident, with
both saying Owens was only try-
ing to encourage the quarterback.

“When things aren’t happen-
ing, you get frustrated,” McNabb
said. “He was there telling me to
be positive about everything. I’m
usually the guy to provide confi-
dence, but today he was that
guy.”

The Steelers didn’t miss in-
jured running back Duce Staley
(hamstring), the former
1,000-yard Eagles rusher, as their
offensive line opened holes big
enough for, well, a Bus to run
through. Bettis, the No. 6 rusher
in NFL history, gained only 129
yards in Pittsburgh’s first seven
games and was barely averaging
a yard per carry until getting 65
yards against New England.

“Everybody assumed Jerome
Bettis couldn’t get it done any
longer,” said Bettis, a backup
most of the last two seasons who
had his best game since gaining
163 yards against Cleveland in
2001. “People were asking, ‘Why
is he still here?’ I’m still here for a
reason.”

Ward said, “We have confi-
dence in Jerome Bettis — he is
the Pittsburgh Steelers.”

A week after outrushing New
England 221-5, the Steelers out-
ran the Eagles 252-23 and out-
gained them 420-111 to end Phila-
delphia’s nine-game road win-
ning streak.

Maybe it was appropriate that
many members of the 1979 Super
Bowl champion Steelers were in
attendance, because this was ex-
actly the kind of commanding per-
formance on both sides of the ball
those Steelers were known for.

The 1978 Steelers were the
only other team in franchise histo-
ry to start 7-1, en route to a 14-2
record and a Super Bowl title.

Just like the New England
game, this one was decided early.
The Steelers came out running
right at the Eagles, partly to ne-
gate Philadelphia’s blitz, and Ro-
ethlisberger passed only two
times on an 11-play, 80-drive fin-
ished off by Roethlisberger’s
16-yard scramble on third-and-13
and Ward’s first career scoring
run.

Roethlisberger threw TD pass-
es on the next two drives.

Now, the Steelers have become
an upper-tier club others will
focus on beating as teams spend
the second half of the season posi-
tioning themselves for the play-
offs.

“Everybody’s gunning for us
now,” linebacker Joey Porter
said.

The Steelers believe they’re
ready for the role reversal after
outscoring the Patriots and Ea-
gles 61-23 and outgaining them
837-361.

“It gives us a lot of confidence,”
Bettis said. “Early in the season,
people were saying, ‘Who are
they playing?’ This shows we can
play against anybody.”

Seahawks, Broncos roll
to remain in first place

AP

Broncos wide receiver Rod Smith is pushed out of bounds by Texans

cornerback Dunta Robinson after catching a pass in the second quarter.

Perfect: McNabb gets
earful from Owens
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NFL scoreboard

American Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 7 1 0 .875 208 146
N.Y. Jets 6 2 0 .750 185 138
Buffalo 3 5 0 .375 137 137
Miami 1 8 0 .111 123 186

South
Jacksonville 5 3 0 .625 128 146
Indianapolis 4 3 0 .571 218 178
Houston 4 4 0 .500 171 174
Tennessee 3 5 0 .375 151 178

North
Pittsburgh 7 1 0 .875 197 137
Baltimore 5 3 0 .625 154 113
Cincinnati 3 5 0 .375 152 169
Cleveland 3 5 0 .375 160 174

West
Denver 6 3 0 .667 199 154
San Diego 6 3 0 .667 262 173
Kansas City 3 5 0 .375 237 211
Oakland 3 6 0 .333 165 247

National Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 7 1 0 .875 189 131
N.Y. Giants 5 3 0 .625 172 141
Dallas 3 5 0 .375 141 203
Washington 3 5 0 .375 115 133

South
Atlanta 6 2 0 .750 170 170
New Orleans 3 5 0 .375 171 234
Tampa Bay 3 5 0 .375 143 155
Carolina 1 7 0 .125 124 185

North
Minnesota 5 2 0 .714 183 162
Detroit 4 4 0 .500 147 171
Green Bay 4 4 0 .500 206 186
Chicago 3 5 0 .375 136 142

West
Seattle 5 3 0 .625 194 145
St. Louis 4 4 0 .500 180 205
Arizona 3 5 0 .375 150 165
San Francisco 1 7 0 .125 145 224

Sunday’s games
Washington 17, Detroit 10
Arizona 24, Miami 23
Buffalo 22, N.Y. Jets 17
Cincinnati 26, Dallas 3
Oakland 27, Carolina 24
Pittsburgh 27, Philadelphia 3
Tampa Bay 34, Kansas City 31
Chicago 28, N.Y. Giants 21
Seattle 42, San Francisco 27
San Diego 43, New Orleans 17
Denver 31, Houston 13
New England 40, St. Louis 22
Baltimore 27, Cleveland 13
Open: Green Bay, Atlanta, Jacksonville,

Tennessee
Monday’s game

Minnesota at Indianapolis
Sunday, Nov. 14

Chicago at Tennessee
Houston at Indianapolis
Baltimore at N.Y. Jets
Seattle at St. Louis
Tampa Bay at Atlanta
Detroit at Jacksonville
Kansas City at New Orleans
Pittsburgh at Cleveland
Cincinnati at Washington
N.Y. Giants at Arizona
Minnesota at Green Bay
Carolina at San Francisco
Buffalo at New England
Open: Miami, Denver, Oakland, San Diego

Monday, Nov. 15
Philadelphia at Dallas

Sunday
Redskins 17, Lions 10

Washington 0 3 14 0—17
Detroit 0 3 0 7—10

Second Quarter
Was—FG Kimrin 24, 4:35.
Det—FG Hanson 40, :03.

Third Quarter
Was—Coles 15 pass from Portis (Kimrin

kick), 10:25.
Was—Harris 13 blocked punt return (Kim-

rin kick), 4:32.
Fourth Quarter

Det—Schlesinger 1 pass from Harrington
(Hanson kick), 2:08.

A—62,657.
 Was  Det

First downs 15  21
Total Net Yards 229  322
Rushes-yards 40-156  24-64
Passing 73  258
Punt Returns 2-46  5-21
Kickoff Returns 2-24  3-57
Interceptions Ret. 1-0  0-0
Comp-Att-Int 7-18-0  26-52-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0  2-11
Punts 9-47.9  10-34.7
Fumbles-Lost 0-0  0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-75  4-40
Time of Possession 30:31  29:29

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Washington, Portis 34-147, Betts

5-19, Gardner 1-(minus 10). Detroit, Bryson
6-21, Jones 12-20, Harrington 2-14, Pinner 2-7,
Schlesinger 1-2, Hakim 1-0.

Passing—Washington, Brunell 6-17-0-58,
Portis 1-1-0-15. Detroit, Harrington 26-52-1-
269.

Receiving—Washington, Coles 4-46, Ko-
zlowski 1-13, Portis 1-11, Betts 1-3. Detroit,
Hakim 7-120, Swinton, 5-45, Bryson 4-28, Will-
iams 3-33, Alexander 2-19, Schlesinger 2-7,
Fitzsimmons 1-14, Jones, 1-3, Pinner 1-0.

Missed field goal—Washington, Kimrin 51
(SH).

Cardinals 24, Dolphins 23
Arizona 3 0 7 14—24
Miami 9 3 0 11—23

First Quarter
Mia—FG Gramatica 30, 12:02.
Ari—FG Rackers 29, 9:02.
Mia—Konrad 20 pass from Fiedler (kick

failed), :58.
Second Quarter

Mia—FG Gramatica 29, 8:07.
Third Quarter

Ari—Starks 41 interception return (Rack-
ers kick), 3:18.

Fourth Quarter
Ari—E.Smith 5 run (Rackers kick), 9:44.
Mia—FG Gramatica 28, 7:53.
Mia—Morris 1 run (McMichael pass from

Feeley), 1:56.
Ari—Fitzgerald 2 pass from McCown (Rack-

ers kick), :19.
A—72,612.
 Ari  Mia

First downs 17  22
Total Net Yards 270  403
Rushes-yards 27-121  31-168
Passing 149 235
Punt Returns 1-9  4-44
Kickoff Returns 5-96  4-90
Interceptions Ret. 1-41  0-0
Comp-Att-Int 18-31-0  18-36-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-13  3-23
Punts 7-44.4   5-46.4
Fumbles-Lost 2-1  2-1
Penalties-Yards 9-45  12-99
Time of Possession 27:34  32:26

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Arizona, Hambrick 4-70, E.Smith

19-42, McCown 1-9, Ayanbadejo 2-7, Johnson
1-(minus 7). Miami, Minor 11-90, Morris
16-56, Chambers 1-24, Fiedler 2-6, Booker
1-(minus 8).

Passing—Arizona, McCown 18-31-0-162.
Miami, Fiedler 12-21-0-129, Feeley 6-15-1-129.

Receiving—Arizona, Fitzgerald 5-92, Boldin
5-37, Johnson 3-20, Hambrick 2-5, Jones 1-5,
E.Smith 1-3, Ayanbadejo 1-0. Miami, Cham-
bers 7-104, Booker 4-91, Morris 3-6, Konrad
1-20, McMichael 1-16, Thompson 1-14,
Gilmore 1-7.

Missed field goals—None.

Bills 22, Jets 17
N.Y. Jets 0 10 0 7—17
Buffalo 7 3 7 5—22

First Quarter
Buf—McGahee 12 run (Lindell kick), 5:18.

Second Quarter
NY—FG Brien 41, 10:21.
NY—McCareins 6 pass from Pennington

(Brien kick), 4:35.
Buf—FG Lindell 20, :00.

Third Quarter
Buf—Evans 4 pass from Bledsoe (Lindell

kick), 8:08.
Fourth Quarter

Buf—FG Lindell 30, 10:38.
Buf—Safety, C.Martin tackled in end zone,

6:04.
NY—Moss 51 pass from Carter (Brien

kick), 4:06.
A—72,574.
 NY Buf

First downs 12  19
Total Net Yards 282  341
Rushes-yards 25-88  46-157
Passing 194  184
Punt Returns 3-34  2-5
Kickoff Returns 3-50  5-108
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  1-11
Comp-Att-Int 9-18-1  18-30-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-13  0-0
Punts 4-41.8  8-41.1
Fumbles-Lost 1-1  1-0
Penalties-Yards 7-40  8-66
Time of Possession 22:32  37:28

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—New York, C.Martin 19-67, Pen-

nington 2-14, Moss 1-3, Jordan 2-2, Carter
1-2. Buffalo, McGahee 37-132, Bledsoe 4-16,
Henry 4-15, Greer 1-(minus 6).

Passing—New York, Pennington 7-15-1-
141, Carter 2-3-0-66. Buffalo, Bledsoe 18-30-0-
184.

Receiving—New York, Moss 6-157, McCa-
reins 2-27, Baker 1-23. Buffalo, Moulds 7-85,
Evans 5-64, McGahee 2-11, Shelton 2-11,
Burns 1-7, Aiken 1-6.

Missed field goal—New York, Brien 36
(WL).

Bengals 36, Cowboys 3
Dallas 0 0 0 0— 3
Cincinnati 3 6 7 10—26

First Quarter
Cin—FG Graham 35, 4:06.

Second Quarter
Cin—FG Graham 47, 13:02.
Cin—FG Graham 45, 9:57.
Dal—FG Cundiff 24, 1:55.

Third Quarter
Cin—Schobel 76 pass from Palmer (Gra-

ham kick), 9:36.
Fourth Quarter

Cin—FG Graham 30, 12:21.
Cin—Palmer 2 run (Graham kick), 2:20.
A—65,721.
 Dal  Cin

First downs 13  15
Total Net Yards 311  328
Rushes-yards 27-109  31-116
Passing 202  212
Punt Returns 2-21  2-29
Kickoff Returns 7-140  3-37
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  3-0
Comp-Att-Int 18-30-3  21-32-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-5  0-0
Punts 4-48.0  5-39.8
Fumbles-Lost 2-2  0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-46  4-20
Time of Possession 26:43  33:17

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Dallas, Lee 6-39, Anderson 10-29,

George 8-23, Testaverde 3-18. Cincinnati,
R.Johnson 26-95, Watson 2-10, Russell 1-10,
Palmer 2-1.

Passing—Dallas, Testaverde 18-30-3-207.
Cincinnati, Palmer 21-32-0-212.

Receiving—Dallas, Witten 6-97, K.Johnson
4-58, Anderson 4-21, Crayton 2-14, Ra.Will-
iams 1-14, George 1-3. Cincinnati, C.Johnson
8-74, R.Johnson 4-19, J.Johnson 3-11, Schobel
2-84, Kelly 2-9, Houshmandzedeh 1-8, Walter
1-7.

Missed field goals—None.

Raiders 27, Panthers 24
Oakland 3 14 0 10—27
Carolina 0 7 7 10—24

First Quarter
Oak—FG Janikowski 26, 8:44.

Second Quarter
Oak—Wheatley 1 run (Janikowski kick),

14:06.
Car—Mangum 1 pass from Delhomme

(Kasay kick), 6:37.
Oak—Wheatley 1 run (Janikowski kick),

1:09.

Third Quarter
Car—Hoover 16 pass from Delhomme

(Kasay kick), 7:03.
Fourth Quarter

Oak—Zereoue 7 run (Janikowski kick),
9:16.

Car—FG Kasay 38, 3:57.
Car—Goings 3 pass from Delhomme

(Kasay kick), 2:25.
Oak—FG Janikowski 19, :06.
A—73,518.
 Oak Car

First downs 21  24
Total Net Yards 297  304
Rushes-yards 28-69  18-37
Passing 228  267
Punt Returns 2-8  1-13
Kickoff Returns 5-93  5-83
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  1-0
Comp-Att-Int 20-32-1  25-45-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-3  2-32
Punts 3-55.7  5-34.8
Fumbles-Lost 1-0  1-0
Penalties-Yards 8-53  8-83
Time of Possession 30:33  29:27

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Oakland, Wheatley 19-54, Red-

mond 1-9, Zereoue 7-7, Collins 1-(minus 1).
Carolina, Hoover 8-17, Goings 4-11, Delhom-
me 2-7, Harris 4-2.

Passing—Oakland, Collins 20-32-1-231.
Carolina, Delhomme 25-45-0-299.

Receiving—Oakland, Curry 4-63, Gabriel
4-60, Wheatley 3-10, Jolley 2-41, Porter 2-28,
Crockett 2-14, Redmond 2-11, Zereoue 1-4.
Carolina, Muhammad 8-94, Proehl 6-91, Go-
ings 4-36, Colbert 3-42, Hoover 2-21, Mangum
2-15.

Missed field goals—None.

Steelers 27, Eagles 3
Philadelphia 0 3 0 0— 3
Pittsburgh 14 7 3 3—27

First Quarter
Pit—Ward 16 run (Reed kick), 8:56.
Pit—Ward 20 pass from Roethlisberger

(Reed kick), 2:27.
Second Quarter

Pit—Riemersma 2 pass from Roethlisberg-
er (Reed kick), 10:51.

Phi—FG Akers 33, 6:14.
Third Quarter

Pit—FG Reed 42, 2:36.
Fourth Quarter

Pit—FG Reed 31, 7:58.
A—64,975.
 Phi  Pit

First downs 7  25
Total Net Yards 113  420
Rushes-yards 9-23  56-252
Passing 90  168
Punt Returns 0-0  6-26
Kickoff Returns 3-95  1-22
Interceptions Ret. 1-32  1-41
Comp-Att-Int 15-24-1  11-18-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-19  2-15
Punts 6-41.8  0-0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0  2-1
Penalties-Yards 5-25  4-20
Time of Possession 18:11  41:49

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Philadelphia, Westbrook 6-17,

Levens 2-4, Mahe 1-2. Pittsburgh, Bettis
33-149, Haynes 12-51, Ward 1-16, Parker 3-14,
Rangle El 1-12, Roethlisberger 6-10.

Passing—Philadelphia, McNabb 15-24-1-
109. Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 11-18-1-183.

Receiving—Philadelphia, Owens 7-53,
C.Lewis 3-32, Westbrook 3-4, L.Smith 1-10,
Pinkston 1-10. Pittsburgh, Burress 3-70,
Haynes 2-44, Ward 2-32, Cushing 1-17, Kre-
ider 1-12, Randle El 1-6, Riemersma 1-2.

Missed field goal—Pittsburgh, Reed 33
(WR).

Buccaneers 34, Chiefs 31
Kansas City 7 17 7 0—31
Tampa Bay 7 14 7 6—34

First Quarter
KC—Morton 25 pass from Green (Tynes

kick), 9:42.
TB—Cook 8 pass from Griese (Gramatica

kick), 7:39.
Second Quarter

TB—Pittman 1 run (Gramatica kick), 13:49.
KC—Holmes 2 run (Tynes kick), 9:05.
KC—FG Tynes 31, 6:25.
TB—Dilger 3 pass from Griese (Gramatica

kick), 1:55.
KC—Gonzalez 23 pass from Green (Tynes

kick), 0:35.
Third Quarter

TB—Pittman 78 run (Gramatica kick),
14:00.

KC—Dunn 1 pass from Green (Tynes kick),
2:13.

Fourth Quarter
TB—Pittman 3 run (kick Failed), 11:50.
A—65,495
 KC  TB

First downs 27  23
Total Net Yards 459  418
Rushes-yards 30-105  20-130
Passing 354  288
Punt Returns 2-42  1-2
Kickoff Returns 5-92  5-108
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  2-0
Comp-Att-Int 32-42-2  22-34-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-15  1-8
Punts 1-44.0  4-44.8
Fumbles-Lost 1-1  1-0
Penalties-Yards 10-97  10-95
Time of Possession 33:39  26:21

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Kansas City, Holmes 16-59,

Johnson 10-21, Kennison 1-15, Green 2-4, Mor-
ton 1-6. Tampa Bay, Pittman 15-128, Griese
4-1, Graham 1-1.

Passing—Kansas City, Green 32-42-2-369.
Tampa Bay, Griese 22-34-0-296.

Receiving—Kansas City, Gonzalez 9-123,
Kennison 6-104, Morton 6-69, Johnson 4-38,
Holmes 4-3, Horn 1-30, Dunn 1-1, Richardson
1-1. Tampa Bay, Clayton 5-90, Dilger 5-47, Ju-
revicius 3-43, Cook 3-17, Galloway 2-40, Pitt-
man 2-30, Heller 1-22, Lee 1-7.

Missed field goal—Tampa Bay, Gramatica
46 (WL).

Bears 28, Giants 21
Chicago 0 20 0 8—28
N.Y. Giants 14 0 0 7—21

First Quarter
NY—Barber 3 run (Christie kick), 8:03.
NY—Barber 1 run (Christie kick), 3:54.

Second Quarter
Chi—Berrian 35 pass from Krenzel

(Edinger kick), 5:13.
Chi—A.Thomas 4 run (Edinger kick), 2:35.
Chi—FG Edinger 22, 1:09.
Chi—FG Edinger 21, :00.

Fourth Quarter
Chi—A.Thomas 41 run (Krenzel run), 7:44.
NY—Shockey 1 pass from Warner (Christie

kick), 1:56.
A—78,786.
 Chi  NY

First downs 13  15
Total Net Yards 231  258
Rushes-yards 34-122  25-91
Passing 109  167
Punt Returns 3-43  3-45
Kickoff Returns 2-27  5-155
Interceptions Ret. 2-46  0-0
Comp-Att-Int 8-21-0  18-36-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-35  7-28
Punts 10-36.7  7-38.7
Fumbles-Lost 2-2  4-3
Penalties-Yards 11-70  14-109
Time of Possession 30:03  29:57

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Chicago, A.Thomas 28-110, Kren-

zel 6-12. New York, Barber 21-72, Cloud 3-16,
Warner 1-3.

Passing—Chicago, Krenzel 8-21-0-144. New
York, Warner 18-36-2-195.

Receiving—Chicago, Terrell 4-70, Berrian
1-35, Wade 1-33, A.Thomas 1-5, B.Johnson
1-1. New York, Shockey 6-64, Hilliard 6-38,
Barber 4-59, Toomer 2-34.

Missed field goals—None.

Seahawks 42, 49ers 27
Seattle 7 14 14 7—42
San Francisco 14 3 7 3—27

First Quarter
SF—Barlow 3 run (Peterson kick), 12:08.
Sea—Jackson 33 pass from Hasselbeck

(J.Brown kick), 5:15.
SF—Conway 28 pass from Rattay (Peter-

son kick), 1:22.
Second Quarter

Sea—Alexander 1 run (J.Brown kick), 6:37.
Sea—Alexander 4 run (J.Brown kick), 1:57.
SF—FG Peterson 27, 0:03.

Third Quarter
SF—Lloyd 39 pass from Rattay (Peterson

kick), 12:41.
Sea—Robinson 25 pass from Hasselbeck

(J.Brown kick), 11:16.
Sea—Jackson 39 pass from Hasselbeck

(J.Brown kick), 1:32.
Fourth Quarter

SF—FG Peterson 30, 11:09.
Sea—Simmons 23 interception return

(J.Brown kick), 8:27.
A—64,423.
 Sea  SF

First downs 26  19
Total Net Yards 453  317
Rushes-yards 37-184  21-74
Passing 269  243
Punt Returns 3-21  4-33
Kickoff Returns 6-105  7-139
Interceptions Ret. 1-23  0-0
Comp-Att-Int 17-28-0  23-35-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-16  3-16
Punts 5-35.8  6-42.5
Fumbles-Lost 0-0  0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-55  3-29
Time of Possession 32:37  27:23

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Seattle, Alexander 26-160, Carter

4-15, Strong 3-11, Evans 1-(minus 1), Hassel-
beck 3-(minus 1). San Francisco, Barlow
18-61, Battle 1-7, Rattay 1-5, Beasley 1-1.

Passing—Seattle, Hasselbeck 17-28-0-285.
San Francisco, Rattay 23-35-1-259.

Receiving—Seattle, Jackson 5-114, Stevens
4-44, Urban 2-50, Robinson 2-39, Hannam
1-17, Mili 1-13, Rice 1-5, Strong 1-3. San Fran-
cisco, Johnson 5-54, Lloyd 4-75, Conway 3-48,
Wilson 3-44, Barlow 2-18, Beasley 2-8, Jack-
son 2-(minus 3), Battle 1-12, Walker 1-3.

Missed field goals—None.

Chargers 43, Saints 17
New Orleans 0 7 0 10—17
San Diego 14 6 16 7—43

First Quarter
SD—Gates 12 pass from Brees (Kaeding

kick), 9:50.
SD—Tomlinson 1 run (Kaeding kick), 5:29.

Second Quarter
SD—FG Kaeding 40, 13:02.
NOL—McAllister 2 run (Carney kick), 8:12.
SD—FG Kaeding 27, 3:16.

Third Quarter
SD—Safety, Gandy offensive holding in

end zone, 8:36.
SD—Gates 7 pass from Brees (Kaeding

kick), 3:15.
SD—Gates 2 pass from Brees (Kaeding

kick), 2:04.
Fourth Quarter

NO—FG Carney 37, 13:53.
SD—Osgood 12 pass from Brees (Kaeding

kick), 7:06.
NO—Williams 6 pass from Brooks (Carney

kick), 4:04.
A—59,662.
 NO SD

First downs 18  28
Total Net Yards 243  402
Rushes-yards 18-78 35-152
Passing 165  250
Punt Returns 0-0  2-6
Kickoff Returns 7-170  4-77
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  1-12
Comp-Att-Int 16-29-1  22-37-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-8  1-7
Punts 2-50.5  1-31.0
Fumbles-Lost 2-1  2-0
Penalties-Yards 10-117  5-32
Time of Possession 23:10  36:50

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—New Orleans, McAllister 16-63,

Brooks 2-15. San Diego, Chatman 7-51,
Dwight 1-48, Tomlinson 17-36, Turner 5-17,
Brees 2-4, Rivers 3-(minus 4).

Passing—New Orleans, Brooks 16-29-1-
173. San Diego, Brees 22-36-0-257, McCardell
0-1-0-0.

Receiving—New Orleans, Williams 5-71,
McAllister 4-18, Pathon 3-34, Horn 2-21, Con-
well 1-28, Brooks 1-1. San Diego, McCardell
6-89, Gates 5-56, Tomlinson 4-40, Parker 3-36,
Osgood 2-23, Neal 2-13.

Missed field goal—New Orleans, Carney 46
(WL).

Broncos 31, Texans 13
Houston 0 7 0 6—13
Denver 7 17 7 0—31

First Quarter
Den—Putzier 34 pass from Plummer (Elam

kick), 1:51.
Second Quarter

Den—FG Elam 52, 9:52.
Hou—Davis 1 run (Brown kick), 5:12.
Den—Lelie 40 pass from Plummer (Elam

kick), 1:52.
Den—Smith 13 pass from Plummer (Elam

kick), 0:32.
Third Quarter

Den—K.Johnson 23 pass from Plummer
(Elam kick), 11:07.

Fourth Quarter
Hou—Davis 1 run (pass failed), 6:53.
A—74,292.
 Hou  Den

First downs 22  21
Total Net Yards 331  364
Rushes-yards 27-103  36-139
Passing 228  225
Punt Returns 3-(-6)  2-18
Kickoff Returns 3-57  1-17
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  0-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-41-0  16-24-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-17  1-9
Punts 6-46.7  6-34.5
Fumbles-Lost 0-0  0-0
Penalties-Yards 9-109  4-50
Time of Possession 27:55  32:05

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Houston, Davis 19-71, Carr 5-10,

Hollings 2-15, Wells 1-7. Denver, Droughns
29-120, Hearst 5-13, Watts 1-4, Plummer 1-2.

Passing—Houston, Carr 22-41-0-245. Den-
ver, Plummer 16-24-0-234.

Receiving—Houston, Gaffney 6-86, Arm-
strong 6-84, A.Johnson 3-28, Hollings 3-16,
Davis 2-19, Norris 1-7, Bradford 1-5. Denver,
Lelie 4-81, K.Johnson 3-46, Smith 3-29, Putzier
2-48, Carswell 2-19, Droughns 1-6, Watts 1-5.

Missed field goal—Houston, Brown 37
(WR).

Patriots 40, Rams 22
New England 6 13 14 7—40
St. Louis 0 14 0 8—22

First Quarter
NE—FG Vinatieri 43, 11:25.
NE—FG Vinatieri 31, 5:42.

Second Quarter
StL—Little fumble recovery in endzone

(Wilkins kick), 14:46.
NE—Vrabel 2 pass from Brady (Vinatieri

kick), 9:04.
StL—Bruce 11 pass from Bulger (Wilkins

kick), 5:19.
NE—FG Vinatieri 45, 3:03.
NE—FG Vinatieri 36, 0:00.

Third Quarter
NE—T.Brown 4 pass from Vinatieri (Vi-

natieri kick), 7:15.
NE—Dillon 5 run (Vinatieri kick), 3:36.

Fourth Quarter
StL—Holt 16 pass from Bulger (Faulk run),

14:13.
NE—B.Johnson 4 pass from Brady (Vi-

natieri kick), 5:23.
A—66,107.
 NE  StL

First downs 22  21
Total Net Yards 376  340
Rushes-yards 32-147  19-81
Passing 229  259
Punt Returns 2-22  2-3
Kickoff Returns 4-85  7-159
Interceptions Ret. 1-26  0-0
Comp-Att-Int 19-32-0  23-33-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-9  5-26
Punts 2-45.5  4-42.5
Fumbles-Lost 1-1  2-2
Penalties-Yards 7-48  10-80
Time of Possession 31:45  28:15

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—New England, Dillon 25-112, Pass

3-25, K.Faulk 1-9, Brady 3-1. St. Louis, M.Faulk
12-66, Bulger 2-14, S.Jackson 3-1, McDonald
2-0.

Passing—New England, Brady 18-31-0-234,
Vinatieri 1-1-0-4. St. Louis, Bulger 23-33-1-
285.

Receiving—New England, Givens 5-100,
Pass 3-32, T.Brown 3-30, Patten 2-34, Dillon
2-19, K.Faulk 2-17, B.Johnson 1-4, Vrabel 1-2.
St. Louis, Holt 6-111, M.Faulk 6-22, Bruce 4-59,
Manumaleuna 3-53, McDonald 3-33, Curtis
1-7.

Missed field goals—None.

Ravens 27, Browns 13
Cleveland 10 0 0 3—13
Baltimore 3 9 0 15—27

First Quarter
Cle—Alston 93 kick return (P.Dawson

kick), 14:46.
Bal—FG Stover 44, 9:37.
Cle—FG P.Dawson 50, 1:18.

Second Quarter
Bal—FG Stover 39, 10:45.
Bal—FG Stover 43, 3:09.
Bal—FG Stover 36, :00.

Fourth Quarter
Cle—FG P.Dawson 29, 14:14.
Bal—J.Lewis 2 run (Moore pass from Bol-

ler), 7:03.
Bal—Reed 106 interception return (Stover

kick), :26.
A—69,781.
 Cle  Bal

First downs 13  15
Total Net Yards 217  240
Rushes-yards 28-91  28-106
Passing 126  134
Punt Returns 2-24  4-33
Kickoff Returns 6-19  4-61
Interceptions Ret. 0-0  1-106
Comp-Att-Int 15-26-1  17-30-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-20  1-8
Punts 6-36.0  5-46.6
Fumbles-Lost 3-1  1-1
Penalties-Yards 9-55  3-25
Time of Possession 32:10  27:50

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Cleveland, L.Suggs 18-56, Garcia

2-25, W.Green 8-10. Baltimore, J.Lewis 22-81,
Ricard 2-18, C.Taylor 2-6, Boller 2-1.

Passing—Cleveland, Garcia 15-26-1-146.
Baltimore, Boller 17-30-0-142.

Receiving—Cleveland, Bryant 4-43, Heiden
4-31, F.Jackson 2-26, Shea 2-20, W.Green 1-10,
Northcutt 1-9, L.Suggs 1-7. Baltimore, T.Tay-
lor 7-58, K.Johnson 3-24, Moore 2-24, Wilcox
2-9, J.Lewis 1-14, Ricard 1-7, Hymes 1-6.

Missed field goals—None.
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BY R.B. FALLSTROM

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Adam Vinatieri
dealt another jarring blow to the
St. Louis Rams, helping the New
England Patriots start a new
streak.

Vinatieri kicked a season-best
four field goals and threw his first
career touchdown pass in New
England’s 40-22 victory over the
St. Louis Rams on Sunday.

The kicker’s 4-yard toss to Troy
Brown on a fake field goal gave
the banged-up but resourceful Pa-
triots their first double-digit lead,
and helped them rebound after
their NFL-record 18-game regu-
lar-season winning streak ended
last week.

Vinatieri’s 48-yard field goal
was the margin of victory in the
Patriots’ 20-17 victory over the
Rams in the 2002 Super Bowl. He
was booed before each attempt
Sunday.

“I’ll tell you, they’re probably
not a big fan of me right now,” Vi-
natieri said. “Or any of us.”

The Patriots (7-1) were lined
up for a 22-yard field goal mid-
way through the third quarter
when Brown feigned heading for
the New England sideline, then
lined up alone when none of the
Rams on the field spotted the sub-
terfuge.

“I was thinking, ‘Hurry up and
snap the ball,’ ” Brown said.

Coach Mike Martz was one of
the few Rams to notice, and he
was screaming for a timeout as
Patriots long snapper Lonie Pax-
ton quickly got the ball to Vi-
natieri, who had an easy toss to
Brown for a 22-14 lead.

“I’m sure my eyes were pretty
wide on that one,” Vinatieri said.
“I just wanted to make sure I’d
catch it and throw a decent pass. I
knew if I got it anywhere close to
Troy, he’s got such good hands
that he’d catch it.”

St. Louis never recovered.
“I don’t think that was the tricki-

est thing in the world,” Martz
said. “That’s ridiculous, we’ve got
to pay more attention than that.”

Corey Dillon returned to the
lineup with 112 yards rushing on
25 carries and a touchdown for
the Patriots, who had won 21 in a

row counting the postseason be-
fore losing to Pittsburgh last
week.

Dillon missed last week with a
thigh injury.

More important, the Patriots
compensated for an injury-rav-
aged secondary by sacking Marc
Bulger five times, forcing a fum-
ble and intercepting a tipped ball.
Bulger was routinely flushed out
of the pocket.

Martz boiled down the offen-
sive woes to a single word.

Protection.
“You were at the game, I imag-

ine,” Martz told a reporter. “You
saw the sacks and holding penal-
ties. I’d liked to have been in a lot
of four-wide receiver [packages],
but they were getting to us with a
three-man rush.”

New England was without both
starting cornerbacks, then lost
one of the fill-ins, Asante Samuel,
with an undisclosed arm injury in
the first quarter. That forced
them to use Brown, a wide receiv-
er, at times in the secondary.
Earthwind Moreland, who re-
placed Samuel, was signed Satur-
day.

Bulger was 23-for-33 for 285
yards and two touchdowns for the
Rams (4-4), who have lost twice
at home this season. They had a
15-game regular-season home
winning streak before losing in
overtime to the Saints in Septem-
ber but now have dropped two of
the last three.

St. Louis had been 4-0 after the
bye week under Martz, but did
not benefit from an extra day of
practice in the game week. This
was their worst loss at home in
his five seasons and it was the
first time they’d allowed 40 points
since a 49-10 loss at Kansas City
on Dec. 8, 2002.

In the previous 18 games at
home, counting the postseason,
the Rams had lost twice — both
times in overtime.

Tom Brady was 18-for-31 for
234 yards, and the first of his two
touchdown passes also was an
oddity, with linebacker Mike Vra-
bel on the receiving end of a
2-yard play in the second quarter.
Vrabel has three career touch-
down receptions, one of them
coming in the Super Bowl last sea-
son.

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — These clearly
are not the San Diego Chargers of
the recent gloomy past.

They can pass. They can catch.
They can play defense. And even
with LaDainian Tomlinson hurt-
ing, they can win big.

In routing the New Orleans
Saints 43-17 on Sunday, they even
showed a bit of a swagger.

“We go on the field and say,
‘We can beat these guys,’ ” quar-
terback Drew Brees said. “That’s
our attitude. It’s such a dramatic
difference from last year. We’re
almost disappointed that the
bye’s coming because we just
want to keep going.”

It was San Diego’s highest-scor-
ing game since beating the Miami
Dolphins 45-20 on Dec. 27, 1993.
The Chargers have scored 85
points in consecutive games.

Brees, the quarterback the
front office didn’t want coming
into this season, threw four more
touchdown passes — three to
tight end Antonio Gates — and
the Chargers (6-3) won their
third straight game and fifth in
six games.

Brees has thrown nine touch-
down passes in two straight blow-
out wins, pushing his season total
to 18, against just three intercep-
tions. Last year he threw 15 inter-
ceptions and 11 touchdowns, was
benched for five games and
pulled from two others.

Brees was 22-for-36 for 257
yards on Sunday. Last week he
threw a career-high five TD pass-

es in a 42-10 win over Oakland.
He hasn’t thrown an interception
in three straight games, and in six
of the last seven.

“If you have a quarterback you
have confidence in, you always be-
lieve that you can win the game,”
coach Marty Schottenheimer
said.

The Chargers are off next Sun-
day, so Tomlinson can rest his
strained groin, which has slowed
him for five games.

Tomlinson hasn’t cracked 100
yards in any of those games, and
on Sunday was held to just 36
yards on 17 carries, with one
touchdown.

Even so, he’s happy about the
way Brees and the receivers, par-
ticularly Gates and Keenan Mc-
Cardell, have made the Chargers
a high-scoring threat.

“It’s so much better, because
guys can’t just focus on me,” Tom-
linson said. “They’ve got many
other weapons to worry about. It
feels good to look up and Drew
hits Antonio way down the field,
or Keenan way down the field, for
a big play, man. It’s an awesome
feeling.”

Brees’ inconsistent play last
year, when they were an
NFL-worst 4-12, led the Chargers
to get Philip Rivers in a draft-day
deal with the New York Giants.

Rivers made his pro debut with
4:04 left and the Chargers leading
43-17. He handed off three
straight times, then took a knee
three times to run out the clock.

The Saints (3-5) have lost four
of five.

“We couldn’t cover the tight
end,” New Orleans coach Jim
Haslett said. “I think he’s one of
the best tight ends in the league,
if not the best.”

To put the Chargers’ recent
struggles in perspective, Gates be-
came the first Chargers receiver
to catch three touchdown passes
since Tony Martin did it against
Baltimore on Sept. 28, 1997.

Gates might have had four
TDs, but he couldn’t hold onto a
pass from McCardell in the sec-
ond quarter, one of several trick
plays the Chargers ran. He had
five catches for 56 yards.

Gates caught touchdown pass-
es of 7 and 2 yards on consecutive
drives late in the third quarter to
give San Diego a 36-7 lead.

Gates’ third TD of the day was
set up when Steve Foley sacked
Aaron Brooks and forced a fum-
ble that Stephen Cooper recov-
ered at the New Orleans 40. The
Chargers gained 33 yards when
Sedrick Hodge was called for
pass interference against Gates,
giving San Diego the ball on the 2.

Vinatieri has big hand
in Pats’ win over Rams

Chargers QB
tosses 3 TDs
to TE in rout

AP

Chargers tight end Antonio Gates celebrates the second of his three

touchdown passes during the third quarter of San Diego’s 43-17 win.

Brees opens flood Gates

AP

Patriots linebacker Mike Vrabel, who lined up on offense, beats the
Rams’ Bryce Fisher for a touchdown in the second quarter.
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BY FRED GOODALL

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Tampa Bay
coach Jon Gruden challenged his
offense.

To keep up with the high-scor-
ing Kansas City Chiefs, the Bucca-
neers needed to do what they
hadn’t all season — score touch-
downs in bunches.

“It was a big game and we were
called out, and I don’t think any of
us liked that,” receiver Joe Jurevi-
cius said after the Bucs took an-
other step toward saving their sea-
son with a 34-31 victory Sunday.

Moving the ball almost at will
against Kansas City’s porous de-
fense, Tampa Bay (3-5) gained
418 yards and scored five touch-
downs — both season bests — to
win for the third time in four
games after an 0-4 start.

The Chiefs (3-5) totaled 101
points and 1,130 yards in victo-
ries over Atlanta and Indianapo-
lis the previous two weeks, and
put up another big day statistical-
ly despite playing much of the sec-
ond half without star running
back Priest Holmes.

Trent Green threw for 369
yards and three touchdowns, but
was intercepted by Jermaine Phil-
lips in the end zone with under 6
minutes to go. Green was sacked
on consecutive plays to end Kan-
sas City’s last threat near mid-
field.

“We really needed this game to
prove we were serious about mak-
ing the playoffs and more impor-
tantly, making a statement about
where we wanted to go as a foot-
ball team,” Bucs quarterback
Brian Griese said.

Griese completed 22 of 34 pass-

es for 296 yards, including touch-
downs to Jameel Cook and tight
end Ken Dilger, who was left un-
covered when he lined up split
wide to the left at the Chiefs 3.

Coach Jon Gruden also used a
number of misdirection bootleg
passes to keep the Chiefs off bal-
ance.

“We weren’t able to adjust,”
Kansas City cornerback Jerome
Woods said. “Gruden calls a good
game. But for one reason or anoth-
er we weren’t lining up right.”

Holmes scored his 14th rushing
TD of the season on a 2-yard run,
but was on the sideline when the
Bucs stopped Kansas City’s last
two drives. Holmes said he was
hit on the right knee during the
third quarter, but doesn’t believe
the injury is serious.

“The best thing to do is wait, sit
out the rest of that game and then
put a brace on it and see how well

I do as far as it tightening up over
the next couple of days,” said
Holmes, who gained 282 yards
and scored seven TDs against the
Falcons and Colts.

The All-Pro finished with 59
yards on 16 carries and was re-
placed by Larry Johnson, who
wasn’t nearly as effective in gain-
ing 21 yards on 10 carries.

“It was a huge loss. There’s just
so much he can do,” said Green,
who completed 32 of 42 passes
and was intercepted twice.

Pittman topped 100 yards rush-
ing for the second straight game,
finishing with 128 on 15 carries.
He scored on a 1-yard run in the
first quarter, then broke his
78-yarder on the second play of
the third quarter to wipe out a
24-21 halftime deficit.

Pittman’s third TD, on a 3-yard
run, put Tampa Bay ahead for
good with 11:50 left in the fourth
quarter.

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The Carolina Pan-
thers are in a free-fall, winless at home this
season and losers of six straight.

Still, they insist they aren’t as bad as their
record, even after a 27-24 loss to the Oakland
Raiders on Sunday dropped them to 1-7.

“No way are we the worst team in the
league. Anyone who thinks we are needs to
look at our schedule and how we lose the
games,” safety Mike Minter said. “If we cut
out critical mistakes, we’ll win one game.

“That’s all we need. One win will make us
feel a little better about ourselves.”

Carolina, which won the NFC title last sea-
son, couldn’t have felt any worse than it did
after losing to the Raiders (3-6).

A critical pass-interference penalty set up
Sebastian Janikowski’s 19-yard field goal with
6 seconds to play. Oakland used two Carolina
castoffs — quarterback Kerry Collins and spe-
cial teams standout Jarrod Cooper — to snap
its five-game losing streak.

Collins, the first draft pick in Carolina histo-
ry, was vilified when he left — quitting the
team midway through the 1998 season. So
leading the Raiders on the winning drive was
sweet satisfaction.

“It was a little redemption,” said Collins,
who passed for 231 yards but threw his 12th in-
terception of the season. “Obviously, I didn’t
leave here under the best circumstances. But
one of the things I learned is to keep plugging
away.”

Cooper is learning that now.
A popular special teams player for four

years in Carolina, he was waived by the Pan-
thers two weeks ago. The move came after the
team learned he had been arrested for driving
without a license and giving police false infor-
mation.

Cooper struggled with his emotions through-
out the game, even after his 17-yard sack of
Jake Delhomme.

“I didn’t know if I was going to laugh or
cry,” Cooper said. “So I just ran away from
him to deal with it. I love those guys, every
one of them. I hate to be gone, so it was pretty
rough for me.”

Still, he found some joy in celebrating a win
set up by two rushing touchdowns from Ty-
rone Wheatley and one from Amos Zereoue.

In a game of errors, the most critical one
came late.

After Carolina tied it at 24 with 2:25 to play,
Collins threw completions of 19 and 12 yards
to move the Raiders into Carolina territory.

His next pass was incomplete to Doug Gabri-
el near the goal line, but Dante Wesley was
flagged for pass interference. The 38-yard pen-
alty gave Oakland the ball at the 4, and Jani-
kowski kicked the winner three plays later.

“I think it was a bad call,” Wesley said.
“One official said it was pass interference,
and the other said it wasn’t. I hate it had to
come down to a pass interference.”

The Panthers were done in by their own
mistakes most of the day.

Todd Sauerbrun’s blocked punt set up the
first of Wheatley’s two 1-yard TD plunges and
a myriad of other errors cost Carolina.

Colin Branch’s interception of Collins was
negated when Julius Peppers was called for
being offside. Collins then threw 20 yards to
Ronald Curry on the next play, setting up Zere-
oue’s 7-yard TD run that gave the Raiders a
24-14 lead with 9:14 to play.

Delhomme was off most of the game despite
passing for 299 yards and three touchdowns.
His passes sailed over receivers’ heads or out
of bounds, ruining several opportunities.

BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — From their
ultra-mod orange duds to their
old-fashioned game plan, the Cin-
cinnati Bengals sure looked a
whole lot different.

The team they beat might be
ready for some big changes, too.

Carson Palmer dinked and
dunked and connected perfectly
on his only long pass, a 76-yard
touchdown strike to Matt Schobel
that set up a 26-3 victory Sunday
over the Dallas Cowboys.

Playing in orange jerseys for
the first time in their history, the
Bengals (3-5) finally got the look
that has eluded them. They won
with solid special teams, a firm de-
fense and an offense that needed
only one grand moment to win.

Essentially, they looked like a
team that Marvin Lewis would
coach.

“Oh yeah,” said Palmer, who
spent most of the game handing
off and dumping off. “Coach
Lewis is going to be fired up for a
couple of weeks with the way our
defense went out and shut them
down.”

Cowboys coach Bill Parcells is
fired up, too, but for much differ-
ent reasons.

Four losses in five games have
left the Cowboys (3-5) with little
hope of making the playoffs for a
second straight season.

Instead, they look more like a
team in disarray.

Vinny Testaverde, who turns
41 next Saturday, threw three in-
terceptions and lost a fumble.
The Cowboys couldn’t even dent
the NFL’s worst run defense —
Eddie George managed only 23
yards on eight carries.

The Bengals hadn’t stifled an
opponent so easily since a 38-3
win over expansion Houston on
Nov. 3, 2002 — one of their two
wins that season.

“I don’t know where we go
from here, if anywhere,” Parcells
said. “I really don’t have much to
say, fellows, except we were poor-
ly prepared, we played poorly, we
were inefficient and we were just
awful.”

Testaverde has thrown six in-
terceptions in the last three
games, partly a function of his in-
jury-ravaged receiving corps.
Keyshawn Johnson is the only ex-
perienced receiver at his dispos-
al.

It showed. It may not have mat-
tered.

“Injuries? Nobody cares about
that,” said Testaverde, who was
18-for-30 for 207 yards. “The
guys that line up have to perform
at a high level.”

Cincinnati has relied way too
much on Palmer in the season’s
first half, forcing him to try to
lead fourth-quarter comebacks —
too much to ask of a novice quar-
terback.

This time, they got a win by ask-
ing him to do the minimum. He
played mistake-free, completing
21 of 32 for 212 yards without a
sack or interception.

Oakland wins on late
Janikowski field goal,
drops Carolina to 1-7

Decked out
in orange,
Bengals
put squeeze
on Cowboys

Bucs’ offense steps up in shootout with Chiefs

CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/KRT

Carolina Panthers punter Todd Sauerburn has his punt blocked by the Raiders’ defense in the

first quarter of their game on Sunday. The Raiders won 27-24 to snap a five-game losing streak.

Raiders add to Panthers’ woes
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Quarterbacks
� Ben Roethlisberger, Steelers, threw
two touchdown passes in a 27-3 win over
Philadelphia. He has won his first six ca-
reer starts, matching the longest streak
by a rookie quarterback in the NFL since
1970. Mike Kruczek was 6-0 for the Steel-
ers in 1976 while filling in for an injured
Terry Bradshaw.

� Drew Brees, Chargers, threw four
touchdown passes during a 43-17
rout of New Orleans. He has 18 TD
passes this season and only three
interceptions.
Jake Plummer, Broncos, threw

for four scores without an inter-
ception in a 31-13 victory over
Houston.

� Trent Green, Chiefs, threw for 369
yards and three touchdowns in a 34-31
loss to Tampa Bay.

Receivers
� Rod Smith, Broncos, set team records for career re-
ceptions and TD catches during a 31-13 win over Hous-
ton. After making his 676th catch, he later grabbed his
56th touchdown toss — Smith moved past Shannon
Sharpe in both categories.

� Antonio Gates, Chargers, caught three TD pass-
es during a 43-17 romp over New Orleans. The
last San Diego tight end to grab three touch-
down tosses was Kellen Winslow in 1983.

� Santana Moss, Jets, caught six passes for
157 yards and a touchdown in New York’s
22-17 loss to Buffalo.
Darrell Jackson, Seahawks, had five

catches for 114 yards and two TDs in a
42-27 victory over the 49ers.

Running backs
� Michael Pittman, Buccaneers,
scored on a team-record 78-yard run.
He finished with three touchdowns
and 128 yards in a 34-31 win over Kan-
sas City.

� Jerome Bettis, Steelers, rumbled

for 149 yards on 33 carries in a 27-3 win over
Philadelphia.

� Willis McGahee, Bills, ran for a ca-
reer-high 132 yards and a touchdown as Buf-
falo beat the Jets 22-17. He carried 37 times,
tying Thurman Thomas for second most in
team history, trailing only O.J. Simpson’s
39.

� Shaun Alexander, Seahawks, rushed
for 160 yards and two scores in a 42-27 win
over San Francisco.

� Clinton Portis, Redskins, ran for 147
yards on 34 carries in a 17-13 win over De-
troit. He also threw his first NFL pass, hitting
Laveranues Coles for a 15-yard touchdown.

Special teams
� Ed Reed, Ravens, set an NFL record by re-
turning an interception 106 yards — ending
Cleveland’s bid for a game-tying TD in the
final minute — in Baltimore’s 27-13 victory.

� Adam Vinatieri, Patriots, kicked four
field goals and then threw his first career TD
pass on a fake in a 40-22 win at St. Louis. Vi-
natieri hit Troy Brown for a 4-yard score.

BY DAVID GINSBURG

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The play will
be recorded in the record book as
the longest interception return in
NFL history, a 106-yard sprint by
Ed Reed that sealed a harrowing
victory for the Baltimore Ravens.

Aaron Shea will forever remem-
ber it as pass interference.

With the Cleveland Browns
driving for the tying score, Reed
picked off Jeff Garcia’s pass in
the end zone and went the dis-
tance in the other direction to se-
cure a 27-13 victory Sunday
night.

Reed intercepted a pass that
went off Shea, whose attempt to

catch the ball was impeded by
Baltimore linebacker Ray Lewis.
As Reed made his way down the
right sideline, Shea yelled at a
nearby official, pleading for a call
that never came.

“When you’re touched before
the ball gets there, it makes it a lit-
tle tougher to catch,” Shea said. “I
think the guy was there early.”

Reed reached the end zone
with 26 seconds left, and the
Browns (3-5) were done.

“It’s a blessing, definitely a mir-
acle if you knew what happened
the whole play, with Ray telling
me to be where I got the ball,”
Reed said.

“I knew exactly the play they

were going to try to run,” Lewis
said. “I told Ed it was coming.”

Jamal Lewis scored the deci-
sive touchdown with 7:03 left fol-
lowing a 7-yard punt, and Reed
made the score stand up in a
game in which the Ravens (5-3)
yielded a 93-yard kickoff return
but came back on the strength of
their special teams.

Back from a two-game suspen-
sion for violating the NFL sub-
stance abuse policy, Lewis ran for
81 yards on 22 carries. But his
2-yard burst into the end zone
was set up by two outstanding
plays by Baltimore’s special
units.

First, rookie B.J. Sams made a

diving save in the end zone to en-
able Baltimore to down a punt at
the Cleveland 1. Then, after the
defense yielded only a yard on
three plays, the Ravens pres-
sured Derrick Frost into a wobbly
kick that made the touchdown
drive easy.

“I was trying to get it off quick.
I saw the guy coming up the mid-
dle,” Frost said. “It’s all about tim-
ing. ... I knew it was going to be
bad, but not that bad.”

A 2-point conversion gave Balti-
more a 20-13 lead, but victory
was not assured until Reed inter-
cepted the deflected pass.

“He seems to always be around
it when you need it,” Baltimore
coach Brian Billick said. “He

kind of waited to the end to do it.
Might have saved my heart a lit-
tle bit if he’d of done it earlier.”

Matt Stover kicked four field
goals for the Ravens, who wore
black uniforms for the first time.

“The defense time and time
again stepped up to the challenge.
We put it on the 5-yard line and
they still somehow got it done,”
Stover said.

Richard Alston stunned the
Ravens and the crowd of 69,781
by putting Baltimore in a 7-0 hole
with 14 seconds elapsed. He
shook off an attempted tackle by
Chad Williams, then deked kicker
Wade Richey around midfield be-
fore veering right and sprinting
down the sideline into the end
zone.

�

Sunday’s NFL stars:

BY TOM CANAVAN

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — While it
wasn’t the old Chicago Bears’ 46 defense,
the way Lovie Smith’s team played against
the New York Giants brought back some
memories.

The Bears forced five turnovers — three
on consecutive New York plays in a
20-point rampage late in the first half —
and beat the Giants 28-21 Sunday.

“That was just a great defensive effort,”
Smith said. “That is the type of defense we
think we are capable of playing week in
and week out.”

The Bears (3-5) had seven sacks and lim-
ited the Giants (5-3) to 258 total yards in
winning their second straight game. What
made the performance even more remark-
able was that Chicago spotted the Giants
14 points before turning things around
with some great individual performances.

Defensive end Alex Brown had eight
tackles and four sacks.

Safety Mike Green had eight tackles, two
forced fumbles and one recovery. Nathan
Vasher had a fumble recovery and an inter-
ception and fellow cornerback Jerry
Azumah had four tackles, an interception
and a forced fumble late in the first half.

The forced fumble came three plays
after Tiki Barber’s apparent third touch-
down of the first quarter was nullified by a
holding penalty on Amani Toomer.
Azumah then sacked Kurt Warner and
forced a fumble that Vasher recovered.

The Giants’ offense ground to a halt after
that.

“I don’t really know what sparked us,”
Azumah said. “They scored two quick
touchdowns on us and we basically said
‘Enough!’ ”

Rookie Craig Krenzel got the Bears
going with a 35-yard touchdown pass to
Bernard Berrian with 5:13 to go in the half.

Anthony Thomas tied the game with a
4-yard walk-in TD two plays after Ike Hill-
iard fumbled at the Giants 29.

Interceptions by Vasher and Azumah on
successive Giants’ plays set up field goals
of 22 and 21 yards in the final 69 seconds,
putting Chicago ahead 20-14 at the half.

“They played the kind of game we have
been playing, let the other guy lose the
game,” Giants coach Tom Coughlin said.

What made the defeat more frustrating
was that NFC East leader Philadelphia
(7-1) lost earlier in the day.

The loss was the second straight embar-
rassing setback at home for the Giants,
who got off to a good start this season by
winning the turnover battles. They have a
minus-6 takeaway differential in losing at
home to Detroit and Chicago. Sandwiched
between those games was an impressive
win at Minnesota.

New York, which came into the game

with an NFC-best plus-12 takeaway differ-
ential, also had 14 penalties for 109 yards.

“It was ugly,” guard Jason Whittle said.
“We couldn’t get anything going. It seemed
like we lost our poise and our cool. We just
didn’t play smart. They outplayed us all
over the place.”

The Giants, who used good field position
to take an early lead on TD runs of 3 yards
and 1 yard by Barber, had a chance to tie
the game late after Thomas scored on a
41-yard run and Krenzel ran for a 2-point
conversion for a 28-14 Chicago lead.

Warner (18-of-36 for 195 yards) cut the
gap to seven points with a 1-yard touch-
down pass to Jeremy Shockey with 1:56 to
play. New York got a final chance when
Jack Brewer recovered the onside kick.

But Warner was sacked two more times,
and the Bears ran out the clock.

“This is a big win, I don’t think anyone
gave us a chance to come in here and do
this,” Green said. “This is a big momentum
shifter and we’re on a roll.”

Warner, who threw two interceptions
and lost two fumbles, now has been sacked
33 times this season.

“That was a good football team, a good
defensive football team that came out and
did some good things,” Warner said of the
Bears.

“But there is no excuse for us not being
able to handle it.”

Coughlin admitted he thought about
using No. 1 draft pick Eli Manning in re-
lief, but he let Warner finish. Warner will
start next week at Arizona, Coughlin said.

The Giants also have to be concerned
about Pro Bowl defensive end Michael
Strahan. He left the game in the third quar-
ter after straining a pectoral muscle on his
right side and probably will have an MRI
on Monday.

�

AP

Chicago Bears cornerback Jerry Azumah reacts after intercepting a pass by New York

Giants quarterback Kurt Warner in the second quarter Sunday in East Rutherford N.J. The

Bears forced five turnovers to erase a 14-point deficit in the 28-21 victory.

Bears defense takes five against Giants
Turnovers turn tide for Chicago as New York lets early 14-point lead slip away

Record interception return thwarts Browns’ comeback

AP photos
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AP

Bears defensive end Adewale Ogunleye hits Giants quarterback Kurt Warner after Warner had released the ball, drawing a 15-yard
penalty. Chicago’s defense forced five turnovers and sacked Warner seven times in the upset victory. See Page 31 for details.

Bearing down

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts-
burgh Steelers made certain
there’s nobody unbeaten now in
the NFL, except for Ben Roethlis-
berger.

The Steelers combined their
still-flawless new quarterback
with a touch of the old — a Jer-
ome Bettis of yesteryear and a de-
fense that was Steel Cur-
tain-tough — to dominate the Phil-
adelphia Eagles 27-3 Sunday and
leave the NFL without an unde-
feated team.

The Steelers (7-1) ended the Ea-

gles’ seven-game winning streak
a week after halting New En-
gland’s record 21-game winning
streak with an equally impressive
34-20 victory. Pittsburgh is the
only team in NFL history to stop
unbeaten teams in consecutive
weeks after each had won at least
six games.

“Nobody ever thought we’d do
this,” said Hines Ward, who
scored the first two touchdowns.
“We’re giving defensive coordina-
tors heck trying to figure out what
we’re going to do, with weapons
all over the field and a quarter-
back who just keeps getting bet-
ter.”

How much better can Big Ben
get than this? Roethlisberger is
6-0 as a starter — the first rookie
to do that since Pittsburgh’s Mike
Kruczek filled in for an injured
Terry Bradshaw in 1976.

Here’s the difference: Kruczek
didn’t throw a TD pass all season
on a team that won behind the
Steel Curtain; Roethlisberger
(11-for-18, 183 yards, two touch-
downs) has thrown for 11 touch-
downs while playing with the pol-
ish and growing confidence of a
much more experienced player.

“He’s remarkable,” Eagles line-
backer Mark Simoneau said.

“Look at him on the field and he
doesn’t look like a rookie, he looks
like a guy who’s been around four
or five years. Give the guy credit,
he made plays all day long.”

Roethlisberger drove the Steel-
ers to a 21-0 lead on their first
three possessions with the help of
Bettis’ 149 yards, his 55th career
100-yard game.

Ward scored on the first two
drives, a 16-yard reverse and a
20-yard reception, then playfully
mocked the Eagles (7-1) and star
receiver Terrell Owens by flap-
ping his arms Owens-like in the
end zone each time.

SEE PERFECT ON PAGE 27

Another perfect ending
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Earnhardt wins
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a race of the Chase
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Sonics push past Spurs
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Steelers go two-for-two against unbeaten teams

AP

A Steelers fan holds a sign behind
the Eagles bench in the final
minutes of Pittsburgh’s 27-3
victory on Sunday — Philadel-
phia’s first loss of the season.

Texas pushes Utah

out of big-money slot,
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